Goals For Gestalt Language Learners

Utterances should be spontaneous, self-
generated, and NOT prompted In any

way.

EXAMPLE: "Student will spontaneously and
independently produce ____ "

Student should be well-regulated
(Yes, you can Include this In the goal)

EXAMPLE: "When student is well-regulated
and provided unlimited access to sensory
supports induding ___, they will produce

La should be produced during
chil play vs. structured language
environments.

EXAMPLE: "During open-ended, child-led play,
sukatvﬂﬂpmx{EE___f

Goals for gestalt language learners are essential for guiding the development
of communication skills in individuals who learn language in chunks or
phrases rather than through a traditional, analytic approach. Gestalt
language processing is a unique way of acquiring language, often observed in
children on the autism spectrum or those with other speech and language
challenges. This article explores effective goals tailored for gestalt
language learners, providing insights into strategies, techniques, and best
practices that can foster language development in this population.



Understanding Gestalt Language Learning

Gestalt language learners typically absorb language in large units or
"gestalts," which may include entire phrases from movies, songs, or
conversations. This contrasts with analytic language learners who break down
language into smaller components, such as individual words and grammar rules.
Understanding this difference is crucial in setting appropriate goals.

Characteristics of Gestalt Language Learners

Recognizing the characteristics of gestalt language learners can help
educators and caregivers set realistic and effective goals. Common traits
include:

- Echolalia: The repetition of phrases heard in context or in isolation,
which may serve as a communicative function.

- Delayed echolalia: Using phrases or sentences that were learned previously,
often at a later time or in different contexts.

- Scripted language: Employing memorized phrases or scripts in appropriate
situations, which may not always reflect spontaneous language use.

- Inconsistent use of language: Difficulty in generalizing learned phrases to
new situations or contexts.

Setting Effective Goals for Gestalt Language
Learners

When creating goals for gestalt language learners, it is vital to focus on
individual strengths, interests, and needs. Goals should be specific,
measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound (SMART). Here are several
categories of goals that can be beneficial:

1. Communication Goals

Effective communication is the cornerstone of language development. Goals in
this area should focus on:

- Increasing spontaneous communication: Encourage the use of original phrases
rather than solely relying on scripts.

- Expanding communicative functions: Teach learners to use language for
various purposes, such as requesting, commenting, or asking questions.

- Improving comprehension: Enhance understanding of language through
activities that promote listening and interpretation skills.



2. Vocabulary Development Goals

Building a robust vocabulary is essential for gestalt language learners.
Goals in this area might include:

- Expanding vocabulary through thematic units: Introduce new words within
specific themes (e.g., animals, food) to help learners make connections.

- Using visual supports: Implement pictures, symbols, or objects to reinforce
new vocabulary and facilitate understanding.

- Encouraging word retrieval: Develop techniques to help learners access and
use vocabulary in appropriate contexts.

3. Social Interaction Goals

Social communication is critical for gestalt language learners, especially in
building relationships. Goals related to social interaction may involve:

- Practicing turn-taking: Use games and structured activities to teach
learners how to take turns in conversation.

- Role-playing social situations: Create scenarios where learners can
practice appropriate language use in social contexts.

- Encouraging eye contact and non-verbal cues: Help learners develop
awareness of non-verbal communication to enhance their interactions.

4. Narrative and Storytelling Goals

Narrative skills are vital for effective communication and comprehension.
Goals in this area might include:

- Encouraging storytelling through visuals: Use storyboards or picture
sequences to help learners structure narratives.

- Using scripts as a foundation: Start with existing scripts and gradually
encourage modifications to promote originality.

- Practicing retelling stories: Have learners retell familiar stories,
focusing on sequence and key events.

Strategies for Achieving Goals

To successfully meet the goals set for gestalt language learners, a variety
of strategies can be employed. These strategies should be individualized and
can include:



1. Modeling Language

Modeling appropriate language use is vital for gestalt language learners.
This can involve:

- Using clear and simple language: Speak in phrases that are easy to
understand and imitate.

- Incorporating repetitive language: Use familiar phrases frequently to
reinforce learning.

- Demonstrating various contexts: Show how language can be adapted for
different situations.

2. Structured Language Activities

Engaging in structured activities can create a supportive environment for
language development. Activities may include:

- Interactive games: Play games that require language use, such as “Simon
Says” or charades.

- Songs and rhymes: Use music to reinforce language patterns and vocabulary.
- Storytime sessions: Read books aloud while encouraging participation
through questions and predictions.

3. Technology and Augmentative Communication Tools

Utilizing technology can enhance learning opportunities for gestalt language
learners. Consider:

- Speech-generating devices: Use devices or apps that allow learners to
communicate through pre-programmed phrases.

- Visual supports: Implement tools like visual schedules or communication
boards to aid understanding and expression.

- Interactive software: Leverage educational apps that promote language
skills through engaging activities.

Monitoring Progress and Adjusting Goals

Regularly monitoring progress is essential in ensuring that goals remain
relevant and achievable. Consider the following approaches:

- Data collection: Keep records of language use, successes, and areas needing
improvement.

- Regular assessments: Conduct periodic evaluations to measure progress
against set goals.



- Flexibility: Be prepared to adjust goals as learners develop new skills or
face challenges.

Conclusion

In summary, establishing goals for gestalt language learners requires an
understanding of their unique language acquisition process. By focusing on
communication, vocabulary, social interaction, and narrative skills,
educators and caregivers can create effective, individualized goals.
Utilizing a variety of strategies and regularly monitoring progress will
facilitate the growth of language skills, empowering gestalt language
learners to communicate more effectively and confidently in their daily
lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are effective goals for gestalt language
learners in early childhood?

Effective goals for gestalt language learners in early childhood include
fostering the ability to break down echolalic phrases into smaller units,
encouraging spontaneous language use, and promoting social communication
skills through play and interaction.

How can parents support their gestalt language
learners at home?

Parents can support gestalt language learners by modeling language in
context, providing opportunities for natural language use, using visual
supports, and encouraging the child to express their needs and feelings
through both verbal and non-verbal means.

What role does play have in setting goals for
gestalt language learners?

Play is crucial for gestalt language learners as it provides a natural
context for communication. Goals can include using play scenarios to promote
language breakdown, social interaction, and the use of novel language based
on familiar scripts.

What are some signs that a gestalt language learner
is ready for more complex language goals?

Signs that a gestalt language learner is ready for more complex language
goals include the ability to use phrases in new contexts, the emergence of



spontaneous language, and the ability to combine learned scripts in novel
ways during communication.

How can educators create inclusive goals for gestalt
language learners in the classroom?

Educators can create inclusive goals by incorporating multimodal
communication supports, using thematic units that relate to students’
interests, allowing for peer interaction, and providing opportunities for
self-expression through various media.
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