
Great Houses Of New York

Great Houses of New York represent a fascinating intersection of history, architecture, and the evolution of
social culture in one of the world's most dynamic cities. These grand residences, steeped in stories of wealth
and influence, serve as a testament to New York's rich tapestry of life spanning centuries. From the opulent
Gilded Age mansions to the modern luxurious penthouses, the great houses of New York reflect the ambitions
and lifestyles of their owners, while also capturing the architectural trends of their respective eras.

The Historical Context of Great Houses in New York

The development of great houses in New York can be traced back to the colonial period when the city was
founded by the Dutch as New Amsterdam in the early 17th century. As the city evolved into a major port and
trading hub, so did the wealth of its inhabitants. The rise of prominent families contributed to the construction
of magnificent homes that showcased their socioeconomic status.

The Colonial and Early Federal Period

During the colonial era, homes were generally functional and modest. However, as the British took control in
the 1660s, the style began to change. Influences from Europe, particularly Georgian architecture, began to
emerge. Notable examples include:

- The Morris-Jumel Mansion: Built in 1765, it is the oldest house in Manhattan and served as a military
headquarters during the American Revolution.
- The Fraunces Tavern: Established in 1719, it is not only a historic tavern but also served as a meeting place
for revolutionaries.

This period laid the groundwork for more extravagant houses to come.



The Gilded Age and the Rise of the Great Mansions

The Gilded Age (approximately 1870-1900) marked a significant turning point in the architectural landscape
of New York. The rise of industrial magnates and the influx of wealthy immigrants led to the construction of
opulent mansions, particularly along Fifth Avenue, known as "Millionaire's Row." Some of the greatest houses
from this era include:

1. The Vanderbilt Mansion: Once owned by the Vanderbilt family, this mansion featured 130 rooms and was a
symbol of wealth and social status.
2. The Frick Collection: Originally the home of industrialist Henry Clay Frick, this mansion now serves as an
art museum housing a remarkable collection of European paintings and decorative arts.
3. The Astor House: Built by John Jacob Astor, it was one of the largest private residences in New York and
showcased the Astor family's wealth.

These homes were often designed by renowned architects and featured luxurious materials, intricate
craftsmanship, and elaborate gardens.

Architectural Styles of Great Houses

The great houses of New York exhibit a variety of architectural styles that reflect the design trends of their
times. Some of the most notable styles include:


