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By Benjamin Tripp

Risks are the stsence of life. In the beginning, they are our instind. We loarn to crawl despite the
brusses on our knees and o Bows. Wa e 1o walk gospiie the many falls we endure, But & we get
olider and gaim a geater onsciousness of the world around us, somewhers aong the way we ane
prosented with faikere; at that point, many people try to sliminste most risks from their Bfe. But whene
would we be without our sense of explomtion, our wilingness to and to try new things despite the
pkfals that awalt us? That aftitude is chamaderstc of all great thinkers and innovatons in our socety,

I coma from a famidy thst Fas had (o Mie major risks in ordar 1 Bring ma to the plam | am today. My
ParEres grew up in Shardew and Yelnitza, two small towns i the Carpathian Mountaing, onoe & part of
the Sowvset Uinion, now located in the Ukmineg. As children of Holocaust survivars, they were dedicated
to giwing thesr children a promising future in the free and promising tand of America. Having beon
dacriminated spaingt from & young age, they Soapled thamssbrad 158 fisk-taking way of 18 7 ande
o prie v thie raditions af Judsiem: thiy' joined an underground Jewsh communiy and hild saoet
prayer Qroups 3 night when they knew they woukin be found,

My parents came to this country with thelr two year-oid daughter in Hovember of 191 against the
advice of all their Friends about Bc agreement. They hiad decided that leaving was ther only Lrue hape
of preserying their identty and raising & Jewish family despite their unfamiarity with English and the
uncarmanty of whare and how thiey would lse, Thiry ware nisk Takers bickise thiy scught a better,
freer lia,

That was their generation. And now [, oo, am at a oitical junctune of my ke on —one that is quite
dffgrent from my parents’ but fraught with difficult choices nonetheless.

Dedcatng the mext three years of my 182 to & legal education B & rak. Cartamly, paying for law
school will be & hardship; however, | mast also question whethar my study of the L@ will give me tha
intedliectual fulfiliment I seek in my post-college Ife. This ks an inguiry ['ve made to myself countiess
times. [ now know that, giwen my varied experiences and the diredtion 1've found myself taking, law
school is my only tree option.

For gna, | am an advecate. | hisva naver boen ashamed to stand up Bafom & group o dadend & cause
For exampie, whils | was studying poltics o Boston University, | ook 3 course in Amancan Poliics
taught by the chairperson of the departiment. This professor lectured for an hour and fifteen minutes
ata time solely from power point presentations, paying no atention to any questions the stisdents had
for hir. In addibon, she mirver mbde hersell ovelbbe durng office hour. |, slang with many of my
paers, was infuriated. Alter haaring complaint after complaint, [ decdded something had to ba doni.
Sa, | drafed a seven-page formal complaing, which | submitted for review to st diferent deans at
Boston Uniwersity. | stated in the letter that | had mo problem with the professor personally and that [
was not bryng to attack her charader, bat that my peers and | were only seeling o fsr oppoftunity to

GREAT PERSONAL STATEMENTS FOR LAW SCHOOL CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE YOUR APPLICATION AND SET YOU APART IN A
COMPETITIVE FIELD. A COMPELLING PERSONAL STATEMENT SERVES AS A WINDOW INTO YOUR PERSONALITY, ASPIRATIONS, AND
MOTIVATIONS FOR PURSUING A LEGAL CAREER. |T PROVIDES ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES WITH INSIGHT INTO WHO YOU ARE
BEYOND YOUR GRADES AND TEST SCORES. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF AN EXCEPTIONAL
PERSONAL STATEMENT, COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID, AND TIPS TO EFFECTIVELY SHOWCASE YOUR UNIQUE QUALITIES AND
EXPERIENCES.

UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF A PERSONAL STATEMENT

Y OUR PERSONAL STATEMENT IS NOT MERELY A RECOUNTING OF YOUR RESUME; IT IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO TELL YOUR STORY. IT
ALLOWS YOU TO ARTICULATE YOUR PASSION FOR LAW, YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE FIELD, AND HOW YOUR EXPERIENCES
HAVE SHAPED YOUR DESIRE TO BECOME A LAWYER. THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVES OF A PERSONAL STATEMENT INCLUDE:

® DEMONSTRATING YOUR WRITING SKILLS AND ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY.



