
Grade 3 Math Word Problems Addition And
Subtraction

Grade 3 math word problems addition and subtraction are essential for
developing critical thinking and problem-solving skills in young learners. As
children transition from simple arithmetic to more complex mathematical
concepts, word problems serve as a bridge that helps them apply their
knowledge in practical scenarios. This article will explore the importance of
addition and subtraction word problems for third graders, provide strategies
for solving them, and offer a variety of examples to reinforce these skills.

Understanding Word Problems

Word problems can be challenging for students, especially when they are still
mastering basic operations. Understanding the structure and language of word



problems is crucial for successfully solving them. Here are some key
components to consider:

Context: Word problems often present a real-life scenario that requires
mathematical reasoning.

Keywords: Certain words or phrases can indicate which mathematical
operation to use (e.g., "total" for addition, "difference" for
subtraction).

Numbers: The numbers included in the problem are critical to finding the
solution.

Question: Identifying what is being asked is essential to solving the
problem correctly.

The Importance of Addition and Subtraction Word
Problems

Addition and subtraction are foundational math skills that students must
master by the end of third grade. Word problems are particularly important
for several reasons:

1. Application of Skills

Word problems require students to apply their knowledge of addition and
subtraction in real-world contexts. This application helps solidify their
understanding and shows them how math is relevant in everyday life.

2. Development of Critical Thinking

Solving word problems encourages critical thinking and reasoning skills.
Students learn to analyze the information presented, identify what is needed
to solve the problem, and determine the best method to reach the solution.

3. Enhancing Comprehension

Reading comprehension is an integral part of solving word problems. Students
must read carefully to extract the necessary information and understand the
problem's context, which enhances their overall reading skills.

Strategies to Solve Word Problems

To effectively tackle addition and subtraction word problems, students can
use various strategies:



1. Read the Problem Carefully

Encourage students to read the problem multiple times. This helps them to
grasp the context and identify the key information needed to solve the
problem.

2. Highlight or Underline Key Information

Students can benefit from highlighting or underlining important numbers and
keywords. This visual cue can help them focus on what is necessary for
solving the problem.

3. Draw a Picture or Diagram

Visual aids can be extremely helpful. Encourage students to draw a picture or
diagram that represents the problem, which can make it easier to understand
and solve.

4. Write an Equation

Translating the word problem into a mathematical equation can clarify what
operations are required. For example, if the problem involves finding the
total number of items, students can write an addition equation.

5. Check the Answer

Once students find a solution, they should check their work. Encouraging them
to revisit the original problem to ensure their answer makes sense is an
excellent practice for developing accuracy.

Examples of Grade 3 Math Word Problems

Here are several examples of addition and subtraction word problems suitable
for third graders, along with their solutions.

Example 1: Addition

Problem: Sarah has 12 apples. Her friend gives her 8 more apples. How many
apples does Sarah have now?

Solution:
1. Identify the numbers: 12 (apples Sarah has) + 8 (apples given).
2. Write the equation: 12 + 8 = ?
3. Calculate: 12 + 8 = 20.
4. Answer: Sarah has 20 apples now.



Example 2: Subtraction

Problem: There are 25 students in the classroom. If 7 students go to the
library, how many students are left in the classroom?

Solution:
1. Identify the numbers: 25 (total students) - 7 (students going to the
library).
2. Write the equation: 25 - 7 = ?
3. Calculate: 25 - 7 = 18.
4. Answer: There are 18 students left in the classroom.

Example 3: Mixed Operations

Problem: Lisa has 15 stickers. She buys 10 more stickers and then gives 5
stickers to her friend. How many stickers does Lisa have now?

Solution:
1. Identify the operations: First, we add the stickers Lisa buys, then
subtract the stickers she gives away.
2. Write the equation: (15 + 10) - 5 = ?
3. Calculate: 15 + 10 = 25; 25 - 5 = 20.
4. Answer: Lisa has 20 stickers now.

Tips for Parents and Educators

To support students in mastering grade 3 math word problems, parents and
educators can implement these strategies:

Practice Regularly: Consistent practice with word problems can reinforce
skills and build confidence.

Encourage Collaboration: Pair students to work on word problems
together, fostering discussion and collaborative problem-solving.

Use Real-Life Examples: Incorporating real-life situations into word
problems can make them more relatable and engaging for students.

Provide Feedback: Offering constructive feedback helps students
understand their mistakes and learn from them.

Conclusion

Grade 3 math word problems involving addition and subtraction are vital for
developing a solid mathematical foundation in young learners. By
understanding the structure of word problems and employing effective
strategies, students can enhance their problem-solving skills and gain
confidence in their mathematical abilities. Encouragement from parents and
educators, along with regular practice, will further support their journey



toward mathematical proficiency. With time and effort, mastering word
problems will become an achievable goal for every third grader.

Frequently Asked Questions

If Sarah has 12 apples and she buys 8 more, how many
apples does she have in total?
Sarah has 20 apples in total.

Tom had 15 toy cars. He gave 6 of them to his friend.
How many toy cars does Tom have left?
Tom has 9 toy cars left.

A baker made 24 cookies. If he sells 10 cookies, how
many cookies does he still have?
The baker has 14 cookies left.

Lisa has 18 stickers. She found 5 more stickers on
the ground. How many stickers does she have now?
Lisa has 23 stickers now.

If there are 30 students in a class and 12 of them
are girls, how many boys are in the class?
There are 18 boys in the class.

Jake has 9 books. His mom buys him 7 more books. How
many books does Jake have now?
Jake has 16 books now.

A farmer had 50 cows. If he sold 15 cows, how many
cows does he have left?
The farmer has 35 cows left.

There are 40 candies in a jar. If you eat 12 candies,
how many candies remain in the jar?
There are 28 candies remaining in the jar.
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一般刚一入学时，就有了哪一级的叫法，如：95级，96级（95级就是1995年入学的）。 毕业离校当年的公历年份就是当届，如：07 …

a / the grade A - WordReference Forums
Mar 17, 2021 · "A" is a grade. So the phrases "an A" and "a grade" are natural. But "a grade A" is not
natural. It is …

Score/scores, grade/grades or mark/marks? - WordReference F…
Apr 20, 2007 · A mark is something you get in a test or exam or even on your homework. I got a
mark of 75% in the …

Boost your child's skills with engaging grade 3 math word problems on addition and subtraction.
Discover how these exercises can enhance learning today!
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