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The Gorge Amphitheater, located in George, Washington, is one of the most
iconic outdoor concert venues in the United States. Nestled along the banks
of the Columbia River and surrounded by dramatic cliffs, the venue boasts
stunning views that enhance the concert-going experience. Since its opening
in 1986, the Gorge has become synonymous with some of the most memorable live
music events in history. This article delves into the rich concert history of
the Gorge Amphitheater, highlighting key moments, notable performances, and
its significance in the music industry.

Origins and Development of the Gorge
Amphitheater

The Gorge Amphitheater was initially constructed in 1986 as a part of the
Gorge Resort, which aimed to promote tourism in the area. The venue was
designed to accommodate a variety of events, but it quickly became a favored
location for live music. The natural amphitheater-like structure, with its
sloping lawns and breathtaking views of the Columbia River Gorge, set the
stage for a unique concert experience.

Key Milestones in Concert History

1. First Concerts: The first concert held at the Gorge Amphitheater took
place on May 16, 1986, featuring the Grateful Dead. This performance not only
marked the venue's inaugural event but also set a precedent for the type of
music that would thrive there.



2. Emerging Popularity: Throughout the late 1980s and early 1990s, the venue
gained momentum, attracting major artists and bands. Events like the annual
"Horde Festival" in 1992 showcased a diverse lineup of alternative and jam
bands, firmly establishing the Gorge as a premier concert destination.

3. The Birth of the Sasquatch! Music Festival: In 2002, the Gorge hosted the
first Sasquatch! Music Festival, which quickly became a staple of the summer
music scene. The festival not only spotlighted mainstream acts but also
highlighted emerging artists, solidifying the venue's reputation as a
launching pad for new talent.

Iconic Concerts and Performances

Over the years, the Gorge Amphitheater has seen countless legendary
performances that have left an indelible mark on music history. Here are some
of the most notable concerts:

1. Dave Matthews Band

The Dave Matthews Band (DMB) has a special relationship with the Gorge
Amphitheater, having performed numerous times since their first show there in
1996. DMB's live shows are known for their improvisational style, and the
band's performances at the Gorge have become legendary. Their annual Labor
Day weekend concerts, which began in 2004, have drawn thousands of fans,
creating a vibrant atmosphere that blends music and community.

2. Pearl Jam

Pearl Jam, one of the defining bands of the 1990s, has also made the Gorge a
key stop on their tours. Their performances are known for their intensity and
connection with the audience. In 2005, Pearl Jam played a series of shows at
the Gorge that were recorded and released as part of their live album series.
The band's ability to create a unique experience for each concert has
contributed to the venue's allure.

3. The Gorge as a Festival Destination

In addition to Sasquatch!, the Gorge has hosted a variety of other festivals,
including:

— Paradiso Festival: Electronic music lovers flocked to the Gorge for the
Paradiso Festival, which featured top DJs and electronic acts. The festival
ran from 2012 to 2019 and transformed the venue into a vibrant party
atmosphere.

- Sasquatch! Music Festival: Although Sasquatch! was discontinued in 2018,
its legacy endures as one of the most influential festivals in the Pacific
Northwest, known for its diverse lineups and breathtaking setting.

— Summer Shows: The Gorge's summer concert series has featured an array of
artists, from rock and pop to country and hip-hop, making it a versatile



venue that caters to various musical tastes.

Unique Features of the Gorge Amphitheater

The Gorge Amphitheater is not just known for its musical offerings but also
for its distinct features that enhance the concert experience:

1. Stunning Natural Landscape

The venue's breathtaking views of the Columbia River and the surrounding
cliffs provide a picturesque backdrop for performances. Concert-goers are
treated to stunning sunsets and starry nights, making the experience
unforgettable.

2. Accommodations and Amenities

The Gorge offers a range of amenities for concert-goers, including:

- Camping Facilities: Many attendees choose to camp onsite, creating a
festival-like atmosphere. The camping options vary from tent camping to RV
accommodations.

- Food and Beverage Options: The venue features numerous food vendors,
offering a variety of cuisines to cater to diverse tastes. Local breweries
often showcase their craft beers, adding to the regional flavor.

— Accessibility: The Gorge Amphitheater is committed to providing accessible
seating and services for patrons with disabilities, ensuring that everyone
can enjoy the music.

3. Community and Culture

The Gorge has cultivated a sense of community among concert-goers. Many
attendees return year after year, forming lasting friendships and
connections. This culture of camaraderie adds to the overall experience,
making it more than Jjust a concert—it becomes a celebration of music and
togetherness.

The Future of the Gorge Amphitheater

As the music industry evolves, the Gorge Amphitheater is poised to remain a
significant player in the concert scene. The venue continues to adapt to new
trends, welcoming a mix of established artists and emerging talent.
Additionally, the growing popularity of music festivals indicates that the
Gorge will likely host more diverse events in the coming years.



Challenges and Opportunities

While the future looks promising, the Gorge faces challenges, including:

— Environmental Concerns: As a natural venue, the Gorge must balance the
influx of concert-goers with the preservation of its stunning landscape.
Sustainable practices and environmental awareness will be crucial in
maintaining the venue's integrity.

— Competition: With the rise of new music venues and festivals, the Gorge
must continue to innovate and offer unique experiences that set it apart from
the competition.

Conclusion

The Gorge Amphitheater's concert history is a remarkable tapestry woven with
unforgettable performances, iconic festivals, and a vibrant community of
music lovers. From its humble beginnings in 1986 to its status as a premier
music destination today, the Gorge has consistently delivered magical moments
that resonate with fans. As it looks to the future, the Gorge Amphitheater
remains a beacon for live music enthusiasts, promising to continue its legacy
as a cherished venue where music, nature, and community converge.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Gorge Amphitheater in
concert history?

The Gorge Amphitheater is renowned for its stunning natural scenery and has
hosted numerous iconic concerts since its opening in 1986, making it a
beloved venue for both artists and fans.

Which major music festivals have taken place at the
Gorge Amphitheater?

The Gorge Amphitheater is famous for hosting the Sasquatch! Music Festival,
which showcased a diverse lineup of artists and drew large crowds annually
from 2002 to 2018.

Who are some of the most notable artists that have
performed at the Gorge?

Notable artists who have graced the stage at the Gorge include Dave Matthews
Band, Pearl Jam, and Phish, all of whom have played multiple shows at the
venue.

What impact has the Gorge Amphitheater had on music
culture?

The Gorge has become a pilgrimage site for music lovers, contributing to the
culture of live music and outdoor festivals, influencing how artists choose



venues for performances.

How does the location of the Gorge Amphitheater
enhance the concert experience?

Situated on a cliff overlooking the Columbia River, the Gorge offers
breathtaking views, making concerts not Jjust a musical experience but also a
visual spectacle that enhances the overall enjoyment.

What challenges has the Gorge Amphitheater faced in
recent years?

The Gorge Amphitheater has faced challenges such as changing regulations,
environmental concerns, and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, which
affected live events and attendance.
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