® PROVIDING INSIGHT INTO YOUR CHARACTER, VALUES, AND MOTIVATIONS.
® HIGHLIGHTING EXPERIENCES THAT HAVE INFLUENCED YOUR DECISION TO PURSUE A LEGAL CAREER.

® EXPLAINING ANY UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES OR CHALLENGES YOU HAVE FACED.

Key COMPONENTS OF A GREAT PERSONAL STATEMENT

\W/HEN CRAFTING A PERSONAL STATEMENT FOR LAW SCHOOL, CONSIDER INCLUDING THE FOLLOW!ING ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS:!

1. A CoMPELLING OPENING

Y OUR OPENING PARAGRAPH SHOULD GRAB THE READER'S ATTENTION. CONSIDER STARTING WITH A PERSONAL ANECDOTE, A
THOUGHT-PROVOKING QUESTION, OR A POWERFUL STATEMENT THAT REFLECTS YOUR PASSION FOR LAW. A STRONG
INTRODUCTION SETS THE TONE FOR THE REST OF YOUR ESSAY AND ENCOURAGES THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE TO KEEP READING.

2. YOUR MOTIVATION FOR LAW

CLEARLY ARTICULATE WHY YOU WANT TO PURSUE A CAREER IN LAW. THIS COULD STEM FROM PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, A
DESIRE TO ADVOCATE FOR OTHERS, OR AN INTEREST IN A SPECIFIC LEGAL AREA, SUCH AS ENVIRONMENTAL LAW , HUMAN RIGHTS,
OR CORPORATE LAW. BE SPECIFIC AND SINCERE IN EXPRESSING YOUR MOTIVATIONS.

3. RELEVANT EXPERIENCES

HIGHLIGHT ANY ACADEMIC, PROFESSIONAL, OR VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCES THAT HAVE PREPARED YOU FOR LAW SCHOOL. THIS
COULD INCLUDE INTERNSHIPS, WORK WITH LEGAL ORGANIZATIONS, OR PARTICIPATION IN DEBATE CLUBS. Discuss WHAT You
LEARNED FROM THESE EXPERIENCES AND HOW THEY CONTRIBUTED TO YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE LAW.

4. SkiILLS AND QUALITIES

LAW SCHOOLS LOOK FOR CANDIDATES WHO POSSESS CERTAIN SKILLS AND QUALITIES, SUCH AS CRITICAL THINKING,
ANALYTICAL REASONING, AND STRONG COMMUNICATION ABILITIES. USE YOUR STATEMENT TO SHOWCASE THESE TRAITS
THROUGH SPECIFIC EXAMPLES. FOR INSTANCE, DESCRIBE A SITUATION WHERE YOU HAD TO ANALYZE COMPLEX INFORMATION OR
EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATE WITH DIVERSE GROUPS OF PEOPLE.

5. FUTUrRe GoALs

DISCUSS YOUR CAREER ASPIRATIONS AND HOW ATTENDING LAW SCHOOL FITS INTO YOUR LONG-TERM GOALS. W/HETHER YOU
AIM TO WORK IN PUBLIC SERVICE, CORPORATE LAW , OR ACADEMIA, PROVIDING A CLEAR VISION OF YOUR FUTURE CAN HELP THE
ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE UNDERSTAND YOUR COMMITMENT TO THE FIELD.



6. A STrRoNG CONCLUSION

END YOUR PERSONAL STATEMENT WITH A STRONG CONCLUSION THAT REINFORCES YOUR PASSION FOR LAW AND YOUR
READINESS FOR THE CHALLENGES OF LAW SCHOOL. CONSIDER SUMMARIZING YOUR KEY POINTS AND EXPRESSING YOUR
ENTHUSIASM FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE LEGAL FIELD.

CoMMON PITFALLS To Avolb

W/HILE WRITING YOUR PERSONAL STATEMENT, IT’S ESSENTIAL TO AVOID COMMON MISTAKES THAT CAN DETRACT FROM YOUR
MESSAGE. HERE ARE SOME PITFALLS TO WATCH OUT FOR:

1. BEING GENERIC: AVOID USING CLICH S OR VAGUE STATEMENTS. ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES READ HUNDREDS OF PERSONAL
STATEMENTS, AND GENERIC LANGUAGE CAN MAKE YOU BLEND IN RATHER THAN STAND OUT.

