
God Is Closer Than You Think John Ortberg

God is closer than you think John Ortberg is a thought-provoking exploration of the divine
presence in our everyday lives. In this insightful work, Ortberg invites readers to re-examine their
perceptions of God, offering a fresh perspective on spirituality that emphasizes the immediacy and
accessibility of divine love. This article delves into the main themes of Ortberg's book, the
implications of recognizing God's proximity, and the practical steps readers can take to cultivate a
deeper relationship with the divine.

Understanding Ortberg's Vision of God

John Ortberg is a well-respected author and pastor known for his engaging writing style and ability to
communicate complex spiritual concepts in an accessible manner. In "God is Closer Than You Think,"
he challenges the common notion that God is distant or removed from our daily existence. Ortberg
asserts that God is intimately involved in our lives and desires a personal relationship with each of us.

The Common Misconception of God's Distance

Many individuals grapple with the idea that God is far away, often feeling abandoned or alone in their
struggles. This belief can stem from various factors, including:

- Cultural influences: Society often portrays God as an abstract or distant figure.
- Personal experiences: Painful life events can lead people to feel disconnected from God.
- Religious teachings: Some doctrines emphasize God's transcendence over His immanence, creating
a gap in understanding.

Ortberg seeks to dismantle these misconceptions by reminding readers that God is present, active,
and deeply invested in their lives.



The Nature of God's Presence

Ortberg emphasizes that God's presence is not an abstract concept but a tangible reality. He presents
several key ideas about the nature of God's proximity to humanity.

God's Immanence

Immanence refers to the idea that God is present within creation and actively involved in the world.
Ortberg highlights that:

- God's spirit dwells within believers.
- Divine love is expressed through everyday moments.
- Circumstances, no matter how mundane, can be opportunities to experience God's presence.

This understanding encourages individuals to seek God in their daily routines and recognize that He is
at work in their lives.

God’s Desire for Relationship

Ortberg stresses that God desires a personal relationship with each of us. This relationship is
characterized by:

- Intimacy: God longs to connect with us on a personal level.
- Communication: Prayer and meditation are vital avenues for dialogue with God.
- Community: Engaging with others in faith can deepen our understanding of God's love.

By fostering this relationship, believers can experience a profound sense of closeness to God.

Recognizing God's Presence in Daily Life

For many, the challenge lies in recognizing God's presence amid the chaos of everyday life. Ortberg
provides practical guidance for cultivating awareness of the divine in our surroundings.

Practicing Mindfulness and Presence

Ortberg suggests that mindfulness can enhance our ability to connect with God. Key practices
include:

1. Being present: Focus on the current moment rather than dwelling on the past or worrying about the
future.
2. Gratitude: Regularly express thankfulness for the blessings in your life, no matter how small.
3. Observation: Take time to notice the beauty of creation and the intricacies of life around you.



These practices can help individuals cultivate a heightened awareness of God's presence in their daily
activities.

Engaging in Spiritual Disciplines

Ortberg advocates for the incorporation of spiritual disciplines into one's routine, which can foster a
deeper connection with God. Some recommended practices include:

- Prayer: Set aside time each day for open communication with God.
- Scripture Reading: Engage with the Bible to gain insight into God's character and His relationship
with humanity.
- Worship: Participate in communal worship or personal devotion to honor and celebrate God's
presence.

By committing to these disciplines, believers can create space for God to reveal Himself in their lives.

Overcoming Barriers to Connection

Despite the assurance of God's closeness, many individuals face barriers that hinder their ability to
connect with Him. Ortberg addresses some common obstacles and provides encouragement for
overcoming them.

Dealing with Doubt and Uncertainty

Doubt is a natural part of the faith journey. Ortberg suggests that rather than shying away from
doubt, individuals should:

- Explore questions: Seek answers through study and conversation with trusted mentors.
- Embrace uncertainty: Recognize that faith often involves navigating the unknown.
- Engage with community: Share doubts with others who can offer support and perspective.

By confronting doubt, believers can deepen their faith and strengthen their relationship with God.

Addressing Feelings of Unworthiness

Many people struggle with feelings of unworthiness, believing they are not deserving of God's love.
Ortberg reassures readers that:

- God's love is unconditional and not based on our performance.
- Grace is a central theme in the Christian faith, offering forgiveness and acceptance.
- Everyone is invited into a relationship with God, regardless of their past.

Understanding these truths can empower individuals to approach God with confidence and openness.



The Transformative Power of Recognizing God’s
Closeness

When individuals begin to understand and embrace the concept that God is closer than they think,
profound transformations can occur in their lives.

Impact on Personal Well-Being

Recognizing God's presence can lead to improved emotional and mental well-being. Benefits include:

- Increased peace: Knowing that God is with us can alleviate anxiety and fear.
- Enhanced joy: Experiencing divine love can lead to a more joyful and fulfilling life.
- Greater resilience: A strong connection with God can provide strength during challenging times.

These positive changes can contribute to a more balanced and enriched life.

Strengthening Relationships with Others

As individuals grow closer to God, they often find their relationships with others also improve. This
can manifest in:

- Increased empathy: Understanding God's love can enhance compassion for others.
- Improved communication: A deeper relationship with God can lead to healthier interactions with
friends and family.
- Stronger community ties: Engaging with others in faith can foster a sense of belonging and support.

Ultimately, recognizing God's closeness can lead to more meaningful connections with those around
us.

Conclusion

John Ortberg's "God is Closer Than You Think" invites readers to reconsider their perceptions of the
divine. By emphasizing God's immanence and desire for relationship, Ortberg encourages individuals
to seek and recognize God's presence in their daily lives. Through practices such as mindfulness,
spiritual disciplines, and addressing barriers to connection, readers can cultivate a deeper, more
fulfilling relationship with God. Ultimately, embracing the truth that God is closer than we think can
lead to transformative changes in our personal well-being and our relationships with others, enriching
our spiritual journey and deepening our faith.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main message of 'God Is Closer Than You Think'
by John Ortberg?
The main message of the book is that God's presence is always near us, and that we can cultivate a
deeper relationship with Him through awareness and intentionality in our daily lives.

How does John Ortberg suggest we can recognize God's
presence in our lives?
Ortberg suggests that we can recognize God's presence by being more mindful, engaging in prayer,
and looking for signs of His work in our everyday experiences.

What practical steps does Ortberg offer for experiencing
God's closeness?
Ortberg offers practical steps such as practicing silence and solitude, engaging in community with
others, and being open to the small, everyday moments where God might be speaking to us.

In what ways does Ortberg address feelings of distance from
God?
Ortberg addresses feelings of distance by reminding readers that these feelings are common, and he
encourages them to seek God through faith, even when they don't feel His presence immediately.

How does 'God Is Closer Than You Think' relate to modern
spiritual struggles?
The book relates to modern spiritual struggles by emphasizing the importance of recognizing God's
closeness amidst life's distractions and challenges, and it encourages readers to actively pursue a
relationship with Him.
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Discover how "God is Closer Than You Think" by John Ortberg reveals the divine presence in
everyday life. Learn more about deepening your faith today!
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