
Go Rest High On The Mountain Chords

Go Rest High on the Mountain chords are an essential element for musicians
who wish to perform this poignant song by Vince Gill. Originally released in
1995 on his album "When Love Finds You," the song is a heartfelt tribute that
resonates deeply with fans and musicians alike. Its emotional weight and
beautiful melodies make it a favorite for both personal reflection and public
performance. In this article, we will explore the song's background, lyrical
themes, and provide a comprehensive guide to the chords and structure needed
to perform this moving piece.

Background of "Go Rest High on That Mountain"

"Go Rest High on That Mountain" was written by Vince Gill as a tribute to the
late country music artist Keith Whitley, who passed away in 1989. The song
was inspired not only by Whitley's untimely death but also by the general
themes of loss, grief, and the hope of peace in the afterlife. It has since
become a staple at funerals and memorial services, and its significance has
only deepened over the years.

Vince Gill's heartfelt delivery, along with the simple yet profound lyrics,
has contributed to the song’s enduring popularity. The song won several
awards, including the Grammy Award for Best Male Country Vocal Performance
and the Country Music Association Award for Song of the Year in 1996.

Lyrical Themes

The lyrics of "Go Rest High on That Mountain" convey a powerful message about
the acceptance of death and the hope for peace. Here are some key themes
present in the song:



1. Grief and Loss
The song encapsulates the sorrow that accompanies losing a loved one. It
acknowledges the pain of parting while celebrating the life that has been
lived.

2. Hope and Peace
While the lyrics express sadness, they also provide comfort by suggesting
that the deceased has found peace. The metaphor of resting high on a mountain
symbolizes a serene afterlife.

3. Remembrance
The song encourages listeners to remember those who have passed away fondly,
cherishing the moments shared together.

Understanding the Chords

To perform "Go Rest High on That Mountain," you'll need to familiarize
yourself with the chords used in the song. The song is typically played in
the key of A, and here are the basic chords you'll need:

- A
- Bm
- D
- E

These chords are relatively simple, making the song accessible to musicians
at various skill levels. Below is a breakdown of the chord progression used
in the verses and chorus.

Chords Breakdown

1. Verse Chord Progression:
- A - Bm - D - A
- A - Bm - D - E

2. Chorus Chord Progression:
- D - A - Bm - A
- D - E - A

Playing Techniques

When playing "Go Rest High on That Mountain," consider using fingerstyle or
gentle strumming to capture the song's emotional essence. Here are some
techniques to enhance your performance:



1. Fingerpicking
Fingerpicking can add a delicate touch to the song. Focus on plucking the
bass notes followed by the higher strings to create a flowing sound.

2. Strumming Patterns
If you prefer strumming, choose a soft and steady pattern. A common strumming
pattern might be:

- Down, down-up, up-down, up (D, D-U, U-D, U)

This pattern allows for emotional emphasis while maintaining a smooth rhythm.

3. Dynamics
Pay attention to the dynamics as you play. Start softly, building in
intensity during the chorus before tapering off again in the verses. This
will help convey the emotional highs and lows of the song.

Performance Tips

When preparing to perform "Go Rest High on That Mountain," consider the
following tips to ensure a heartfelt rendition:

1. Connect with the Lyrics
Take time to understand the lyrics and their meaning. Connecting with the
emotional weight of the song will enhance your performance and resonate with
your audience.

2. Practice Diligently
Rehearse the chord progressions and transitions until you feel comfortable.
Practice will help you perform with confidence and ease.

3. Create the Right Atmosphere
Since this song is often performed at solemn occasions, consider the setting
for your performance. A quiet, intimate space can enhance the emotional
impact.

Popular Covers and Interpretations

Over the years, "Go Rest High on That Mountain" has been covered by numerous
artists, each bringing their unique style to the song. Here are a few notable
covers:

1. Carrie Underwood: The American Idol winner and country superstar has



performed the song at various events, notably at the Country Music
Association Awards, where she paid tribute to the late country artists.

2. Brad Paisley: Another prominent country artist, Paisley has included the
song in his live performances, showcasing its timeless appeal.

3. Reba McEntire: The iconic country singer has also offered her rendition,
bringing her powerful vocals to the poignant lyrics.

Each of these artists has added their flair to the original, showing the
song's versatility and emotional depth.

Conclusion

"Go Rest High on That Mountain" is more than just a song; it is a heartfelt
expression of love, loss, and hope. The chords are straightforward, making it
accessible for musicians of all skill levels. By understanding the lyrics'
themes, mastering the chords, and implementing effective playing techniques,
anyone can perform this beautiful tribute.

Whether you are playing it for a personal reflection, a memorial service, or
simply to share its message with friends, the emotional power of "Go Rest
High on That Mountain" is sure to resonate. With its profound lyrics and
beautiful melody, this song will continue to touch the hearts of many for
years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for 'Go Rest High on That
Mountain'?
The basic chords for 'Go Rest High on That Mountain' are G, C, and D. The
song typically follows a simple progression that allows for easy playing.

Is 'Go Rest High on That Mountain' suitable for
beginners?
Yes, 'Go Rest High on That Mountain' is suitable for beginners due to its
simple chord structure and slow tempo.

What key is 'Go Rest High on That Mountain' typically
played in?
The song is commonly played in the key of G major, but can be transposed to
fit the singer's vocal range.

Are there any online resources for 'Go Rest High on
That Mountain' chords?
Yes, there are numerous online resources including chord websites, YouTube
tutorials, and music forums where you can find the chords and lessons for 'Go
Rest High on That Mountain'.



Can 'Go Rest High on That Mountain' be played on the
piano?
Absolutely! The chords can be adapted for piano, and many tutorials are
available for playing the song on that instrument.

What strumming pattern works best for 'Go Rest High
on That Mountain'?
A common strumming pattern for 'Go Rest High on That Mountain' is a simple
down-down-up-up-down-up pattern, which complements the song’s reflective
mood.

Who originally wrote and performed 'Go Rest High on
That Mountain'?
'Go Rest High on That Mountain' was written and performed by Vince Gill, and
it has become one of his signature songs.
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