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“The Great Gatsby” was written by F. Scolt Fitzgerald, and was published in 1925. The story focuses
around a man named Jay Gatsby who aspires to achieve a position among the rich to win the heart of his
true lpve, Daisy Buchanan, However, this corrupt desire for one to achieve wealth and true love ends in
tragedy. Throughout Jay Gatsby's experiences through New York in the West Egg and his mansion, F.
Scott Fitzgerald uses symbels and motifs around Gatsby to emphasize two themes: the American Dream
can lead to a cormupt desire for wealth; no matter how much effort you put into a dream, it can fead 1o
sacrifices and emptiness, Fitzgerald develops the theme that the American Dream can lead toa cormupt
desire for wealth through the use of motif about cars. In the novel, Gatshy's car is described as, = His
station wagon scampered like a brisk litthe bug” ( Fitzgerald 15). By letting anyone use his car lo get back
and farth from the city, Gatsby does this to show off his status of a wealthy man. However, his
materialistics goods did not aliow for seciety to take him seriously making it impossible for Gatsby to
fulfitl hiz American Dream. Gatsby owns many cars, but the main one that was focused on was his yellow
Rolls I'-tr--,-:n:!. Mick Carraway describes the car as, = It was & rich cream color, bright and thera in 15
manstrous length with triemphant hat-boxes and supper-boxes and 1o0l-bowns, and terracad with
Labvrinth of windshbelds that mirrered a dozen suns” (F tzperald 68), Gatsby believes that buying
matierialistic tems will intrigue the people of West Egg mtd loving Bim, &8 will as Daisy . The car malit
reflects a way far the rich o show olf. The car matil continues 1o develop through the socond hall of the
story as wall. For exampla, aftas the Night betwean Tom and Gatshy nick says, “So we drove toward death
through the caading twilight™ (Fitzgerald 136). This will foreshadow what s (o come, which ks the death of
Myrtle. Garsby’s car in this instance plays a part as death and the corruption of the Amencan Dream, Alse,
Daisy then accidently hits Myrtle with Gatsby's yellow Rolls Royce, It was a yellow car” (Fitzgerald 1.39).
When Myrtle is struck and killed by Gatshy's car, this brings out the irony when Myrile thaught the persen
driving the car was Tam. Toem is who would of lead/braught ber to the American Dream, however it's the
American Dream that ultimately kills her. Fitzgeralds developmant of the American Dream through the
power of cars effectively generates the theme: the American Diream can fead 1o a corrupt desire for
wealth. Fitzgeralds develaps a matif about a green light to create the theme: no matter how much effort
you put into a dream, it can lead to sacrifices and emptiness. For example, Nick went (o see what Gatsby
was looking at and all he could see was, *...nothing except a single green Light, minute and far away,...
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Great Gatsby writing style is a fascinating blend of lyrical prose, vivid imagery, and symbolic depth
that captures the essence of the Jazz Age and the complexities of the American Dream. F. Scott
Fitzgerald's celebrated novel, "The Great Gatsby," not only tells a compelling story of love, ambition,
and tragedy but also showcases a distinctive writing style that has captivated readers and scholars
alike. This article delves into the key elements of Fitzgerald's writing style, exploring how they
contribute to the thematic richness and emotional resonance of the novel.

Prose and Syntax: Lyrical and Poetic

Fitzgerald's prose is often described as lyrical and poetic, characterized by a musical quality that
enhances the reader's experience. His sentences vary in length, creating a rhythm that mirrors the
emotions of the characters and the events in the narrative.



Imagery and Symbolism

One of the most striking features of Fitzgerald's writing style is his use of vivid imagery and
symbolism. He paints vivid pictures with words, allowing readers to visualize the opulence of the
1920s and the underlying decay of society. Key examples include:

- The Green Light: This symbol represents Gatsby's unattainable dreams and desires, particularly his
longing for Daisy. The green light at the end of Daisy's dock serves as a beacon of hope and
aspiration, yet it remains perpetually out of reach.

- The Valley of Ashes: This desolate setting symbolizes the moral and social decay resulting from the
uninhibited pursuit of wealth. It contrasts sharply with the extravagance of East Egg and West Egg,
highlighting the disparity between the rich and the poor.

- The Eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg: These haunting eyes, depicted on a billboard overlooking the
Valley of Ashes, serve as a symbol of the eyes of God, observing the moral decay of society. They
raise questions about the nature of morality and the consequences of the characters' actions.

Descriptive Language

Fitzgerald's use of descriptive language immerses readers in the world of the novel. For instance, his
descriptions of Gatsby'’s lavish parties are filled with sensory details, capturing the extravagance and
excitement of the Roaring Twenties. Some notable examples include:

- Atmosphere: Fitzgerald uses descriptions that evoke a sense of exuberance, such as “the lights grow
brighter as the earth lurches away from the sun."

- Characters: Through meticulous detail, Fitzgerald brings characters to life. For instance, Daisy is
described as having a voice that is “full of money,” implying her allure and the materialistic values of
her world.

Thematic Depth and Social Commentary

Fitzgerald's writing style is not merely about aesthetics; it also serves to convey profound themes and
commentary on society. His careful word choice and narrative structure enhance the exploration of
key concepts.

The American Dream

A central theme in "The Great Gatsby" is the critique of the American Dream. Fitzgerald’s writing style
emphasizes the allure and ultimate disillusionment of this ideal. He uses characters like Gatsby, who
is emblematic of the self-made man, to illustrate the notion that wealth and status do not guarantee
happiness or fulfillment.



- Characterization: Gatsby’s rise from humble beginnings to immense wealth exemplifies the
American Dream, while his tragic end reveals its hollowness. Fitzgerald's choice of language often
reflects this duality, portraying Gatsby's grandeur alongside his profound loneliness.

