
Goblin Market Poem Analysis

Goblin Market is a captivating poem written by Christina Rossetti and published in 1862. This
narrative poem has intrigued readers and scholars alike for its rich imagery, complex themes, and
moral undertones. In this analysis, we will delve into the central themes, character dynamics, and
the poem's historical context, providing a comprehensive understanding of Rossetti's work.

Overview of Goblin Market

Christina Rossetti’s "Goblin Market" tells the story of two sisters, Laura and Lizzie, who encounter a
group of goblin merchants selling alluring fruit. The poem is notable for its lush, sensory language
and its exploration of female sexuality, temptation, and redemption. It blends elements of fairy tales,
folklore, and moral allegory, making it a unique piece in Victorian literature.

Thematic Analysis

The poem is rife with themes that resonate on multiple levels. Below are some of the most



significant:

1. Temptation and Desire

The goblins represent temptation, luring the sisters with their enchanting fruit. Laura, who
succumbs to the goblins' allure, embodies the dangers of unchecked desire. Her experience serves
as a cautionary tale about the consequences of indulgence and the loss of innocence.

- Symbolism of the Fruit: The fruit symbolizes not only physical pleasure but also the broader theme
of sexual awakening. Laura's initial delight in the fruit quickly turns into despair as she realizes the
cost of her indulgence.

2. Sisterhood and Sacrifice

Lizzie’s character represents loyalty and selflessness. After Laura’s fall, Lizzie risks her safety to
save her sister by confronting the goblins. This act of sacrifice highlights the strength of sisterly
bonds and the theme of female solidarity.

- Contrast Between Sisters: The differences between Laura and Lizzie underscore the complexities of
female identity. Laura, driven by desire, contrasts with Lizzie, who embodies restraint and courage.

3. The Duality of Female Experience

Rossetti explores the duality of female existence through her characters. While Laura's story reflects
the peril of succumbing to temptation, Lizzie’s journey illustrates the power of resilience and
redemption. This duality raises questions about societal expectations of women during the Victorian
era.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Goblin Market" are richly drawn and serve to amplify the poem's themes.

1. Laura

Laura is the more vulnerable of the two sisters. Her curiosity leads her to the goblin market, where
her desires overpower her judgment. The impact of her choices is profound, as she experiences both
ecstasy and despair.

- Transformation: After consuming the fruit, Laura undergoes a transformation marked by physical
and emotional deterioration, symbolizing the consequences of yielding to temptation.



2. Lizzie

In contrast, Lizzie represents strength and moral fortitude. Even after witnessing Laura's downfall,
she remains steadfast and determined to save her sister.

- Heroic Qualities: Lizzie’s journey to confront the goblins illustrates her bravery and selflessness.
She endures physical assault from the goblins but refuses to submit, ultimately leading to Laura’s
redemption.

3. The Goblins

The goblins themselves are intriguing figures, embodying both temptation and danger. Their
seductive language and enticing offerings reflect the themes of desire and the moral pitfalls of
indulgence.

- Representation of Evil: The goblins can be interpreted as representations of societal vices, preying
on the weaknesses of the innocent. Their haunting calls are reminiscent of sirens, luring individuals
to their doom.

Imagery and Symbolism

Rossetti employs vivid imagery and rich symbolism throughout "Goblin Market," which enhances the
poem's emotional depth and thematic complexity.

1. Sensory Language

The poem is characterized by its lush, sensory descriptions of the fruit and the goblin market. This
imagery immerses the reader in the world of the poem, evoking both beauty and danger.

- Examples of Imagery: Phrases like “fruits and sweets” and descriptions of the goblins’ appearances
create a vibrant yet unsettling atmosphere. The use of alliteration and rhyme further enhances the
musical quality of the poem.

2. Symbolism of the Market

The goblin market serves as a multifaceted symbol. It represents not only the allure of temptation
but also the broader societal pressures faced by women during the Victorian era.

- Commercialization of Femininity: The market can be seen as a critique of how women’s desires are
commodified and exploited, reflecting the societal expectations imposed upon them.



Historical Context

To fully appreciate "Goblin Market," it's essential to consider the historical and cultural context in
which Rossetti wrote.

