
G Body Manual Transmission Conversion Kit

G body manual transmission conversion kit is a highly sought-after upgrade for automotive
enthusiasts looking to enhance the performance and driving experience of their GM G-body vehicles.
These cars, produced from 1978 to 1988, are beloved for their classic styling and potential for
performance modifications. Converting from an automatic to a manual transmission not only
improves driving engagement but can also boost the overall power delivery and handling
characteristics of the vehicle. This article will explore the details, benefits, and considerations of a G
body manual transmission conversion kit, along with installation tips and performance insights.

Understanding G Body Vehicles

The G-body platform was a versatile series of cars produced by General Motors, encompassing
models such as the Chevrolet Malibu, Pontiac Grand Prix, Oldsmobile Cutlass, and Buick Regal. These
vehicles were available with various engine and transmission options, with many coming equipped
with automatic transmissions. As performance car culture has evolved, enthusiasts have increasingly
sought to enhance their G-body vehicles' driving dynamics, leading to the popularity of manual
transmission conversions.

Why Convert to Manual Transmission?

Converting to a manual transmission comes with several advantages:

1. Enhanced Driver Engagement: Manual transmissions provide a more connected and engaging
driving experience, allowing drivers to feel more in control of their vehicle.
2. Increased Performance: Manual gearboxes often have less parasitic loss compared to automatics,
translating to better acceleration and power delivery.
3. Weight Reduction: Manual transmissions typically weigh less than their automatic counterparts,
which can improve handling and performance.
4. Improved Reliability: Many enthusiasts find that manual transmissions can be more durable,



especially when tuned for high performance.
5. Customization Options: Manual transmissions come with a variety of gear ratios, allowing for better
tailored performance based on driving style and intended use.

Components of a G Body Manual Transmission
Conversion Kit

A complete G body manual transmission conversion kit generally includes several key components
necessary for a successful installation. Below is a list of essential parts found in most kits:

1. Manual Transmission: Common options include T5, T56, or S10 transmissions, depending on the
desired performance and power handling capabilities.
2. Bellhousing: A specific bellhousing designed for the G-body platform and the chosen manual
transmission is crucial for proper fitment.
3. Clutch Kit: This includes the clutch disc, pressure plate, and throwout bearing, ensuring effective
power transfer from the engine to the transmission.
4. Flywheel: A lightweight flywheel can improve engine responsiveness and is often recommended for
performance applications.
5. Shifter Assembly: A manual shifter, including the linkage and boot, is necessary for smooth gear
changes.
6. Crossmember and Mounts: Modified or new engine and transmission mounts may be needed to
accommodate the manual transmission.
7. Driveshaft: Depending on the transmission used, a custom driveshaft may be required to connect
the transmission to the rear differential.
8. Pedal Assembly: A manual pedal assembly, including the clutch pedal, is essential for operating the
clutch system.
9. Hydraulic or Mechanical Clutch Actuation System: Depending on the setup, you may need a
hydraulic master and slave cylinder or a mechanical linkage.

Installation Process

While installing a G body manual transmission conversion kit can be a rewarding project, it requires
mechanical knowledge and experience. Below is a step-by-step guide to the installation process:

Preparation

1. Gather Tools and Equipment: Ensure you have all necessary tools, including wrenches, sockets,
screwdrivers, and specialty tools for the transmission.
2. Safety First: Disconnect the battery and park the vehicle on a level surface. Use jack stands for
safety when working under the vehicle.
3. Remove Existing Components: Take out the automatic transmission, including the torque
converter, shifter assembly, and any related wiring or components.



Installation Steps

1. Install the Clutch Pedal Assembly: Remove the automatic shifter and install the manual clutch pedal
assembly, ensuring proper positioning.
2. Install the Bellhousing and Transmission: Place the bellhousing onto the engine and bolt it in place.
Align the manual transmission and secure it to the bellhousing.
3. Attach the Flywheel and Clutch: Install the flywheel, followed by the clutch disc and pressure plate,
ensuring everything is torqued to specifications.
4. Install the Shifter Assembly: Position the shifter in its housing and connect it to the transmission,
ensuring proper alignment.
5. Install Crossmember and Driveshaft: Fit the transmission crossmember and install the driveshaft,
ensuring all connections are tight and secure.
6. Install the Clutch Actuation System: Depending on your setup, either mount the hydraulic master
cylinder or install the mechanical linkage for the clutch.
7. Rewire and Connect Components: Reconnect any necessary wiring, including the reverse light
switch and any other electronic components.
8. Final Checks: Before lowering the vehicle, double-check all connections, fluid levels, and ensure
everything is secure.

Testing and Tuning

Once the installation is complete, it is crucial to test the system:

1. Check Fluid Levels: Inspect and fill the transmission fluid to the appropriate levels.
2. Bleed the Clutch System: If using a hydraulic clutch, ensure the system is bled to remove any air
for proper operation.
3. Start the Engine: Fire up the engine and check for any leaks or unusual noises.
4. Test Drive: Take the vehicle out for a short drive, paying attention to the clutch engagement and
shifting feel. Adjust as necessary for optimal performance.

Performance Upgrades and Considerations

Upgrading to a manual transmission can open the door to numerous performance enhancements.
Here are some considerations and potential upgrades:

1. Gear Ratio Choices: Depending on your driving style, you can choose different gear ratios for the
transmission to optimize acceleration or top speed.
2. Performance Clutch Kits: Upgrading to a high-performance clutch can improve engagement and
provide better power handling for modified engines.
3. Short Throw Shifters: Installing a short throw shifter can enhance shifting speed and precision,
making for a sportier driving experience.
4. Suspension Upgrades: With the weight savings from a manual transmission, consider upgrading the
suspension components for improved handling and stability.
5. Tuning: If you have modified the engine, consider tuning the ECU to maximize performance with
the new transmission setup.



Conclusion

The G body manual transmission conversion kit is an excellent way to enhance the driving experience
of classic GM vehicles. With the right components and careful installation, enthusiasts can transform
their ride, enjoying the benefits of improved performance, engagement, and customization options.
While the process may require a significant investment of time and effort, the rewards of driving a G-
body with a manual transmission are well worth it. Whether you’re cruising down the highway, hitting
the track, or simply enjoying a Sunday drive, the joy of shifting gears manually adds a level of
excitement that many enthusiasts cherish.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a G body manual transmission conversion kit?
A G body manual transmission conversion kit is a set of components designed to convert automatic
transmission vehicles in the G body platform (such as the Chevrolet Monte Carlo, Cutlass, and Malibu)
to a manual transmission setup.

What are the benefits of converting to a manual transmission
in a G body?
Converting to a manual transmission can provide better control over the vehicle, improved
performance, and often a more engaging driving experience. Additionally, manual transmissions can
be lighter and may offer better fuel efficiency.

What components are typically included in a G body manual
transmission conversion kit?
Typically, a G body manual transmission conversion kit includes the manual transmission itself, clutch
assembly, flywheel, shifter, transmission mount, bellhousing, and various hardware needed for the
installation.

Is professional installation recommended for a G body manual
transmission conversion?
While experienced DIYers can tackle the conversion, professional installation is recommended for
those who lack the necessary skills or tools, as it involves significant modifications to the vehicle's
drivetrain and may require alignment and adjustments.

What should I consider before purchasing a G body manual
transmission conversion kit?
Before purchasing a kit, consider the compatibility with your specific G body model, the quality of the
components, your mechanical skill level, and any additional modifications that may be necessary for a
successful installation.
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Upgrade your G-body with a manual transmission conversion kit for enhanced performance and
driving experience. Discover how to transform your ride today!
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