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Amateur radio, commonly known as ham radio, is a popular hobby and service that allows individuals
to communicate across distances, experiment with electronics, and engage in emergency
communication. For those aspiring to become licensed operators, passing the General Class exam is a
significant milestone. This article delves into the structure of the General Class practice test, essential
topics to study, preparation strategies, and resources to help you succeed.

Understanding the General Class License

The General Class license is the second level of amateur radio licensing in the United States, following
the Technician Class license. It provides operators with greater privileges, including access to a larger
portion of the HF (High Frequency) bands, allowing for long-distance communication.

Eligibility Requirements

To sit for the General Class exam, applicants must:

1. Hold a valid Technician Class license.
2. Be at least 18 years old.
3. Pass the General Class exam, which consists of 35 multiple-choice questions.

Exam Structure

The General Class exam is organized as follows:

- Question Format: The test consists of 35 questions drawn from a pool of about 400 questions.



- Passing Score: To pass, you must correctly answer at least 26 questions (approximately 74%).
- Time Limit: The exam is typically administered in a 90-minute session.

Key Topics Covered in the General Class Test

To prepare effectively, it’s crucial to understand the various topics that the exam encompasses. The
following sections outline the primary areas of focus:

1. Amateur Radio Regulations

Understanding the regulations governing amateur radio is fundamental. Key areas include:

- FCC rules and regulations
- License privileges and responsibilities
- Operating procedures and etiquette

2. Operating Practices

This section assesses your knowledge of practical operating procedures, including:

- Effective communication techniques
- Emergency communication protocols
- Logkeeping and record maintenance

3. Radio Wave Propagation

Knowledge of how radio waves propagate is vital for effective communication. Key concepts include:

- Frequency and wavelength relationships
- The effects of the ionosphere on radio waves
- Factors influencing propagation (time of day, season, solar activity)

4. Electrical Principles

A solid understanding of electrical principles is essential for all amateur radio operators. This includes:

- Ohm's Law and basic circuit theory
- Components such as resistors, capacitors, and inductors
- AC vs. DC circuits



5. Radio Equipment and Antennas

Familiarity with various types of equipment and antennas is crucial:

- Types of transmitters and receivers
- Antenna types and their characteristics
- Matching impedance and feed lines

6. Digital Modes and Emerging Technologies

Understanding digital modes of communication is increasingly important in amateur radio. This
includes:

- Popular digital modes (e.g., PSK31, FT8)
- Software-defined radios (SDRs)
- Internet-linked systems (e.g., D-Star, IRLP)

Preparation Strategies for the General Class Exam

A well-structured study plan can significantly increase your chances of passing the General Class
exam. Here are some effective strategies:

1. Utilize Practice Tests

Taking practice tests can help familiarize you with the exam format and identify areas that need
improvement. Some resources include:

- Online practice test platforms
- Study guides with practice questions
- Mobile apps specifically designed for ham radio exam preparation

2. Study Groups and Classes

Joining a study group or taking a class can enhance your learning experience. Consider the following:

- Local amateur radio clubs often offer classes.
- Online forums and groups where you can interact with other learners.
- Study partners to discuss difficult concepts.



3. Review the ARRL General Class License Manual

The American Radio Relay League (ARRL) publishes a comprehensive study guide that covers all
topics in-depth. Consider the following:

- Regularly read through each chapter.
- Take notes and summarize key points.
- Complete end-of-chapter quizzes to reinforce learning.

4. Hands-On Practice

Practical experience can be invaluable. Engage in the following activities:

- Experiment with your own equipment.
- Join local amateur radio events or field days.
- Participate in on-air activities to gain real-world experience.

Resources for General Class Exam Preparation

Various resources are available to aid your preparation for the General Class exam. Here are some
recommended options:

1. Books and Manuals

- ARRL General Class License Manual: Comprehensive coverage of all exam topics.
- Ham Radio for Dummies: A beginner-friendly introduction to amateur radio concepts.

2. Online Resources

- QRZ.com: A popular website with forums and study resources.
- eHam.net: Offers articles, reviews, and a community of amateur radio enthusiasts.

3. Mobile Apps

- Ham Test Prep: An app that provides practice questions and tests for all amateur radio license
levels.
- Amateur Radio Exam Prep: Offers study materials and practice tests for the General Class exam.



Conclusion

Preparing for the Ham Radio General Class practice test requires dedication and a structured
approach. By familiarizing yourself with the exam topics, utilizing various resources, and engaging in
hands-on practice, you can significantly improve your chances of success. Remember, the journey to
becoming a licensed amateur radio operator is not only about passing the exam but also about joining
a vibrant community of individuals passionate about communication, technology, and serving the
public. With the right preparation, you’ll be well on your way to earning your General Class license
and exploring the exciting world of ham radio.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the General Class license in
ham radio?
The primary purpose of the General Class license is to allow amateur radio operators to communicate
using all frequencies allocated to the amateur service, providing greater privileges than the
Technician Class.

What frequency bands can General Class licensees operate
on?
General Class licensees can operate on all HF bands, as well as VHF and UHF bands, with more
privileges than those available to Technician Class licensees.

What is a common method to prepare for the General Class
exam?
A common method to prepare for the General Class exam is to take practice tests, study the relevant
materials, and attend classes or study groups focused on amateur radio topics.

How many questions are on the General Class exam, and what
is the passing score?
The General Class exam consists of 35 multiple-choice questions, and a passing score is 26 correct
answers, which is approximately 74%.

What is the significance of the term 'QSL' in ham radio?
The term 'QSL' refers to the confirmation of a two-way radio communication, typically in the form of a
card or electronic message exchanged between operators.

What is the role of the ITU in amateur radio?
The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) plays a role in amateur radio by allocating
frequency bands, establishing regulations, and promoting international cooperation and
communication among amateur radio operators.



What type of modulation is most commonly used for voice
communication in HF bands?
Amplitude Modulation (AM) and Single Sideband (SSB) are the most commonly used types of
modulation for voice communication in HF bands, with SSB being the most efficient.

What is the importance of understanding propagation in ham
radio?
Understanding propagation is important in ham radio as it affects how radio waves travel and can
determine the best frequencies and times for communication over long distances.

What is a key consideration when setting up an antenna for
ham radio use?
A key consideration when setting up an antenna is its height above ground and its location, as these
factors significantly impact the antenna's performance and coverage.
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