God Of Small Things Arundhati Roy

WINNER OF THE 1997 BOOKER PRI|IZE

The God of Small Things is a novel written by Arundhati Roy, which won the Booker Prize in 1997 and
has since become a significant work in contemporary literature. Set against the backdrop of Kerala in India,
the novel delves into the complexities of family dynamics, societal expectations, and the caste system, all
while exploring themes of love, loss, and the impact of history on personal lives. This article will provide

an in-depth analysis of the novel, its themes, characters, and the socio-political context in which it was



written.

Overview of the Novel

Published in 1997, "The God of Small Things" was Arundhati Roy's debut novel and has garnered critical
acclaim for its rich narrative style and poignant storytelling. The novel is non-linear, oscillating between
the past and the present, primarily focusing on the lives of fraternal twins, Rahel and Estha, who navigate

their traumatic childhood in a society steeped in rigid class hierarchies.

Plot Summary

The narrative unfolds in the small town of Ayemenem, Kerala, and revolves around two main timelines:
the childhood of the twins in 1969 and their adult lives in 1993. The story intricately weaves together
memories of their family, particularly focusing on the tragic event that alters their lives forever—the
forbidden love between their mother, Ammu, and Velutha, a man from the untouchable caste.

Key events in the story include:

1. The Return of Rahel: The adult Rahel returns to Ayemenem after years in America to reunite with her

twin brother, Estha, who has become mute after the traumatic events of their childhood.

2. Ammu's Defiance: Ammu's love affair with Velutha is a central conflict in the narrative, as their

relationship challenges the societal norms of caste and gender.

3. The Tragedy: The story culminates in a heartbreaking tragedy that leads to the separation of the twins

and the irrevocable impact it has on their lives.

Themes in "The God of Small Things"

Arundhati Roy's novel is rich with themes that resonate deeply with readers. Below are some of the most

prominent themes explored in the book.

Caste and Social Discrimination

One of the most salient themes in "The God of Small Things" is the critique of the caste system in India.

The novel illustrates how societal norms dictate the lives of individuals, particularly through the character



of Velutha, who is a skilled carpenter and an untouchable. His love for Ammu defies the rigid caste

boundaries, leading to tragic consequences.
Key aspects of this theme include:

- The Impact of Caste on Relationships: The love between Ammu and Velutha is portrayed as both
beautiful and doomed due to societal constraints.
- The Consequences of Breaking Caste Rules: The repercussions of their relationship highlight the brutal

enforcement of caste norms and the moral policing that ensues.

Love and Loss

Love, in its various forms, is a recurring theme in the novel. The relationships depicted range from familial

love to romantic love, all of which are fraught with societal challenges and personal sacrifices.

- Parental Love: Ammu's love for her children, Rahel and Estha, is fierce yet tinged with despair due to
her inability to protect them from societal judgment.
- Romantic Love: The forbidden love between Ammu and Velutha exemplifies the beauty and tragedy of

love that defies societal expectations.

Memory and Trauma

The novel's non-linear structure reflects the fragmented nature of memory, particularly in relation to
trauma. The childhood experiences of Rahel and Estha haunt their adult lives, illustrating how trauma can

shape identity.

- Childhood Innocence Lost: The narrative shows how the innocence of childhood is shattered by harsh
realities, leading to long-lasting emotional scars.
- The Weight of the Past: The characters are burdened by their memories, suggesting that the past is an

inseparable part of their present.

Character Analysis

The characters in "The God of Small Things" are richly drawn, each representing various facets of society

and personal struggle.



Ammu Ipe

Ammu is the mother of Rahel and Estha, a strong-willed woman who strives for independence in a
patriarchal society. Her relationship with Velutha serves as the catalyst for the tragic events in the novel.

Ammu embodies the struggle against societal norms, making her a powerful and relatable character.

Rahel and Estha

The fraternal twins are at the heart of the story, representing innocence and the deep bond of sibling love.
Their experiences shape their identities, and their journey from childhood to adulthood reflects the loss of

innocence.

- Rahel: As an adult, she returns to Ayemenem burdened by her past, seeking solace in her brother.

- Estha: The trauma he endures leads him to silence, highlighting the impact of their shared experiences.

Velutha

Velutha is a skilled carpenter and a member of the untouchable caste. His character challenges societal
norms and embodies the theme of love that defies boundaries. His tragic fate serves as a critique of the caste

system and the destructive nature of societal prejudices.

Writing Style and Structure

Arundhati Roy's writing style is characterized by its lyrical prose, intricate imagery, and poetic language.
The non-linear narrative structure reflects the complexity of memory and allows readers to piece together

the story gradually.
Key features of her writing include:

- Symbolism and Imagery: The use of vivid imagery and symbols enhances the emotional depth of the
narrative.
- Interweaving Timelines: The oscillation between past and present creates a sense of urgency and enigma,

drawing readers into the characters' lives.



Socio-Political Context

"The God of Small Things" is deeply rooted in the socio-political landscape of India, particularly the issues
surrounding caste, gender, and post-colonial identity. The novel serves as a reflection of the societal changes

occurring in India during the late 20th century.

- Caste System: The novel critiques the rigid caste system prevalent in Indian society, highlighting its
impact on individual lives and relationships.
- Gender Roles: The struggles of Ammu against patriarchal norms reflect the challenges faced by women

in Indian society.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "The God of Small Things" by Arundhati Roy is a profound exploration of love, loss, and the
sociocultural landscape of India. Through its rich narrative and complex characters, the novel offers a critical
lens on issues of caste, gender, and memory. As a debut novel, it has left an indelible mark on
contemporary literature, inviting readers to reflect on the small things that shape our lives and the larger
societal constructs that seek to define them. Roy's ability to intertwine personal and political narratives

ensures that her work remains relevant and resonant, making "The God of Small Things" a timeless classic.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The God of Small Things' by
Arundhati Roy?

The main themes include love and loss, the impact of social discrimination, family dynamics, and the

interplay of personal and political histories.

How does Arundhati Roy use non-linear storytelling in '"The God of
Small Things'?

Roy employs a non-linear narrative structure to weave together past and present, allowing readers to

gradually uncover the characters' backstories and the events that shape their lives.

‘What role does the setting of Kerala play in "The God of Small Things"?

Kerala serves as a vibrant backdrop that reflects the cultural, social, and political complexities of India,

influencing the characters' lives and the story's themes.



How does '"The God of Small Things' address issues of caste and social
hierarchy?

The novel highlights the rigid caste system in India, illustrating how it dictates relationships and personal

choices, particularly through the forbidden love between Ammu and Velutha.

What is the significance of the title "The God of Small Things"?

The title suggests a focus on the small, everyday moments and details that shape human experiences,

emphasizing how these seemingly insignificant elements can hold profound meaning.
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Explore the profound themes and rich storytelling of 'God of Small Things' by Arundhati Roy.
Discover how this masterpiece reshapes narrative art. Learn more!
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