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Gonjiam Haunted Asylum, located in South Korea, is notorious for its eerie atmosphere
and ominous history. It has become a popular destination for thrill-seekers and horror
enthusiasts, especially after the release of the 2018 horror film "Gonjiam: Haunted
Asylum." However, with its chilling reputation and the nature of its content, parents need
to be well-informed before allowing their children to explore this haunted site. This guide
aims to provide a comprehensive overview of Gonjiam Haunted Asylum, highlighting
essential aspects that parents should consider.



History of Gonjiam Haunted Asylum

Gonjiam Haunted Asylum, originally known as Gonjiam Psychiatric Hospital, was
established in the 1970s. Here's a brief overview of its history:

- Opening and Function: The asylum was designed to treat patients with mental illnesses
but gained notoriety for its poor conditions and reports of mistreatment.
- Closure: It was closed in the early 1990s after the authorities found severe neglect and a
lack of proper care for the patients.
- Urban Legend: After its closure, the site became a hub for ghost stories and urban
legends, with many claiming to have experienced paranormal activities within its walls.

Why Is Gonjiam Haunted?

The aura of fear surrounding Gonjiam is primarily due to its dark history and tales of
supernatural occurrences. Some of the reasons people believe it to be haunted include:

- Tragic Events: There are stories of patients who died in the asylum under mysterious
circumstances, leading to claims of their spirits haunting the premises.
- Abandoned State: The asylum has been left to decay, with broken furniture, peeling
paint, and remnants of a troubled past that contribute to its ghostly reputation.
- Reported Sightings: Many visitors have reported seeing apparitions, hearing unexplained
noises, and experiencing feelings of unease.

Visiting Gonjiam Haunted Asylum

For families considering a visit, it’s crucial to understand what to expect. Here’s an
overview of the visiting experience:

Accessibility

- Location: Gonjiam is situated in a remote area, making it somewhat challenging to reach.
Visitors often need to travel by car or through public transportation.
- Entrance Fees: Some tours charge fees, while others may rely on donations. Parents
should check current rates and availability before planning their visit.

Tour Options

Visitors can choose from various tour options:

1. Guided Tours: These tours often provide a more structured experience, with guides
sharing the history and legends associated with the asylum.



2. Self-Guided Tours: Adventurous families may prefer exploring on their own, but this
option comes with its own risks.
3. Night Tours: For the bravest souls, night tours offer a different, more intense
experience, but parents should consider whether this is appropriate for their children.

Safety Concerns

Safety should be a primary concern for any parent considering a visit to Gonjiam Haunted
Asylum. Here are some key points to keep in mind:

Physical Safety

- Structural Integrity: The building is dilapidated, with many areas unsafe for exploration.
Parents should keep a close eye on their children to prevent accidents.
- Health Hazards: Mold, sharp objects, and other potential hazards are present in
abandoned buildings. It is advisable to wear protective gear, such as masks and sturdy
shoes.

Mental and Emotional Well-being

- Fear Factor: The asylum’s reputation can create a genuinely frightening experience.
Parents should assess their child's comfort level with horror and supernatural themes.
- Paranormal Experiences: Encounters with the unexplained can be emotionally disturbing,
particularly for younger visitors. Discussing the potential for fright beforehand may be
beneficial.

Age Appropriateness

Determining the right age for a visit is essential. Here are some considerations based on
age groups:

Children (Under 12)

- Recommendation: Not advisable. The themes and atmosphere of Gonjiam Haunted
Asylum may be too intense for younger children.
- Alternatives: Consider family-friendly attractions or educational tours that focus on
history without the horror elements.



Teenagers (13-17)

- Recommendation: With parental guidance, teenagers may be able to handle the
experience. However, it is crucial to discuss the content and themes they will encounter.
- Group Visits: Encouraging visits with friends and a trusted adult can provide a supportive
environment.

Young Adults (18 and Above)

- Recommendation: Young adults are generally equipped to process frightening
experiences and can engage in discussions about fear, history, and the supernatural.
- Discussion Post-Visit: Encourage open conversations about the experience to help
process any emotions that may arise.

Preparing for the Visit

If parents decide to proceed with a visit to Gonjiam Haunted Asylum, preparation is key.
Here are some tips:

- Research: Familiarize yourself and your children with the history and legends of
Gonjiam. Understanding what to expect can alleviate some fears.
- Set Boundaries: Discuss beforehand what areas are acceptable to explore and which
ones should be avoided.
- Emergency Plan: Prepare an emergency plan in case someone feels overwhelmed or
scared. Have a designated meeting point and a plan for exiting the site if necessary.

Conclusion

Gonjiam Haunted Asylum is a site steeped in history and urban legend, attracting those
with an interest in the supernatural. However, it’s vital for parents to weigh the pros and
cons before allowing their children to visit. By understanding the asylum's history,
acknowledging safety concerns, and preparing adequately, families can make informed
decisions. Whether or not to visit Gonjiam depends on each family’s comfort level with
horror and the potential for emotional distress. Ultimately, the experience should be
educational, engaging, and safe for everyone involved.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Gonjiam Haunted Asylum' about?
Gonjiam Haunted Asylum is a South Korean horror film that follows a group of people who
visit an abandoned psychiatric hospital known for its dark history and hauntings, as they



attempt to live-stream their experiences.

Is 'Gonjiam Haunted Asylum' suitable for children?
No, Gonjiam Haunted Asylum is not suitable for children due to its intense horror themes,
graphic violence, and disturbing imagery that could be frightening for younger viewers.

What age rating does 'Gonjiam Haunted Asylum' have?
Gonjiam Haunted Asylum is rated R for strong horror violence and language, indicating
that it is intended for mature audiences and may not be appropriate for viewers under 17.

What are some key themes in 'Gonjiam Haunted
Asylum'?
Key themes in Gonjiam Haunted Asylum include fear, the supernatural, psychological
horror, and the consequences of exploring dark places without understanding their history
or significance.

Are there any parental advisories for 'Gonjiam Haunted
Asylum'?
Yes, parental advisories for Gonjiam Haunted Asylum include warnings about graphic
violence, intense suspenseful situations, and possible triggers for those sensitive to horror
elements.
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Explore our comprehensive parents' guide to Gonjiam Haunted Asylum. Discover how to prepare
your family for a thrilling visit. Learn more today!
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