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Guido Brunetti books in order represent a fascinating and engaging series of detective novels
written by the acclaimed Italian author Donna Leon. Set in the picturesque city of Venice, these
novels follow the life and investigative work of Commissario Guido Brunetti, an intelligent,
compassionate, and philosophical police officer. Since the release of the first book in the series in
1992, Leon has captivated readers with her intricate plots, rich descriptions of Venetian life, and
insightful commentary on social issues. In this article, we will delve into the Guido Brunetti series,
presenting the books in chronological order while exploring their themes, characters, and the
evolution of the series.

Overview of the Guido Brunetti Series

The Guido Brunetti series consists of over 30 novels, each featuring the titular character as he solves
various crimes while navigating the complexities of contemporary Italian society. Brunetti is not only
a detective but also a family man with a deep appreciation for literature, art, and food. His character
embodies the values of justice and morality, often confronting the ethical dilemmas present in the
cases he investigates.

The novels are known for their atmospheric settings, with Venice playing a crucial role in shaping the
narrative. Leon’s writing captures the beauty and intricacies of the city, providing readers with a vivid
backdrop that enhances the storytelling.

List of Guido Brunetti Books in Order

Below is a comprehensive list of the Guido Brunetti books in order of publication, along with their
original publication years:

1. Death at La Fenice (1992)
2. Death in a Strange Country (1993)
3. The Anonymous Venetian (1994)



4. A Venetian Reckoning (1995)

5. Death and Judgment (1996)

6. The Girl of His Dreams (1999)

7. A Noble Radiance (2000)

8. Uniform Justice (2003)

9. Doctored Evidence (2004)

10. Blood from a Stone (2005)

11. Through a Glass, Darkly (2006)

12. The Jewels of Paradise (2007)

13. The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (2008) (Note: This title is incorrect for the Brunetti series. The
correct title is The Broken Mirrors (2008))
14. The Temptation of Forgiveness (2009)
15. Drawing Conclusions (2010)

16. Beastly Things (2011)

17. The Golden Egg (2012)

18. By Its Cover (2014)

19. The Waters of Eternal Youth (2016)
20. Earthly Remains (2017)

21. The Temptation of Forgiveness (2018)
22. Unto Us a Son Is Given (2019)

23. The Garden of Angels (2020)

24. Transient Desires (2021)

25. The Good Son (2022)

26. The Blackbird (2023)

Exploring Key Themes and Characters

Commissario Guido Brunetti

Brunetti is the heart and soul of the series. He is depicted as a thoughtful and empathetic individual
who balances his professional responsibilities with his family life. His relationship with his wife, Paola,
and their children adds depth to his character. The dynamics within his family often echo the societal
issues he encounters in his investigations. Brunetti's moral compass guides him through the murky
waters of crime and corruption, making him a relatable and admirable protagonist.

The Setting: Venice

Venice is not just a backdrop but a vital character in its own right. Leon paints a picture of the city
that is both enchanting and haunting. The descriptions of its canals, architecture, and local customs
create a rich sensory experience for readers. Through Brunetti's eyes, readers explore the hidden
underbelly of Venice, revealing the contrast between its beauty and the darker aspects of Venetian
life, such as corruption, bureaucracy, and environmental issues.



Social Commentary

Leon incorporates elements of social commentary into her narratives, addressing various themes
such as corruption, environmental degradation, and the impact of globalization. The plots often reflect
real-world issues that resonate with readers, prompting them to think critically about society.
Brunetti’s investigations lead him to confront these issues, making the stories relevant and thought-
provoking.

The Evolution of the Series

The Guido Brunetti series has evolved over the years, both in terms of plot complexity and character
development. Early novels focus on straightforward murder mysteries, while later entries delve
deeper into social issues and moral dilemmas. The character of Brunetti has grown as well, becoming
more introspective and contemplative as he grapples with the implications of his work.

Additionally, the series has seen a shift in its tone, with later books exploring the psychological and
emotional consequences of crime on both victims and perpetrators. Leon's writing has matured,
reflecting her evolving perspective on the world around her.

Reader Reception and Cultural Impact

The Guido Brunetti series has garnered a loyal following, with readers praising Leon’s ability to weave
intricate plots with rich character development. The books have been translated into multiple
languages, making them accessible to a global audience. The series has also inspired adaptations,
including a television series, which has introduced Brunetti to a wider audience.

Leon’s portrayal of Venice has contributed to an increased interest in the city as a travel destination,
with fans eager to explore the locations featured in the novels. The series has not only entertained
but has also fostered a deeper appreciation for Italian culture and the complexities of contemporary
society.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Guido Brunetti books in order form a captivating series that combines mystery,
social commentary, and a deep appreciation for the beauty of Venice. Through the character of
Commissario Brunetti, Donna Leon explores the intricacies of human nature and the moral
complexities of society. As readers journey through each book, they are not only drawn into
compelling mysteries but also invited to reflect on the world around them. With over 30 novels in the
series, there is much to discover and enjoy for both new readers and long-time fans of Brunetti’s
adventures. Whether you are a seasoned mystery enthusiast or a newcomer to the genre, the Guido
Brunetti series promises to deliver intrigue, depth, and a profound connection to the enchanting city
of Venice.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the first book in the Guido Brunetti series?
The first book in the Guido Brunetti series is ‘Death at La Fenice', published in 1992.

How many books are there in the Guido Brunetti series as of
2023?

As of 2023, there are 30 books in the Guido Brunetti series.

Can you list the second book in the Guido Brunetti series?

'‘Death in a Strange Country' is the second book in the Guido Brunetti series, published in 1993.

Are the Guido Brunetti books standalone novels or part of a
series?

The Guido Brunetti books are part of a series featuring the same protagonist, Commissario Guido
Brunetti.

What is the most recent book in the Guido Brunetti series?
The most recent book in the Guido Brunetti series is 'The Good Angel of Death’, published in 2023.

In what order should | read the Guido Brunetti books?

The Guido Brunetti books should be read in the order of their publication: '‘Death at La Fenice', 'Death
in a Strange Country', and so on up to 'The Good Angel of Death'.

Are the Guido Brunetti books available in English?

Yes, the Guido Brunetti books have been translated into English and are widely available.
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Discover the complete list of Guido Brunetti books in order. Explore the captivating world of Donna
Leon's detective series and find your next read. Learn more!
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