
Gonzaga March Madness History

Gonzaga March Madness history is a remarkable narrative woven into the fabric of
college basketball. The Gonzaga Bulldogs, hailing from Spokane, Washington, have
transformed from a mid-major program into a perennial powerhouse in NCAA basketball.
Their journey through the NCAA Tournament, commonly known as March Madness, is filled
with memorable moments, impressive upsets, and a growing legacy. This article explores
the history of Gonzaga in March Madness, highlighting their evolution, key milestones, and
the impact they have made on the tournament.

Early Years and Establishing a Presence

Gonzaga University, founded in 1887, has a long history in collegiate athletics, but it wasn’t
until the 1990s that its basketball program began to gain national attention.

The 1999 Breakthrough

The turning point for Gonzaga's March Madness history came in 1999 when they made their
first-ever appearance in the NCAA Tournament. Under the leadership of head coach Mark
Few, the Bulldogs entered the tournament as a 10-seed.

- They faced the 7-seed University of Minnesota in the first round and pulled off a stunning
upset, winning 75-63.
- In the second round, Gonzaga continued to defy expectations by defeating the 2-seed
Stanford Cardinal 89-81, advancing to the Sweet 16.
- The Bulldogs' fairytale run came to an end in the Elite Eight against the UConn Huskies,
but their performance established Gonzaga as a team to watch in March Madness.



Establishing Consistency

Following their 1999 tournament run, Gonzaga solidified its reputation as a competitive
program. They consistently qualified for the NCAA Tournament throughout the early 2000s.

2001-2003: Continued Success

In the early 2000s, Gonzaga continued to build on their success:

1. 2001: The Bulldogs earned a 6-seed but were eliminated in the first round against the
11-seed, the University of Virginia.
2. 2002: Gonzaga returned with a 10-seed but fell again in the first round to the 7-seed, the
University of Connecticut.
3. 2003: Gonzaga was a 3-seed and reached the Sweet 16 before losing to the 2-seed, the
University of Kansas.

Despite their early exits in these tournaments, the Bulldogs established themselves as a
program capable of competing with the best teams in the nation.

2004: A New Era Begins

The 2004 NCAA Tournament marked a significant turning point for Gonzaga. They entered
the tournament as a 1-seed for the first time in program history.

- The Bulldogs showcased their talent throughout the tournament, decisively defeating
opponents like the 16-seed, the University of Pennsylvania, and the 8-seed, the University
of Nevada.
- However, Gonzaga's dreams were dashed in the Sweet 16 by the 4-seed, the University of
Oklahoma.

The Rise to National Prominence

As the 21st century progressed, Gonzaga began to redefine its identity from a mid-major to
a national powerhouse.

2015: A Strong Tournament Performance

By 2015, Gonzaga had become a staple of March Madness. They entered the tournament as
a 2-seed and had a strong showing:

- The Bulldogs cruised through the first few rounds, defeating the 15-seed, the North
Dakota State Bison, and the 7-seed, the Iowa Hawkeyes.



- Gonzaga advanced to the Elite Eight, where they faced the 1-seed, the Duke Blue Devils.
Despite a valiant effort, they were eliminated, but the performance solidified their status as
a top-tier program.

2017: The Historic Run

The pinnacle of Gonzaga's March Madness history came in 2017 when they made their first
appearance in the NCAA Championship game.

- Gonzaga entered the tournament as a 1-seed and showcased their talent with dominant
performances against teams like the 16-seed, the South Dakota State Jackrabbits, and the
4-seed, the West Virginia Mountaineers.
- The Bulldogs' journey culminated in the championship game against the North Carolina
Tar Heels. Despite a strong effort, Gonzaga fell short, losing 71-65.

The 2017 run not only marked a historic moment for the program but also elevated
Gonzaga's status in college basketball.

Recent Years and Sustained Excellence

In the years following their championship appearance, Gonzaga continued to be a
formidable force in March Madness.

2021: A Perfect Regular Season

The 2020-2021 season saw Gonzaga achieve unprecedented success:

- The Bulldogs completed the regular season with a perfect 26-0 record and entered the
NCAA Tournament as the top overall seed.
- Gonzaga showcased their dominance, winning games against the 16-seed, the Norfolk
State Spartans, and the 8-seed, the Oklahoma Sooners.
- They reached the championship game against the Baylor Bears, but despite a strong
season, Gonzaga lost, finishing as runners-up for the second time in their history.

Impact on College Basketball

Gonzaga's success in March Madness has significantly impacted college basketball:

- Recruitment: The Bulldogs have become a destination for top recruits, attracting talent
that has helped elevate the program's status.
- Mid-Major Success: Gonzaga's success has inspired other mid-major programs,
showcasing that smaller schools can compete at the highest level.
- National Recognition: The program has gained substantial national recognition, making



them a household name in college basketball.

The Legacy of Gonzaga in March Madness

Gonzaga's March Madness history is a testament to perseverance, dedication, and growth.
From their humble beginnings as a mid-major program to becoming a national powerhouse,
the Bulldogs have left an indelible mark on college basketball. Their consistent performance
in the NCAA Tournament serves as an inspiration for aspiring programs and players across
the nation.

Key Takeaways

The legacy of Gonzaga in March Madness can be summarized through a few key points:

- Historic Breakthroughs: Their 1999 and 2017 tournament runs marked significant
milestones for the program.
- Continued Success: Gonzaga has established itself as a perennial contender in NCAA
basketball, consistently qualifying for the tournament.
- Cultural Impact: The Bulldogs have changed the landscape of college basketball, proving
that mid-major teams can compete at the highest levels.

As Gonzaga continues to thrive in March Madness, their story serves as a reminder of the
possibilities that exist in college basketball, inspiring future generations of players and fans
alike. The Bulldogs' journey is far from over, and their impact on March Madness is sure to
grow in the years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year did Gonzaga first make the NCAA
Tournament?
Gonzaga made its first NCAA Tournament appearance in 1995.

How many times has Gonzaga reached the Final Four?
As of 2023, Gonzaga has reached the Final Four twice, in 1999 and 2017.

What is Gonzaga's best finish in the NCAA Tournament?
Gonzaga's best finish in the NCAA Tournament is as the runner-up, which they achieved in
2017.



Who was Gonzaga's head coach during their 1999 Final
Four run?
Mark Few was the head coach during Gonzaga's 1999 Final Four run.

How many NCAA Tournament appearances has Gonzaga
made as of 2023?
As of 2023, Gonzaga has made 25 NCAA Tournament appearances.

What notable achievement did Gonzaga accomplish in
the 2020 NCAA Tournament?
In the 2020 NCAA Tournament, Gonzaga was named a No. 1 seed for the first time in
program history, although the tournament was canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Which Gonzaga player won the Naismith College Player
of the Year award in 2021?
Corey Kispert won the Naismith College Player of the Year award in 2021.

What is Gonzaga's nickname?
Gonzaga's nickname is the Bulldogs.

How has Gonzaga's performance in March Madness
affected their national reputation?
Gonzaga's consistent performance in March Madness has elevated their national reputation,
turning them into a perennial powerhouse in college basketball.

What year did Gonzaga achieve their first No. 1 seed in
the NCAA Tournament?
Gonzaga achieved their first No. 1 seed in the NCAA Tournament in 2013.
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