1. Victorian Gender Norms

The Victorian era was characterized by strict gender roles and expectations for women. Women
were often viewed as passive and were expected to embody purity and virtue.

- Rebellion Against Norms: Rossetti’s poem challenges these norms by portraying the complex inner
lives of women and exploring themes of sexuality, desire, and autonomy.

2. Pre-Raphaelite Influence

Christina Rossetti was closely associated with the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, a group of artists and
poets who sought to challenge the conventions of their time.

- Artistic Movement: The Pre-Raphaelites emphasized vivid imagery and emotional depth, which is
evident in Rossetti’s use of language and symbolism in "Goblin Market."

Critical Reception and Interpretations

Since its publication, "Goblin Market" has been the subject of extensive analysis and interpretation.
Critics have approached the poem from various angles, including feminist, psychoanalytic, and
historical perspectives.

1. Feminist Interpretations

Feminist critics have highlighted the poem's exploration of female desire and agency. Lizzie's role as
a savior and protector of her sister challenges traditional gender roles.

- Empowerment Through Sisterhood: The bond between Laura and Lizzie serves as a powerful
symbol of female empowerment and solidarity in the face of societal challenges.

2. Psychoanalytic Readings

Psychoanalytic interpretations have focused on the themes of repression and desire. Laura’s
indulgence in the goblins' fruit can be seen as a metaphor for the struggle between societal
expectations and personal desires.



- Conflict Between Id and Superego: Laura's consumption of the fruit represents the id's pursuit of
pleasure, while Lizzie's resistance reflects the superego's moral constraints.

Conclusion

In "Goblin Market," Christina Rossetti weaves a rich tapestry of themes, characters, and symbolism
that invites readers to explore the complexities of female experience, desire, and redemption.
Through the lens of sisterhood and sacrifice, the poem challenges societal norms and highlights the
struggles women faced in the Victorian era. As a result, "Goblin Market" remains a timeless work
that continues to resonate with contemporary audiences, inviting ongoing analysis and
interpretation. Its enduring appeal lies in its ability to provoke thought and inspire discussion about
the intricate interplay between desire, morality, and identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes of Christina Rossetti's 'Goblin
Market'?
The central themes of 'Goblin Market' include temptation, sisterhood, and the duality of desire and
sacrifice. The poem explores the dangers of succumbing to temptation and the strength of familial
bonds, particularly through the relationship between the two sisters, Laura and Lizzie.

How does Rossetti use imagery to convey the dangers of the
goblin merchants?
Rossetti employs vivid and often grotesque imagery to depict the goblin merchants and their fruit.
The descriptions of the fruit as alluring yet dangerous serve to symbolize the enticing but potentially
destructive nature of desire and temptation.

In what ways does 'Goblin Market' reflect Victorian societal
views on women and sexuality?
The poem reflects Victorian societal views by portraying women as vulnerable to male temptation
and the consequences of sexual awakening. The goblin men represent predatory masculinity, while
the sisters' experiences highlight the societal pressures on women regarding purity and morality.

What role does sisterhood play in the narrative of 'Goblin
Market'?
Sisterhood is central to the narrative, as Lizzie's selfless act to save Laura highlights the theme of
female solidarity. Their bond underscores the idea that love and support between women can
overcome adversity and the perils of temptation, ultimately leading to redemption.



How does the structure of 'Goblin Market' enhance its
themes?
The poem's structure, with its rhythmic verse and repeated refrains, enhances its themes by
creating a musical quality that mirrors the seductive lure of the goblin merchants. The alternating
voices of Laura and Lizzie also emphasize the contrast between surrender to temptation and
resilience, reinforcing the poem's moral lessons.
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哥布林与地精的区别是什么？ - 知乎
哥布林 可以说是 goblin 的音译，指向明确，没有疑问， 而地精，这两个汉字的合成词，容易引发误解和误译。 Gnome 一种翻译版本，叫侏儒，而另一种，叫地精，魔兽世界国服，
采用的是侏儒，而台服，采用的是地精。

orc和goblin在托尔金的中土世界里是一种生物么？ - 知乎
原作里orc是中土其他种族（如洛汗人）用来称呼此族的一个单词，goblin是orc的英语译名。 霍比特人 中孤山小队在迷雾山脉遇险的时候， goblin 头领看到索林所持精灵宝剑
就愤怒大叫，就是因为那把剑曾斩杀无数半兽人，得名为“Orcrist”奥克锐斯特——兽咬剑。

