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“Thot it really began in the days
when the Love Laws were made.

The laws that lay down who should
be loved, and how.
And how much.”
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God of Small Things quote is a phrase that resonates deeply with readers of Arundhati
Roy's acclaimed novel, "The God of Small Things." Published in 1997, this book won the
Booker Prize and has since been celebrated for its intricate narrative style, rich prose, and
profound themes. The quotes from this novel encapsulate complex emotions, societal
critiques, and the beauty of small moments that define human existence. In this article, we
will explore the significance of the God of Small Things quote, the themes it embodies, and
its impact on readers and literature.

Understanding the Context of "The God of Small
Things"

Before delving into specific quotes, it's essential to understand the broader context of
Roy's novel. "The God of Small Things" is set in Kerala, India, and unfolds the tragic love



story of Ammu and Velutha against the backdrop of strict social hierarchies and cultural
norms. The narrative shifts between past and present, highlighting the consequences of
societal rules on personal lives.

Key elements that influence the narrative include:

e Family Dynamics: The story revolves around the Ipe family, focusing on love,
betrayal, and the impact of familial expectations.

e Caste System: The rigid caste system in India plays a crucial role in the characters'
lives, shaping their destinies and relationships.

e Childhood Innocence: The experiences of the twins, Estha and Rahel, are central
to the narrative, illustrating how childhood innocence is often shattered by adult
realities.

The Power of Quotes in Literature

Quotes in literature serve various purposes, ranging from encapsulating themes to
delivering poignant reflections on life. In "The God of Small Things," Roy's quotes are
particularly powerful for several reasons:

1. Emotional Resonance

Many quotes evoke strong emotional responses, tapping into universal feelings of love,
loss, and nostalgia. For instance, the reflection on childhood and the bittersweet nature of
memories resonates with readers, evoking their own experiences.

2. Social Critique

Roy's quotes often critique societal norms, particularly concerning caste and gender. By
highlighting the injustices faced by her characters, she invites readers to reflect on their
societal structures. Quotes that challenge the status quo become a rallying point for
discussions on social justice.

3. Philosophical Insights

The novel is rich with philosophical musings that encourage readers to ponder the
complexities of human existence. Roy's contemplative quotes often lead to deeper
reflections on the meaning of life, love, and the small moments that shape our



experiences.

Significant Quotes from "The God of Small
Things"

To illustrate the power of Roy's writing, let's explore some significant quotes from the
novel, examining their meanings and implications.

"The one thing that can never be taken away from you is
your own mind."

This quote encapsulates the theme of personal agency and resilience. It suggests that
while external circumstances may impose limitations, one's thoughts and perceptions
remain untouchable. This idea is particularly relevant in the context of the characters, who
navigate oppressive societal structures. The quote emphasizes the importance of self-
identity and mental freedom.

"They all broke the rules. They all broke the rules. The
laws that lay down who should be loved, and how. And
how much."

Here, Roy highlights the destructive nature of societal rules regarding love and
relationships. The repetition in this quote emphasizes the inevitability of breaking these
rules, suggesting that love transcends societal expectations. This quote serves as a
reminder that human emotions cannot be confined by arbitrary norms, and the
consequences of such transgressions are deeply felt by the characters.

"A few hours later, they were still in the same place,
frozen in time, when the world was still whole."

This quote reflects the theme of nostalgia and the fleeting nature of happiness. It evokes
the idea that certain moments in life are so significant that they seem to suspend time.
This sentiment resonates with the readers' own memories of cherished experiences,
evoking a sense of longing for a simpler past.

"It’s never too late to be what you might have been."

This quote embodies the essence of hope and the possibility of change. It encourages
individuals to embrace new beginnings and pursue their dreams, regardless of past



failures. In the context of the novel, this message is vital for characters seeking
redemption and the chance to redefine their lives.

The Impact of "The God of Small Things" Quotes
on Readers

The quotes from "The God of Small Things" have left a lasting impact on readers and have
contributed to the novel's status as a contemporary classic. Here are a few ways in which
these quotes resonate with audiences:

1. Encouraging Reflection

Roy's quotes often leave readers contemplating their own lives, relationships, and societal
roles. The emotional depth and philosophical nature of her writing encourage
introspection, prompting readers to question their beliefs and values.

2. Inspiring Activism

Many readers are inspired by the novel's critique of social injustice. The awareness raised
by Roy's quotes motivates individuals to engage in activism, challenging the status quo
and advocating for change in their communities.

3. Fostering Connection

The universal themes explored in the novel create a sense of connection among readers.
Many find solace in the shared experiences conveyed through Roy's words, reinforcing the
idea that literature can bridge cultural and social divides.

Conclusion

The God of Small Things quote serves as a powerful reminder of the intricacies of
human emotions, societal norms, and the small moments that shape our lives. Arundhati
Roy's ability to encapsulate profound themes in her writing resonates deeply with readers,
inviting them to reflect on their own experiences and the world around them.

In exploring the significance of quotes from "The God of Small Things," we uncover the
layers of meaning that contribute to its literary acclaim. The novel's exploration of love,
loss, and social critique continues to inspire discussions and reflections, solidifying its
place in contemporary literature. Whether through the lens of nostalgia, resilience, or
social justice, the quotes within this remarkable work remind us that the small things in



life often hold the most significant truths.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the quote 'The God of Small
Things' in the context of the novel?

The quote emphasizes the importance of small, seemingly insignificant moments and
details in life that shape our experiences and memories, highlighting how they can have
profound implications.

How does Arundhati Roy use the concept of '‘the small
things' to critique societal norms?

Roy uses the small things to illustrate how societal norms and rigid caste structures affect
personal relationships, demonstrating that small acts of love and rebellion can challenge
systemic injustice.

What themes are explored through the quote 'The God
of Small Things'?

The themes of love, loss, societal constraints, and the impact of history on personal lives
are central to the narrative, with the quote encapsulating the interplay between personal
experiences and larger social issues.

In what ways does the quote relate to the characters’
experiences in the novel?

The characters' lives are filled with small, everyday moments that carry significant weight,
illustrating how their joys and sorrows are intertwined with the larger societal context in
which they exist.

How does the quote 'God of Small Things' reflect on
memory and time?

The quote suggests that memories are often constructed from small, detailed moments,
and that time can distort the significance of these moments, affecting how characters
perceive their past.

What role do ‘small things' play in the development of
relationships in the novel?

Small gestures and moments of connection are crucial in building and breaking
relationships, illustrating how intimacy and distance can arise from the minutiae of daily
life.



Can you explain the irony present in the quote 'The God
of Small Things'?

The irony lies in the juxtaposition of the divine and the mundane; the phrase suggests that
even within the grand narratives of life, it is often the small, overlooked details that hold
the most power and meaning.

What literary devices does Roy employ in relation to 'the
small things'?

Roy employs imagery, non-linear narrative, and symbolic motifs to emphasize the
significance of small moments, creating a rich tapestry of meaning that enhances the
reader's understanding of the characters' lives.

How can the quote 'The God of Small Things' inspire
readers in their daily lives?

The quote encourages readers to recognize and appreciate the small joys and details in
their own lives, suggesting that these moments can be as significant as the major events,
fostering mindfulness and gratitude.
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