
Great Depression Photograph Analysis
Webquest

Great Depression Photograph Analysis Webquest offers an engaging framework
for educators and students to explore the profound visual documentation of
one of the most significant economic downturns in modern history. Through
this webquest, participants are encouraged to delve into historical
photographs that capture the struggles and resilience of people during the
Great Depression. By analyzing these powerful images, students can gain a
deeper understanding of the socio-economic conditions, emotions, and cultural
shifts of the time. This article will explore the structure of a typical
webquest, the significance of photography during the Great Depression, and
how to effectively analyze these historical artifacts.

Understanding the Great Depression

Background and Context

The Great Depression, which lasted from 1929 to the late 1930s, was a global
economic crisis that resulted in widespread unemployment, poverty, and social
upheaval. Triggered by the stock market crash of October 1929, the effects of
the depression were felt worldwide, leading to a significant decline in
industrial output, severe deflation, and a collapse of financial systems.
Understanding the history and context of this period is crucial for any
analysis of its photographs.

Impact on Society



The social fabric of the United States and many other countries was severely
tested during the Great Depression. Key impacts included:

1. Unemployment: Millions lost their jobs, leading to a staggering
unemployment rate, which peaked at around 25% in the U.S.
2. Migration: Many families relocated in search of work, notably the Dust
Bowl migrants who traveled westward to California.
3. Poverty: Economic hardships led to widespread poverty, with many families
struggling to meet basic needs.
4. Cultural Shifts: The depression influenced art, literature, and music,
reflecting the struggles of everyday people.

The Role of Photography in Documenting the
Great Depression

Historical Significance of Photography

Photography became a vital tool for documenting the reality of life during
the Great Depression. Not only did it capture the struggles faced by
individuals and families, but it also served to raise awareness about the
socio-economic issues of the time. The following points outline the
significance of photography during this era:

- Visual Evidence: Photographs serve as historical evidence, providing a
visual representation of the hardships endured.
- Emotional Impact: Images evoke emotional responses, allowing viewers to
connect with the subjects' experiences on a personal level.
- Social Reform: Many photographs were used to advocate for social change and
government intervention, influencing policies and public perception.

Notable Photographers

Several photographers captured the essence of the Great Depression,
contributing to a collective visual history:

1. Dorothea Lange: Best known for her iconic photograph "Migrant Mother,"
Lange's work highlighted the plight of displaced families.
2. Walker Evans: His photos documented the lives of rural Americans,
showcasing their dignity amid hardship.
3. Russell Lee: Lee's images captured the everyday life of people during the
depression, focusing on both struggles and resilience.
4. Arthur Rothstein: Known for his powerful images of the Dust Bowl,
Rothstein’s work emphasized the environmental and economic challenges faced
by farmers.



Creating an Engaging Webquest

Defining the Structure

A webquest is an inquiry-oriented lesson format that uses the internet as a
key resource. Here’s a basic structure for a Great Depression Photograph
Analysis Webquest:

1. Introduction: Provide background information about the Great Depression
and the importance of photography in documenting this period.
2. Task: Define what students will do. For example, students could analyze
specific photographs, create a presentation, or write a reflective essay.
3. Process: Outline the steps students will follow to complete the task. This
may include:
- Researching the historical context of the photographs.
- Analyzing specific images and their emotional and social implications.
- Presenting findings to the class.
4. Resources: Provide links to primary and secondary sources, including
online archives, articles, and video documentaries.
5. Evaluation: Describe the criteria for assessing students' work, focusing
on their analytical skills, creativity, and understanding of the historical
context.

Engagement Activities

To promote engagement and critical thinking, consider incorporating the
following activities into the webquest:

- Group Analysis: Divide students into small groups to analyze different
photographs. Each group can present their findings to the class.
- Comparative Study: Have students compare photographs from the Great
Depression to those from another historical period, discussing similarities
and differences in societal impacts.
- Creative Expression: Encourage students to create their own artwork
inspired by the themes of resilience and hardship they discover in the
photographs.
- Virtual Gallery: Create an online gallery where students can upload their
analyzed photographs along with their interpretations.