为什么哥布林这种动漫生物能被大家所熟知? - 知乎
Apr 22, 2025 · Goblin不是动漫生物，Goblin是一种在西方神话故事里的生物。 接触西方文化，很大概率会知道这种生物。 比如说，我最早知道Goblin，是从美国
的一款游戏游戏《魔法师传奇2 魔法艺术》，这款游戏中，最弱的生物就是哥布林、骷髅、僵尸、蜘蛛等。

哥布林是什么？ - 知乎
Goblin，地精，精灵，哥布林。它有许多的称呼 说起这Goblin啊，那就得从西方魔幻文学的鼻祖～托尔金教授所著，发行的1955年魔戒说起了。 虽然在魔戒的原作里并没有提及
此种族（但是在其他补充中土世界世界观的书籍里可能提及过Goblin，因为这些书籍并没有中译本，所以很遗憾在下并没有读过 ...

为什么“哥布林”、“史莱姆”等音译名被接受了，“奥克”、“拽根”却没 …
Apr 5, 2017 · 如果说是习惯的问题，Goblin在早期也是被译为“地精”的，但“哥布林”这个名字后来也被逐渐接受了，而像龙裔大家说抓根宝也很习惯。 为什么奥克
（Orc）… 显示全部 关注者 10 被浏览

如果现实中真的存在哥布林（Japanese Goblin）的话，会发生什 …
Japanese Goblin（YMN姐贵）的人物原型 伊吹萃香 能一拳干碎 妖怪之山，相当于能一拳打爆一个比筑紫平原还大的区域。 不如先稳住她，在她急眼之前让她展示一下控制
密度的能力，变个巨大化萃香或者分一堆小分身出来玩玩

如何区分霍比特人中的半兽人和哥布林？ - 知乎
Dec 7, 2014 · Orc和Goblin，相当于对“半兽人”这一种族的拉丁语和英语叫法。 托尔金小说中的半兽人一词是早期译本译者的意译结果，现在的新版中译本，霍比特人沿用
半兽人的译法，魔戒则已修正为 奥克。 奥克是其他种族（比方说 洛汗人类）为这支丑恶种族所取的名字 ...

侏儒、矮人、地精、精怪、妖精等之间有什么区别？ - 知乎
Mar 11, 2021 · 有的是翻译问题 Gnome 在《魔兽世界》国服叫侏儒，在 《哈利波特》 和《魔兽世界》台服叫地精，一般通称地精。 Goblin 在《哈利波特》中叫妖精，
在《魔兽世界》国服叫地精，在《魔兽世界》台服叫哥布林，一般通称为哥布林。 Dwarf 矮人，在 《魔戒》 系列、《魔兽世界》中都有登场，一个身高略 ...
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皇牌空战7到底讲了一个什么故事？ - 知乎
Trigger摧毁了ISEV周围的防空系统。 海妖部队（Sea Goblin）降落在太空电梯，而“法师”、“魔像”和“石像鬼“中队与从塞拉塔普拉（Selatapura）发射
的MQ-99无人机交战。 海妖在撤离途中全部阵亡，哈林乘坐的飞机也被击毁，“自由”号随后出现，欧西亚军被迫撤退。

如何看待furry与ork共用“兽人”这一词？ - 知乎
Aug 22, 2022 · 无标准答案一般大家都是音译furry（福瑞），意译orc（兽人），再结合语境，并不会出现混淆。 但这背后的奇幻译名问题也确实值得一说。 Furry显然
更符合“兽人”这两个字的字面含义，也就是野兽+人的组合体。 西方奇幻里经常出现的Lycanthrope外形就比较接近Furry，狼人（Werewolf）就是这一分类下最 ...

哥布林与地精的区别是什么？ - 知乎
哥布林 可以说是 goblin 的音译，指向明确，没有疑问， 而地精，这两个汉字的合成词，容易引发误解和误译。 Gnome 一种翻译版本，叫侏儒，而另一种，叫地精，魔兽世界国服，
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orc和goblin在托尔金的中土世界里是一种生物么？ - 知乎
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