- Contrasts: The juxtaposition of East Egg and West Egg serves to highlight the differences between
old money and new money, further critiquing the social stratification present in American society.

Love and Relationships

Fitzgerald's exploration of love and relationships is intricately woven into his writing style. The
complexities of love are articulated through dialogue and internal monologues, revealing the
characters’ desires and vulnerabilities.

- Daisy and Gatsby: Their relationship is portrayed with a sense of nostalgia and idealism, yet it is
ultimately doomed. Fitzgerald's use of poignant dialogue encapsulates their emotional connection
while hinting at the impossibility of their dream.

- Tom Buchanan: As a foil to Gatsby, Tom represents the darker aspects of love and power.

Fitzgerald’s portrayal of Tom’s brutishness and infidelity serves to critique the moral decay underlying
the veneer of wealth.

Narrative Structure and Point of View

Fitzgerald employs a unique narrative structure that enhances the story's emotional impact. The
choice of Nick Carraway as the first-person narrator provides a lens through which readers experience
the events of the novel.

Unreliable Narration

Nick's perspective is both insightful and flawed, creating an unreliable narrative that adds complexity
to the story. His biases, judgments, and evolving understanding of the characters contribute to the
richness of the narrative.

- Subjectivity: Nick's admiration for Gatsby contrasts with his disdain for the Buchanans, revealing his
moral compass while also highlighting his limitations as a narrator.

- Reflections on Memory: Fitzgerald uses Nick’s reflections on the past to underscore the themes of
nostalgia and loss. Through lyrical recollections, the narrative captures the ephemeral nature of time
and the impossibility of recapturing lost dreams.

Foreshadowing and Irony

Fitzgerald's writing is marked by a sense of foreshadowing and irony, which adds layers of meaning to



the story. Subtle hints throughout the narrative create tension and anticipation for the reader.

- Foreshadowing: Early references to Gatsby’s mysterious background and his obsessive love for
Daisy foreshadow the tragic events to come, enhancing the sense of inevitability that permeates the
novel.

- Irony: The ultimate irony of Gatsby’s fate—having amassed wealth and status, yet remaining
unfulfilled—serves as a poignant commentary on the American Dream and the human condition.

Dialogue and Characterization

Fitzgerald's dialogue is sharp, witty, and often laden with subtext, revealing the intricacies of
character relationships and societal norms. His ability to craft memorable and distinctive voices for
each character enhances the narrative’s emotional depth.

Realism and Social Context

The dialogue reflects the social context of the 1920s, capturing the attitudes, aspirations, and
disillusionments of the era.

- Social Class: Characters’ speech patterns and vocabulary illustrate their social status, with the
wealthy elite exhibiting a sense of entitlement and carelessness, while other characters express their
struggles and desires.

- Wit and Humor: Fitzgerald’s use of humor and irony in dialogue often serves to critique societal
norms, revealing the absurdity of the characters’ pursuits and interactions.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Fitzgerald's Style

In summary, the great Gatsby writing style is a masterful blend of lyrical prose, vivid imagery, and
profound thematic exploration. Fitzgerald’s meticulous attention to detail, use of symbolism, and
innovative narrative techniques create a rich tapestry that continues to resonate with readers today.
The novel stands as a testament to the complexities of human desire, the elusiveness of the American
Dream, and the moral quandaries inherent in the pursuit of wealth and status. As a result, Fitzgerald's
writing style not only defines "The Great Gatsby" but also cements its place as a timeless classic in
American literature. Through his unique voice and artistic vision, Fitzgerald invites readers to reflect
on their own dreams and disillusionments, making the novel an enduring exploration of the human
experience.

Frequently Asked Questions



What literary devices are prominently used in The Great
Gatsby?

F. Scott Fitzgerald employs various literary devices such as symbolism, imagery, and irony. For
example, the green light symbolizes Gatsby's unreachable dream and the American Dream itself.

How does Fitzgerald's use of first-person narration affect the
story?

The first-person narration from Nick Carraway provides a subjective perspective, allowing readers to
see the events through his eyes, which adds layers of bias and depth to the narrative.

In what ways does Fitzgerald create a sense of decadence in
his writing?

Fitzgerald's writing style features lush, descriptive language that vividly portrays the opulence of the
1920s, conveying a sense of extravagance and moral decay prevalent in the era.

What role does symbolism play in the writing style of The
Great Gatsby?

Symbolism is central to Fitzgerald's writing style, with objects like the valley of ashes and the green
light serving as powerful representations of themes such as disillusionment and aspiration.

How does Fitzgerald's sentence structure contribute to the
mood of the novel?

Fitzgerald often uses a mix of complex and simple sentences, which creates a rhythmic flow that
mirrors the highs and lows of the characters' lives, enhancing the emotional impact of the narrative.

What themes are reflected in Fitzgerald's use of dialogue?

The dialogue in The Great Gatsby reflects themes of social class, ambition, and the illusion of the
American Dream, revealing characters' motivations and social status through their conversations.

How does Fitzgerald's writing style reflect the Jazz Age?

Fitzgerald's writing style captures the spirit of the Jazz Age through its vibrant imagery, rhythmic
prose, and exploration of themes like excess, hedonism, and the pursuit of pleasure.

What impact does the unreliable narrator have on the story's
themes?

Nick's unreliability as a narrator creates ambiguity, inviting readers to question the truth behind
events and characters, which underscores themes of illusion versus reality and the complexities of
human nature.



How does Fitzgerald's use of foreshadowing enhance the plot?

Fitzgerald skillfully uses foreshadowing to hint at future events, creating suspense and tension that
keeps readers engaged, while also deepening the thematic exploration of fate and inevitability.
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