
Gulf War Air Power Survey

Gulf War Air Power Survey is an essential study that provides an in-depth
analysis of the air operations conducted during the Gulf War, which took
place from August 1990 to February 1991. Spearheaded by the United States and
a coalition of allied nations, the Gulf War aimed to liberate Kuwait from
Iraqi occupation following Iraq's invasion in August 1990. This survey,
conducted by the United States Air Force, aimed to assess the effectiveness
of air power in the conflict, laying the groundwork for future military
strategies and operations. This comprehensive article delves into the
background of the Gulf War, the key findings of the Air Power Survey, and its
implications for modern warfare.

Background of the Gulf War

The Gulf War was a significant conflict that marked the end of the Cold War



era, showcasing the capabilities of modern warfare, particularly air power.
The following points provide crucial context for understanding the war:

1. Invasion of Kuwait: On August 2, 1990, Iraqi forces, under the command of
President Saddam Hussein, invaded Kuwait, citing economic grievances and
territorial claims.
2. Coalition Response: In response to the invasion, the United Nations
imposed economic sanctions on Iraq and called for military action. A
coalition of 34 nations, led by the United States, was formed to liberate
Kuwait.
3. Operation Desert Shield: This operation began in August 1990 as U.S. and
coalition forces were deployed to Saudi Arabia to protect against further
Iraqi aggression and to prepare for a potential military response.
4. Operation Desert Storm: Commencing on January 17, 1991, this operation
marked the beginning of the air campaign aimed at crippling Iraqi military
capabilities and infrastructure before a ground offensive.

Objectives of the Gulf War Air Power Survey

The Gulf War Air Power Survey had several objectives, which included:

- To assess the effectiveness of air power in achieving military and
political objectives during the Gulf War.
- To analyze the tactical, operational, and strategic roles of air power in
the conflict.
- To evaluate the integration of air power with ground and naval forces.
- To provide insights and lessons learned for future military operations.

Key Findings of the Gulf War Air Power Survey

The survey produced numerous findings that highlighted the effectiveness of
air power during the Gulf War. Here are some of the most significant
conclusions:

1. Dominance of Air Power

The survey revealed that air power was a decisive factor in the Gulf War,
contributing significantly to the rapid success of coalition forces. Key
points include:

- Destruction of Iraqi Command and Control: Air operations targeted Iraq's
military command and control infrastructure, severely disrupting their
ability to coordinate and deploy forces effectively.
- Precision Bombing: The use of precision-guided munitions (PGMs) allowed for
targeted strikes on critical military assets, minimizing collateral damage
and maximizing effectiveness.

2. Integration of Forces

The Gulf War demonstrated the importance of integrating air power with ground



and naval operations. This integration included:

- Joint Operations: The coordination between air and ground forces allowed
for effective targeting and exploitation of enemy weaknesses.
- Close Air Support: Air power provided vital close air support for ground
troops, enhancing their operational effectiveness.

3. Technological Advancements

The Gulf War showcased several technological advancements in military
aviation, which played a crucial role in the conflict:

- Stealth Technology: Aircraft such as the F-117 Nighthawk utilized stealth
technology to evade radar detection, allowing for successful penetration of
heavily defended targets.
- Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR): Advanced ISR
capabilities enabled coalition forces to gather real-time intelligence,
improving situational awareness and targeting accuracy.

4. Psychological Impact

The psychological impact of air power was also a significant finding of the
survey:

- Deterioration of Morale: The relentless air campaign contributed to the
erosion of Iraqi troop morale, leading to widespread surrender and decreased
resistance.
- Public Perception: The high visibility of air operations, broadcasted
through media, contributed to the perception of a dominant and
technologically superior coalition.

Implications for Future Military Operations

The findings of the Gulf War Air Power Survey have important implications for
future military operations. Some key lessons include:

1. Emphasis on Air Superiority

The Gulf War underscored the necessity of achieving air superiority early in
military operations. Future conflicts will likely continue to prioritize the
establishment of control over the airspace to facilitate ground and naval
operations.

2. Importance of Technology

Technological advancements in warfare, as demonstrated during the Gulf War,
will remain crucial. In particular, the following areas are likely to see
continued investment:



- Stealth and Precision Munitions: Ongoing development of stealth
capabilities and PGMs will enhance military effectiveness.
- Cyber and Electronic Warfare: The integration of cyber capabilities will
become increasingly important in disrupting enemy communications and command
structures.

3. Joint and Coalition Operations

The success of joint and coalition operations during the Gulf War will
encourage future military planners to prioritize interoperability among
allied forces. This includes:

- Training and Exercises: Conducting joint exercises will improve
coordination and effectiveness in multinational operations.
- Standardization of Equipment and Procedures: Ensuring compatibility of
equipment and operational procedures among coalition partners will streamline
military efforts.

4. Psychological Operations

The psychological aspects of warfare, including the impact of information
operations and media engagement, will remain critical. Future conflicts may
focus more on:

- Public Affairs Strategy: Developing strategies to manage public perception
and morale will be essential in modern conflicts.
- Information Warfare: Leveraging social media and other platforms to
influence both domestic and international audiences will be increasingly
important.

Conclusion

The Gulf War Air Power Survey remains a cornerstone study that provides
valuable insights into the role of air power in modern warfare. Its findings
illustrate the transformative impact of air operations on military strategy,
effectiveness, and outcomes. As military conflicts continue to evolve, the
lessons learned from the Gulf War will serve as a guide for future military
planning and operations, emphasizing the enduring importance of air power,
technological advancements, and joint operations in the pursuit of victory.
The survey not only shaped U.S. military doctrine but also influenced the
global understanding of air power's critical role in modern warfare.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary purpose of the Gulf War Air
Power Survey?
The primary purpose of the Gulf War Air Power Survey was to assess the
effectiveness of air power during the Gulf War, providing a comprehensive
analysis of the strategies, operations, and outcomes of air campaigns



conducted in 1991.

Who conducted the Gulf War Air Power Survey?
The Gulf War Air Power Survey was conducted by the U.S. Air Force, under the
direction of the Office of the Secretary of the Air Force, and involved a
team of analysts and military experts.

What were the key findings of the Gulf War Air Power
Survey?
Key findings included the significant impact of air power on the rapid
success of ground operations, the effectiveness of precision bombing, and the
importance of air superiority in modern warfare.

How did the Gulf War Air Power Survey influence
military strategy?
The findings influenced military strategy by emphasizing the role of air
power in joint operations, leading to a reevaluation of air combat roles and
the integration of air and ground forces in future conflicts.

What technological advancements were highlighted in
the Gulf War Air Power Survey?
The survey highlighted advancements such as precision-guided munitions,
stealth technology, and advanced reconnaissance capabilities, which
significantly enhanced the effectiveness of air operations.

What criticisms were made regarding the Gulf War Air
Power Survey's conclusions?
Critics argued that the survey may have overemphasized the role of air power
while underestimating the complexities of ground operations and the
contributions of coalition forces.

How is the Gulf War Air Power Survey relevant to
contemporary military operations?
The Gulf War Air Power Survey remains relevant as it provides insights into
the integration of air power in modern warfare, influencing contemporary
military doctrines and strategies in subsequent conflicts.
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