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Gene Kelly in "An American in Paris" is a remarkable fusion of musical genius
and cinematic artistry that has left an indelible mark on American film
history. Released in 1951, this iconic musical film not only showcases the
talent of Gene Kelly, one of the era's most celebrated dancers and
choreographers, but also serves as a vivid love letter to the enchanting city
of Paris. In this article, we will explore the film's background, its
artistic innovations, and its lasting impact on the world of cinema.

Background of "An American in Paris"

"An American in Paris," directed by Vincente Minnelli, is based on the music
of George Gershwin. The film tells the story of Jerry Mulligan, played by



Gene Kelly, an American painter trying to make a name for himself in post-
World War II Paris. The film is notable for its combination of narrative and
music, interwoven with stunning dance sequences.

Production and Release

The film was produced by MGM and premiered on January 1, 1951. It became one
of the studio's most successful productions, winning six Academy Awards,
including Best Picture. The creative team behind the film included:

- Director: Vincente Minnelli

- Music: George Gershwin

- Choreography: Gene Kelly and Stanley Donen
- Screenplay: Alan Jay Lerner

The film was groundbreaking in its use of color, musical score, and
choreography, setting new standards for the musical genre.

Plot Overview

The narrative follows Jerry Mulligan, who falls in love with a French woman
named Lise Bouvier, portrayed by Leslie Caron. However, complications arise
as Lise is also pursued by a wealthy American, Henri Baurel, played by
Georges Guétary. The film beautifully intertwines romance, art, and music,
culminating in a visually stunning ballet sequence that encapsulates the
essence of Paris.

Gene Kelly's Role and Performance

Gene Kelly's portrayal of Jerry Mulligan is one of the film's highlights.
Kelly, known for his athletic and innovative dance style, brought a unique
charisma to the character. His performance is characterized by:

- Dynamic Dance Numbers: Kelly's choreography in "An American in Paris" is a
blend of ballet, jazz, and tap, showcasing his versatility as a dancer.

- Charismatic Screen Presence: His charm and relatability made Jerry Mulligan
a memorable character, resonating with audiences around the world.

- Emotional Depth: Kelly's ability to convey emotion through dance adds
layers to the narrative, making the romantic elements of the film more
poignant.

Iconic Dance Sequences



The film features several iconic dance sequences, each contributing to the
overall narrative and showcasing Kelly's extraordinary talent:

1. "I Got Rhythm": This upbeat number features a vibrant ensemble cast and
highlights the joy of living in Paris.

2. "Our Love Is Here to Stay": A romantic duet between Jerry and Lise,
emphasizing their deepening connection.

3. The Ballet Sequence: The grand finale of the film, a surreal and colorful
representation of Jerry's dreams and aspirations, is a testament to Kelly's
innovative choreography.

Artistic Innovations

"An American in Paris" is celebrated for its artistic innovations, some of
which include:

Use of Color

The film is renowned for its stunning Technicolor cinematography. The vibrant
colors not only enhance the visual appeal but also contribute to the film's
emotional tone. The use of color helps to create a dreamy atmosphere that
mirrors the romantic idealization of Paris.

Integration of Music and Dance

One of the film's most significant achievements is the seamless integration
of music and dance into the narrative. The choreography is not merely an
addition to the songs but is essential to storytelling. Each dance number
serves to advance the plot and develop the characters.

Visual Storytelling

The ballet sequence is particularly noteworthy for its use of visual
storytelling. The absence of dialogue during this segment allows the music
and dance to convey Jerry's internal struggles and aspirations. This
technique elevates the film from a standard musical to an artistic
masterpiece.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Upon its release, "An American in Paris" received critical acclaim and became



a commercial success. It was praised for its innovative approach to the
musical genre and its ability to blend various artistic elements. The film's
legacy continues to influence modern musicals and dance films.

Awards and Accolades

The film received numerous awards, including:

- Academy Awards: 6 Oscars, including Best Picture, Best Score, and Best
Cinematography.
- Golden Globe Awards: Best Motion Picture — Musical or Comedy.

Influence on Future Musicals

"An American in Paris" has had a lasting impact on the musical genre. Its
artistic innovations paved the way for future films such as "West Side Story"
and "Chicago," where the integration of music, dance, and narrative became a
hallmark.

Stage Adaptation

The film's popularity led to a successful stage adaptation, which premiered
in 2014. The Broadway production brought the story to a new generation and
showcased the timelessness of Kelly's artistry.

Conclusion

Gene Kelly's performance in "An American in Paris" is a defining moment in
the history of American cinema. The film's combination of innovative
choreography, stunning visuals, and heartfelt storytelling has secured its
place as a classic. As audiences continue to be captivated by this enchanting
tale of love and aspiration, Gene Kelly's legacy as a master of dance and
film remains stronger than ever. The film not only celebrates the joy of
music and dance but also captures the spirit of Paris, making it a beloved
piece of cinematic history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'An American in Paris'?

The main theme of 'An American in Paris' revolves around love, aspiration,



and the pursuit of dreams, set against the backdrop of post-war Paris.

Who composed the music for 'An American in Paris'?

The music for 'An American in Paris' was composed by George Gershwin,
featuring his famous orchestral piece of the same name.

What role did Gene Kelly play in 'An American in
Paris'?

Gene Kelly played the role of Jerry Mulligan, an American painter trying to
make it in Paris while navigating love and artistic aspirations.

How did 'An American in Paris' influence musical
cinema?

The film is credited with pioneering the integration of elaborate dance
sequences and storytelling, setting a new standard for musical cinema.

What notable award did 'An American in Paris' win at
the Academy Awards?

The film won six Academy Awards, including Best Picture at the 1952 Oscars.

Which famous ballet sequence is featured in 'An
American in Paris'?

The film features a 17-minute ballet sequence that showcases the dreamlike
romance between Jerry and Lise, set to Gershwin's music.

What impact did 'An American in Paris' have on Gene
Kelly's career?

The success of 'An American in Paris' solidified Gene Kelly's status as a
leading figure in Hollywood musicals and showcased his unique dance style.

Who starred opposite Gene Kelly as Lise in 'An
American in Paris'?

Leslie Caron starred opposite Gene Kelly as Lise, the French girl who becomes
the object of his affection.
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