
Good Paying Careers Without College

Good paying careers without college are increasingly becoming a popular topic of discussion as
more people seek to enter the workforce without the burden of student debt. While traditional
education pathways have long been seen as the only route to financial success, there are numerous
opportunities available for those willing to explore alternative options. This article will delve into
various high-paying careers that do not require a college degree, the skills necessary for these roles,
and tips on how to get started.

Why Choose a Career Without College?

Choosing a career without a college degree can be advantageous for several reasons:

Cost-effective: Avoiding the high costs of tuition and fees can save you thousands of dollars.

Less time commitment: Many careers that don’t require a degree allow you to enter the
workforce sooner.

Job demand: Several industries are experiencing a shortage of skilled workers, leading to
high demand for employees.

On-the-job training: Many of these careers offer training that allows you to learn while you
work.

Top Good Paying Careers Without College

Here are some of the highest paying careers that don’t require a college degree:



1. Commercial Pilot

Becoming a commercial pilot is an exciting career that allows you to travel the world. While you
don’t need a degree, you must obtain a commercial pilot’s license, which requires flight training and
passing several exams.

- Average Salary: $93,300 per year
- Skills Required: Strong communication, problem-solving, and attention to detail

2. Air Traffic Controller

Air traffic controllers manage the safe and orderly flow of air traffic in the skies and at airports. This
job requires specialized training but does not require a traditional four-year degree.

- Average Salary: $130,420 per year
- Skills Required: Excellent communication, quick decision-making, and strong analytical skills

3. Web Developer

Web developers design and create websites. While many have degrees, it's possible to enter the field
through self-study, coding boot camps, or online courses.

- Average Salary: $77,200 per year
- Skills Required: Proficiency in programming languages (HTML, CSS, JavaScript), problem-solving,
and creativity

4. Elevator Installer and Repairer

Elevator installers and repairers work with elevators, escalators, and other lift systems. This career
typically requires an apprenticeship but does not necessitate a degree.

- Average Salary: $84,990 per year
- Skills Required: Mechanical skills, problem-solving, and good physical condition

5. Plumber

Plumbing is a skilled trade that offers excellent earning potential without requiring a college degree.
Most plumbers complete an apprenticeship and obtain licensing.

- Average Salary: $56,330 per year
- Skills Required: Technical skills, problem-solving, and good customer service



6. Electrician

Electricians install and maintain electrical systems. Similar to plumbing, this profession often
requires an apprenticeship and licensing but is highly lucrative.

- Average Salary: $56,900 per year
- Skills Required: Technical skills, attention to detail, and safety awareness

7. Real Estate Agent

Real estate agents help clients buy, sell, and rent properties. While you need to pass a licensing
exam, a college degree is not required.

- Average Salary: Variable (commission-based)
- Skills Required: Strong communication, negotiation, and knowledge of the local market

How to Get Started in These Careers

If you’re interested in pursuing one of these lucrative careers without a college degree, here are
some steps to consider:

1. Research the Requirements

Each career has different entry requirements. Research the specific qualifications needed, such as
certifications, licenses, or apprenticeships.

2. Gain Relevant Experience

Look for entry-level positions, internships, or volunteer opportunities related to your field of interest.
Hands-on experience can be invaluable.

3. Consider Alternative Education

Explore options like vocational schools, online courses, or boot camps that offer training in your
desired field. Many of these programs are shorter and more affordable than traditional college
degrees.



4. Network

Networking can open doors to job opportunities. Attend industry events, join professional
organizations, or connect with people in the field through social media platforms like LinkedIn.

5. Stay Updated on Industry Trends

Keep yourself informed about developments in your chosen field. Subscribe to industry publications,
follow relevant blogs, and participate in discussions to enhance your knowledge.

Conclusion

In today’s economy, good paying careers without college are more accessible than ever. With a
range of options available, from skilled trades to technology roles, individuals can pursue fulfilling
careers without a traditional degree. By researching your options, gaining relevant experience, and
staying informed, you can successfully navigate your path to a high-paying job without the need for a
college education. Embrace the opportunity to break away from conventional norms and consider
the many rewarding career paths that await you.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some high-paying careers that don't require a
college degree?
Some high-paying careers that don't require a college degree include commercial pilots, web
developers, elevator installers, and electricians.

How can I start a career in tech without a college degree?
You can start a career in tech by learning coding through online courses, building a portfolio of
projects, and applying for entry-level positions or internships.

What certifications can help me land a good-paying job
without a college degree?
Certifications such as CompTIA A+, AWS Certified Solutions Architect, and Google IT Support
Professional Certificate can help you secure good-paying jobs in IT and tech.

Are there good paying trades that don't require a college
degree?
Yes, trades such as plumbing, HVAC technicians, and construction management can offer lucrative
salaries and often require vocational training rather than a college degree.



How important is networking for landing a job without a
degree?
Networking is crucial; it helps you make connections, learn about job opportunities, and gain
referrals, which can significantly enhance your chances of landing a good-paying job.

What are some remote job opportunities that pay well and
don't require a degree?
Remote job opportunities such as virtual assistants, freelance writers, and social media managers
can pay well and often do not require a college degree.

Is it possible to earn a six-figure salary without a college
degree?
Yes, it is possible; careers in fields like real estate, sales, and skilled trades can offer six-figure
salaries without the necessity of a college degree.
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