Analyzing Great Depression Photographs



Key Elements of Analysis

When analyzing photographs from the Great Depression, focus on the following
elements:

1. Composition: Examine how the photograph is framed. Consider the
arrangement of subjects, use of space, and focal points.
2. Subject Matter: Identify the individuals or groups represented in the
image. What are their expressions, and what actions are they engaged in?
3. Context: Consider the historical context of the photograph. What events or
circumstances might have influenced the image?
4. Emotion: Reflect on the emotional tone of the photograph. What feelings
does it evoke? How does it resonate with the viewer?
5. Symbolism: Look for symbols within the photograph that may represent
broader themes of the Great Depression, such as poverty, resilience, or
community.

Case Study: Analyzing "Migrant Mother"

Dorothea Lange’s "Migrant Mother" is a powerful example of Great Depression
photography that can be analyzed in-depth:

- Composition: The photograph features a close-up of a woman holding her
children, emphasizing their vulnerability.
- Subject Matter: The mother’s worried expression captures the anxiety and
desperation faced by many families during this time.
- Context: Taken in 1936, the image reflects the struggles of migrant workers
in California during the Dust Bowl.
- Emotion: The photograph evokes feelings of empathy and compassion,
prompting viewers to consider the plight of displaced families.
- Symbolism: The image symbolizes maternal strength and resilience,
representing the enduring human spirit amid hardship.

Conclusion

The Great Depression Photograph Analysis Webquest serves as a powerful
educational tool, allowing students to connect with history through visual
storytelling. By engaging with the photographs of this era, students not only
learn about the socio-economic challenges faced by individuals but also
develop critical analytical skills. Through structured tasks, creative
activities, and in-depth analysis, participants can appreciate the profound
impact of photography as a means of documentation and advocacy. Ultimately,
this webquest not only enhances historical understanding but also fosters
empathy and awareness, ensuring that the lessons of the past resonate in the
present.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a webquest and how is it used in the context
of Great Depression photograph analysis?
A webquest is an inquiry-oriented online tool for learning that involves
students engaging in research and analysis. In the context of Great
Depression photograph analysis, students use webquests to explore historical
photographs, evaluate their significance, and understand the social and
economic impact of the era.

What key themes should students look for when
analyzing Great Depression photographs?
Students should look for themes such as poverty, unemployment, resilience,
family dynamics, and the impact of government programs. These themes help
provide context and deeper understanding of the photographs' historical
significance.

How can analyzing photographs from the Great
Depression enhance students' understanding of
history?
Analyzing photographs allows students to visually connect with the past,
fostering empathy and a personal connection to historical events. It
encourages critical thinking about the social conditions and experiences of
people during the Great Depression.

What resources might students use in a webquest
focused on Great Depression photographs?
Students might use online archives, digital libraries, historical websites,
and primary source databases that host collections of Great Depression
photographs, such as the Library of Congress or the National Archives.

What skills do students develop through a Great
Depression photograph analysis webquest?
Students develop skills such as critical thinking, visual literacy, research
proficiency, and the ability to synthesize information. They also enhance
their communication skills through presentations and discussions based on
their analyses.

How can teachers assess student learning in a Great
Depression photograph analysis webquest?
Teachers can assess student learning through rubrics that evaluate



participation, analysis depth, creativity in presentation, and overall
understanding of the historical context. Reflection essays or group
discussions can also serve as assessment tools.

What are some common misconceptions students might
have about the Great Depression that a webquest can
help clarify?
Common misconceptions include the belief that the Great Depression affected
only certain demographics or that it was a short-lived event. A webquest can
clarify these points by providing diverse perspectives and emphasizing the
widespread and long-lasting impact of the era.
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