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The Great Gildersleeve Episode Guide is a comprehensive resource for fans of the classic radio
and television series. The show, which originally aired in the 1940s and 1950s, has maintained a
dedicated following due to its charming characters, clever writing, and engaging storylines. In this
article, we will explore the origins of "The Great Gildersleeve," discuss its main characters, and
provide a detailed episode guide that highlights key moments and themes from the series.

Origins of The Great Gildersleeve

"The Great Gildersleeve" was created by Leon Schlesinger, based on a character from the successful
radio show "Fibber McGee and Molly." The character, Throckmorton P. Gildersleeve, was first
introduced as a humorous foil to the titular couple. Due to his popularity, Gildersleeve was given his
own show, which premiered on August 31, 1941.

The show was notable for being one of the first spin-offs in radio history. It quickly became a hit,
attracting a devoted audience who resonated with Gildersleeve's personality, his comedic mishaps,
and the everyday challenges he faced as a single uncle raising his niece and nephew.



Main Characters

The charm of "The Great Gildersleeve" lies in its well-developed characters. Here are some of the key
players:

o Throckmorton P. Gildersleeve - The main character, Gildersleeve is the town's water
commissioner, known for his booming voice and bumbling nature.

¢ Leila Ransom - Gildersleeve's love interest, she often serves as a source of romantic tension
and comedic relief.

e Augustus "Gus" Gildersleeve - Gildersleeve's nephew, who frequently finds himself caught
up in his uncle's antics.

* Marylee Gildersleeve - Gildersleeve's niece, whose youthful perspective often contrasts with
her uncle's more traditional views.

* Judge Horace Hooker - Gildersleeve's friend and occasional rival, often involved in various
legal and romantic escapades.

e Bessie - The housekeeper, who often provides a no-nonsense attitude amidst Gildersleeve's
chaos.

Each character adds depth to the storyline, contributing to the comedic and heartfelt moments that
define the series.

Structure of the Episode Guide

The following episode guide is organized by season, presenting a selection of memorable episodes
that capture the essence of "The Great Gildersleeve." While the show ran for a total of 12 seasons and
over 350 episodes, this guide highlights notable moments and themes from each season.

Season 1 (1941-1942)

1. Episode 1: "The Great Gildersleeve" - The pilot episode introduces Throckmorton P. Gildersleeve,
setting the stage for his adventures and the dynamics of his household.

2. Episode 3: "Gildersleeve's Courtship" - Gildersleeve navigates the challenges of dating and
impressing Leila, leading to humorous misunderstandings.

3. Episode 10: "Gildy Goes to the Movies" - A trip to the cinema becomes a comedic disaster when
Gildersleeve's plans go awry.



Season 2 (1942-1943)

1. Episode 5: "The Great Gildersleeve's Christmas" - The holiday season brings joy and chaos as
Gildersleeve attempts to make Christmas special for his family.

2. Episode 12: "Gildersleeve Goes to the Circus" - A visit to the circus leads to a series of slapstick
moments that demonstrate Gildersleeve's knack for attracting trouble.

3. Episode 20: "Gildersleeve and the Hobo" - A chance encounter with a hobo teaches Gildersleeve
valuable lessons about kindness and generosity.

Season 3 (1943-1944)

1. Episode 6: "Gildersleeve's Family Reunion" - A family reunion prompts Gildersleeve to confront his
past and reconnect with relatives, resulting in both hilarious and heartfelt moments.

2. Episode 14: "Gildersleeve's Promotion" - When Gildersleeve receives a promotion at work, he
grapples with the responsibilities that come with it.

3. Episode 23: "Gildersleeve and the New Car" - Gildersleeve's excitement over a new car leads to a
series of comedic misadventures on the road.

Season 4 (1944-1945)

1. Episode 1: "Gildersleeve's Wedding" - The possibility of marriage looms as Gildersleeve
contemplates taking the plunge, leading to humorous obstacles.

2. Episode 10: "Gildersleeve and the Dentist" - A trip to the dentist results in a comedy of errors that
showcases Gildersleeve's fear of dental work.

3. Episode 25: "Gildersleeve Gets a Job" - Gildersleeve's attempts to find new employment showcase
his determination and comedic resilience.

Impact and Legacy

"The Great Gildersleeve" has left an indelible mark on American pop culture. It not only paved the
way for future spin-offs but also set the standard for character-driven sitcoms. The show's humor,
relatable characters, and ability to tackle everyday issues have made it a beloved classic.

After its radio success, the series transitioned to television in 1955. Although the television adaptation
was short-lived, it introduced the characters to a new generation and further solidified their place in
the hearts of fans.

Conclusion

In summary, the Great Gildersleeve Episode Guide serves as a valuable resource for both long-
time fans and newcomers to the series. It highlights the show's unique blend of humor and heart
while celebrating the unforgettable characters that have entertained audiences for decades. Whether



reliving the antics of Throckmorton P. Gildersleeve or discovering the series for the first time, viewers
are sure to appreciate the timeless charm of this classic show. The episodes not only provide laughter
but also offer insights into family dynamics, community relationships, and the ups and downs of
everyday life, making "The Great Gildersleeve" a true American treasure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Great Gildersleeve' about?

‘The Great Gildersleeve' is a classic American radio sitcom that revolves around the life of
Throckmorton P. Gildersleeve, a well-meaning but often bumbling water commissioner in the fictional
town of Summerfield. The show explores his interactions with his family, friends, and community.

How many episodes are in 'The Great Gildersleeve' series?

The original radio series of 'The Great Gildersleeve' aired from 1941 to 1957, consisting of over 600
episodes. The show also had a television adaptation that aired from 1955 to 1956.

Who were the main characters in 'The Great Gildersleeve'?

The main characters include Throckmorton P. Gildersleeve, his niece Marjorie, his nephew Leroy, and
his housekeeper Birdie. Other recurring characters include his friend and rival, Judge Hooker, and
various townspeople.

Is there a specific episode that is considered a fan favorite?

Many fans consider the episode titled 'Gildy and the Kid,"' where Gildersleeve gets involved in a local
youth's life, as a standout. It showcases the humor and heartwarming moments that the show is
known for.

Where can | find a complete episode guide for 'The Great
Gildersleeve'?

Complete episode guides for 'The Great Gildersleeve' can be found on various websites dedicated to
classic radio shows, such as radioarchives.com and old-time.com, as well as fan sites that aggregate
episode summaries and air dates.

Has 'The Great Gildersleeve' been adapted into other media?

Yes, 'The Great Gildersleeve' has been adapted into films, a television series, and even comic strips.
The character has also made guest appearances in other shows, showcasing his enduring popularity.
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