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Go Set a Watchman Harper Lee is a novel that continues to spark discussions and debates among
literary enthusiasts and casual readers alike. Published in 2015, this book serves as a companion
piece to Lee's beloved classic, "To Kill a Mockingbird." While its release was met with both anticipation
and controversy, "Go Set a Watchman" offers a unique perspective on the characters we grew to love
and the themes that resonate throughout American literature. In this article, we will explore the
background of Harper Lee, the context of the novel, its themes, and its reception, ensuring a

comprehensive understanding of this significant work.



Background of Harper Lee

Harper Lee, born on April 28, 1926, in Monroeville, Alabama, is an iconic figure in American literature.
Her first and most famous novel, "To Kill a Mockingbird," was published in 1960 and won the Pulitzer
Prize for Fiction in 1961. The book, which deals with themes of racial injustice and moral growth, has
since become a staple in high school curriculums and continues to be a critical part of American
literary culture.

For decades, Lee remained largely out of the public eye, rarely granting interviews and avoiding the
spotlight. However, in 2015, "Go Set a Watchman" was published, a manuscript that Lee had initially

written before "To Kill a Mockingbird." This novel, set in the 1950s, follows the adult Jean Louise Finch,
affectionately known as Scout, as she returns to her hometown of Maycomb, Alabama.

The Context of "Go Set a Watchman"

"Go Set a Watchman" was originally written in the mid-1950s and was intended as a sequel to "To Kill
a Mockingbird." However, Lee's publisher encouraged her to rework it into the narrative we know
today. The novel is set two decades later, showcasing a more mature Scout and her conflicted
feelings about her father, Atticus Finch, and the changing social landscape of the South.

Plot Overview

The narrative unfolds as Scout returns to Maycomb from New York City to visit her father, who is now

elderly. The story explores her interactions with various characters, including her childhood friend Dill

and her romantic interest, Henry Clinton. As Scout grapples with her memories and the realities of her
father's views on race and politics, the novel delves into the complexities of identity, morality, and the
loss of innocence.

Main Characters

The novel features several significant characters, including:
e Jean Louise "Scout" Finch: The protagonist who struggles with her identity and her father's
beliefs.

e Atticus Finch: Scout's father, whose views on race and justice are challenged throughout the
novel.

e Henry Clinton: Scout's love interest, who represents the younger generation's views.
e Calpurnia: The Finch family's housekeeper, who plays a crucial role in Scout's upbringing.

¢ Uncle Jack Finch: Scout's uncle, who provides insight and wisdom as she navigates her



conflicts.

Themes in "Go Set a Watchman"

"Go Set a Watchman" addresses several critical themes that resonate with readers:

1. Racial Injustice and Social Change

One of the most prominent themes in the novel is the exploration of racial injustice in America.
Atticus Finch, once seen as a moral beacon in "To Kill a Mockingbird," is revealed to hold views that
are more aligned with the status quo of his time. This revelation is shocking to Scout and challenges
her perceptions of morality and justice.

2. ldentity and Growth

Scout's journey in "Go Set a Watchman" is one of self-discovery. As she confronts her father's beliefs
and the realities of her hometown, she must reconcile her childhood ideals with the complex adult
world. This theme of growth is universal and resonates with readers who have faced similar
challenges in their lives.

3. Family and Relationships

The novel delves into the complexities of family dynamics, particularly between Scout and Atticus.
Their relationship, once idealized in "To Kill a Mockingbird," is put to the test as Scout comes to terms
with her father's flaws. This theme highlights the importance of understanding and forgiveness within
familial relationships.

4. The Loss of Innocence

"Go Set a Watchman" poignantly illustrates the loss of innocence as Scout confronts harsh realities.
The transition from the idyllic childhood depicted in "To Kill a Mockingbird" to the more complicated
adult world is a central focus, reflecting the broader societal changes occurring in America during the
1950s.

Reception of "Go Set a Watchman"

Upon its release, "Go Set a Watchman" received mixed reviews. Some praised the novel for its



ambition and depth, while others criticized it for its portrayal of beloved characters and its departure
from the tone of "To Kill a Mockingbird."

Criticism and Controversy

The novel's depiction of Atticus Finch sparked significant debate. Many readers were shocked to find
that Atticus, once a symbol of integrity and justice, held prejudiced views. This portrayal led to
discussions about the complexities of human nature and the idea that individuals can hold both
admirable qualities and deep flaws.

Additionally, the circumstances surrounding the novel's publication raised ethical questions. Lee's
advanced age and alleged cognitive decline led some to speculate about whether she had fully
consented to the release of the manuscript. Despite these controversies, "Go Set a Watchman" has
been embraced by many as an essential part of Lee's literary legacy.

Legacy of "Go Set a Watchman"

Despite the mixed reviews, "Go Set a Watchman" has solidified its place in American literature. It
invites readers to reflect on the themes of racism, morality, and personal growth, making it a valuable
companion to "To Kill a Mockingbird." The novel challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths
about their ideals and the society they live in.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Go Set a Watchman Harper Lee" is a profound exploration of the complexities of
human nature, identity, and the societal changes of its time. While it may not hold the same universal
acclaim as "To Kill a Mockingbird," it serves as a critical piece of literature that encourages readers to
engage with the difficult questions surrounding race, morality, and personal growth. Harper Lee’s
legacy, marked by both her iconic works, continues to inspire discussions about justice, empathy, and
the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Go Set a Watchman'?

The main theme of 'Go Set a Watchman' revolves around the complexities of racial tensions, personal
identity, and the evolving moral landscape in the American South.

How does 'Go Set a Watchman' relate to 'To Kill a
Mockingbird'?

'Go Set a Watchman' serves as a sequel to 'To Kill a Mockingbird', featuring an adult Scout Finch who
confronts her childhood ideals and the realities of her father's beliefs.



What character development does Scout Finch undergo in '‘Go
Set a Watchman'?

In 'Go Set a Watchman', Scout experiences significant character development as she grapples with
disillusionment regarding her father, Atticus Finch, and her understanding of justice and morality.

Why was 'Go Set a Watchman' controversial upon its release?

'Go Set a Watchman' was controversial because it portrayed Atticus Finch in a more complex and less
heroic light, revealing his racist attitudes, which conflicted with the idealized image presented in 'To
Kill a Mockingbird'.

What is the significance of the title 'Go Set a Watchman'?

The title 'Go Set a Watchman' signifies the need for vigilance and moral awareness, reflecting the
central idea of individuals needing to confront and oversee their own beliefs and societal norms.

Who are the main characters in 'Go Set a Watchman'?

The main characters in 'Go Set a Watchman' include Scout Finch, Atticus Finch, Henry Clinton, and
Calpurnia, each representing different perspectives on race and morality.

What literary techniques does Harper Lee use in 'Go Set a
Watchman'?

Harper Lee employs flashbacks, stream of consciousness, and symbolism to explore themes of
memory, identity, and the passage of time in 'Go Set a Watchman'.

How does the setting influence the narrative of 'Go Set a
Watchman'?

The setting in the fictional town of Maycomb, Alabama, during the 1950s reflects the societal changes
and racial tensions of the time, shaping the characters' experiences and conflicts.

What critical reception did '‘Go Set a Watchman' receive?

'‘Go Set a Watchman' received mixed reviews; while some praised its exploration of complex themes,
others criticized it for its portrayal of beloved characters and perceived inconsistencies.

What impact did 'Go Set a Watchman' have on discussions
about race in America?

'Go Set a Watchman' reignited discussions about race relations in America, challenging readers to
confront uncomfortable truths about racism, legacy, and the moral responsibilities of individuals.
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