2. OVERLY PERSONAL INFORMATION: W/HILE SHARING PERSONAL ANECDOTES CAN BE POWERFUL, BE CAUTIOUS NOT TO
OVERSHARE. FOCUS ON EXPERIENCES THAT ARE RELEVANT TO YOUR LEGAL ASPIRATIONS.

3. NEGLECTING STRUCTURE: A DISORGANIZED PERSONAL STATEMENT CAN CONFUSE READERS. ENSURE YOUR ESSAY HAS A
CLEAR STRUCTURE WITH A LOGICAL FLOW OF IDEAS.

4. IGNORING THE PROMPT: EACH LAW SCHOOL MAY HAVE SPECIFIC PROMPTS OR GUIDELINES. BE SURE TO ADDRESS THESE
REQUIREMENTS DIRECTLY IN YOUR STATEMENT.

5. TyrPos AND GRAMMATICAL ERRORS: PROOFREAD YOUR STATEMENT MULTIPLE TIMES. ERRORS CAN CREATE A NEGATIVE
IMPRESSION AND SUGGEST A LACK OF ATTENTION TO DETAIL.

TiPs FOR WRITING AN OUTSTANDING PERSONAL STATEMENT

T O MAXIMIZE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF YOUR PERSONAL STATEMENT, CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING TIPS:

1. START EARLY

BEGIN DRAFTING YOUR PERSONAL STATEMENT WELL IN ADVANCE OF THE APPLICATION DEADLINE. THIS ALLOWS YOU AMPLE TIME
TO REVISE AND REFINE YOUR ESSAY. EARLY PREPARATION ALSO HELPS REDUCE STRESS WHEN APPROACHING DEADLINES.

2. Seek FEEDBACK

AFTER DRAFTING YOUR STATEMENT, SEEK FEEDBACK FROM TRUSTED MENTORS, PROFESSORS, OR PEERS. THEY CAN PROVIDE
VALUABLE INSIGHTS AND HELP IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT. CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM CAN ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF
YOUR WRITING AND CONTENT.

3. BE AUTHENTIC

W/RITE IN YOUR VOICE AND BE TRUE TO YOURSELF. AUTHENTICITY RESONATES WITH READERS AND HELPS ESTABLISH A GENUINE



CONNECTION. AVOID TRYING TO FIT INTO A MOLD OF WHAT YOU THINK ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES WANT TO HEAR.

4. Use SPeciFic EXAMPLES

W/HEN DISCUSSING YOUR EXPERIENCES AND MOTIVATIONS, USE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES TO ILLUSTRATE YOUR POINTS. THiS
STRENGTHENS YOUR NARRATIVE AND MAKES IT MORE ENGAGING. FOR INSTANCE, INSTEAD OF STATING THAT YOU ARE
PASSIONATE ABOUT SOCIAL JUSTICE, SHARE A STORY ABOUT HOW YOU HAVE ACTIVELY CONTRIBUTED TO PROMOTING IT.

5. TAILOR YOUR STATEMENT

IF YOU ARE APPLYING TO MULTIPLE LAW SCHOOLS, CONSIDER TAILORING YOUR PERSONAL STATEMENT TO REFLECT THE SPECIFIC
VALUES AND PROGRAMS OF EACH INSTITUTION. THIS DEMONSTRATES YOUR GENUINE INTEREST IN THEIR PROGRAM AND SHOWS
THAT YOU HAVE DONE YOUR RESEARCH.

IN CONCLUSION

CRAFTING GREAT PERSONAL STATEMENTS FOR LAW SCHOOL IS A CRUCIAL STEP IN THE APPLICATION PROCESS. BY FOCUSING ON
YOUR UNIQUE EXPERIENCES, MOTIVATIONS, AND ASPIRATIONS, YOU CAN CREATE A COMPELLING NARRATIVE THAT CAPTIVATES
ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE MEMBERS. REMEMBER TO AVOID COMMON PITFALLS, SEEK FEEDBACK, AND REMAIN AUTHENTIC
THROUGHOUT YOUR WRITING PROCESS. W/ITH CAREFUL THOUGHT AND PREPARATION, YOUR PERSONAL STATEMENT CAN
EFFECTIVELY CONVEY YOUR PASSION FOR LAW AND YOUR READINESS TO EMBARK ON THIS CHALLENGING YET REW ARDING
JOURNEY.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT ARE THE KEY COMPONENTS OF A GREAT PERSONAL STATEMENT FOR LAW
SCHOOL?

A GREAT PERSONAL STATEMENT SHOULD INCLUDE A COMPELLING INTRODUCTION, A CLEAR NARRATIVE ABOUT YOUR
MOTIVATIONS FOR PURSUING LAW , RELEVANT EXPERIENCES THAT SHAPED YOUR INTEREST, YOUR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS, AND
A CONCLUSION THAT TIES EVERYTHING TOGETHER AND REFLECTS YOUR FUTURE ASPIRATIONS IN LAW.

How IMPORTANT IS STORYTELLING IN A LAW SCHOOL PERSONAL STATEMENT?

STORYTELLING IS CRUCIAL IN A LAW SCHOOL PERSONAL STATEMENT AS IT HELPS TO CREATE A MEMORABLE NARRATIVE THAT
ENGAGES THE READER. A WELL-TOLD STORY CAN ILLUSTRATE YOUR PASSION FOR LAW AND PROVIDE A PERSONAL TOUCH THAT
SETS YOU APART FROM OTHER APPLICANTS.

\WHAT COMMON MISTAKES SHOULD | AVOID IN MY LAW SCHOOL PERSONAL
STATEMENT?

COMMON MISTAKES INCLUDE BEING TOO GENERIC, FAILING TO PROOFREAD AND EDIT, FOCUSING SOLELY ON ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENTS WITHOUT PERSONAL INSIGHT, USING CLICH S, AND NOT ADDRESSING WHY YOU WANT TO ATTEND A PARTICULAR
LAWY SCHOOL.

How CAN | EFFECTIVELY DEMONSTRATE MY INTEREST IN LAW IN MY PERSONAL



STATEMENT?

YOU CAN DEMONSTRATE YOUR INTEREST IN LAW BY DISCUSSING SPECIFIC EXPERIENCES SUCH AS INTERNSHIPS, VOLUNTEER WORK,
OR RELEVANT COURSEWORK. REFLECT ON HOW THESE EXPERIENCES INFLUENCED YOUR DECISION TO PURSUE A LEGAL CAREER AND
WHAT YOU LEARNED FROM THEM.

\W/HAT TONE SHOULD | USE IN MY LAW SCHOOL PERSONAL STATEMENT?

THE TONE OF YOUR PERSONAL STATEMENT SHOULD BE PROFESSIONAL YET PERSONAL. |T’S IMPORTANT TO BE SINCERE AND
AUTHENTIC WHILE MAINTAINING A LEVEL OF PROFESSIONALISM THAT REFLECTS YOUR SERIOUSNESS ABOUT PURSUING A CAREER IN
LAW.

How LONG SHOULD MY PERSONAL STATEMENT FOR LAW SCHOOL BE?

MOST LAW SCHOOLS REQUIRE A PERSONAL STATEMENT Of ABOUT 500 To 1,000 woRDS. IT’S ESSENTIAL TO FOLLOW THE
SPECIFIC GUIDELINES PROVIDED BY EACH SCHOOL, BUT GENERALLY, AIM FOR CLARITY AND CONCISENESS WHILE FULLY
ARTICULATING YOUR STORY.

CAN | INCLUDE MY WEAKNESSES OR CHALLENGES IN MY PERSONAL STATEMENT?

YES/ INCLUDING CHALLENGES OR WEAKNESSES CAN SHOW RESILIENCE AND GROW TH. DISCUSSING HOW YOU OVERCAME
OBSTACLES CAN PROVIDE DEPTH TO YOUR STORY, BUT ENSURE YOU FOCUS ON THE POSITIVE OUTCOMES AND LESSONS LEARNED
RATHER THAN DWELLING ON THE NEGATIVES.

\W/HAT ROLE DOES RESEARCH PLAY IN CRAFTING A PERSONAL STATEMENT FOR LAW
SCHOOL?

RESEARCH IS VITAL IN CRAFTING A PERSONAL STATEMENT AS IT ALLOWS YOU TO TAILOR YOUR NARRATIVE TO EACH LAW
SCHOOL. UNDERSTANDING THEIR VALUES, PROGRAMS, AND FACULTY CAN HELP YOU CONNECT YOUR EXPERIENCES AND GOALS
WITH WHAT THE SCHOOL OFFERS, MAKING YOUR APPLICATION MORE COMPELLING.
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