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“WAR IS A RACKET
-t o g Ao g e B
in scope. It is the only one in which the profits are

reckoned in dollars and the losses in lives. ..

A RACKET is best described, | believe .
as something that is NOT what it seems

to be to the majority of people.
Only a small “inside™ group knows
what it is really about.

It is conducted for the benefit of the very few,
at the expense of the very many,

Out of WAR a few people make huge fortunes. q
Major General Smediey D. Butier, 1935 '

d
U.S. Marine Corps, A M

Two-time winner Congressional Medal of Honor { -

General Smedley Butler: War is a Racket is a powerful statement that encapsulates the views of one of
America’s most decorated military officers. General Butler’s insights into the nature of war and its impact
on society have sparked discussions about the motivations behind military conflicts and the beneficiaries of
such wars. His book, published in 1935, remains a critical examination of the relationship between warfare
and capitalism, urging a re-evaluation of the true costs of conflict. This article will delve into Butler's life,

the key themes of his work, and the implications of his assertions in today's context.

The Life of General Smedley Butler

General Smedley Butler was born on July 30, 1881, in West Chester, Pennsylvania. He graduated from the
U.S. Naval Academy in 1898 and began a distinguished military career that would span over three decades.
Butler served in various conflicts, including:

e The Philippines-American War

e The Boxer Rebellion in China

e World War |



His experiences on the battlefield and the political landscape of the time profoundly influenced his views
on war and military intervention. By the time he retired in 1931, Butler had received numerous accolades,

including two Medals of Honor, solidifying his reputation as a hero.

Understanding "War is a Racket"

In 1935, Smedley Butler published "War is a Racket," a short yet impactful book that critiques the profit
motives behind warfare. The title itself suggests a business-like approach to war, where the consequences

for soldiers and civilians are often overlooked in favor of financial gain for a select few.

The Core Arguments of Butler’s Work

Butler’s primary arguments can be summarized as follows:

1. Economic Motivation: Butler claims that wars are primarily fought for the financial benefit of
industrialists and bankers rather than for noble causes. He argues that the real profits from war are reaped

by a small group of people who manufacture weapons and supply goods to the military.

2. Exploitation of Soldiers: The general highlights how soldiers are often used as pawns in a game that
serves the interests of the elite. He emphasizes the fact that while soldiers risk their lives and face the

horrors of war, they receive little in return compared to the profits made by war profiteers.

3. Civilian Impact: Butler discusses the devastating effects of war on civilians, arguing that the destruction
caused by military conflicts often outweighs the purported benefits. He points out that the innocent suffer

the most while those who instigate the wars remain untouched.

4. Political Corruption: The book also addresses the political aspects of war, asserting that politicians often
promote military action to gain favor with powerful business interests. This creates a cycle of conflict that

benefits a few at the expense of the many.

Key Quotes from "War is a Racket"

To illustrate Butler's points, here are some key quotes from "War is a Racket™

- "War is a racket. It always has been. It is possibly the oldest, easily the most profitable, surely the most
vicious."
- "It is conducted for the benefit of the very few, at the expense of the very many."

- "The soldiers don’t get the benefits, the people who make the money are the ones who never go to war."



These quotes encapsulate Butler's disdain for the practices surrounding war and highlight the need for a

more humane approach to conflict resolution.

The Relevance of Butler's Ideas Today

In an era marked by ongoing military engagements and geopolitical tensions, Butler's assertions continue to
resonate. The modern military-industrial complex, a term that describes the relationship between the
government, the military, and defense contractors, echoes Butler's concerns about the motivations behind

war.

Modern Examples of War as a Racket

Several contemporary conflicts reflect Butler's notion that war often serves the interests of a few rather

than the common good. Some examples include:

- The Iraqg War: Initiated in 2003, the Iraqg War has been scrutinized for its economic motivations,
particularly concerning oil interests and defense contracts. The aftermath of the war has led to significant

civilian suffering and destabilization in the region.

- Military Contracts: Companies like Lockheed Martin, Boeing, and Raytheon have profited immensely

from military contracts, raising questions about the ethical implications of war profiteering.

- Political Lobbying: The influence of defense lobbyists on U.S. foreign policy has been criticized, with
concerns that financial contributions to political campaigns may sway decisions toward military action

rather than diplomacy.

Conclusion: Rethinking War and Peace

General Smedley Butler’s "War is a Racket” remains a potent reminder of the complex interplay between
war, profit, and human suffering. His insights challenge us to reconsider our views on military

engagement and the true costs of conflict. To honor Butler's legacy, society must strive to:

1. Promote Peaceful Solutions: Prioritizing diplomacy and conflict resolution over military action can

prevent the cycle of violence and suffering.

2. Hold War Profiteers Accountable: Advocating for transparency in defense spending and military

contracts can help reduce the influence of profit motives in warfare.



3. Support Veterans and Civilians: Ensuring that veterans receive adequate care and support, and that

civilians affected by war are helped, is essential for healing the wounds of conflict.

In a world still grappling with the consequences of war, General Smedley Butler’s message remains

relevant, urging us all to seek a more just and peaceful future.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Smedley Butler and why is he significant in discussions about
war?

Smedley Butler was a Major General in the U.S. Marine Corps and a two-time recipient of the Medal of
Honor. He is significant for his outspoken views on militarism and imperialism, particularly articulated in

his book "War Is a Racket," where he critiques the motivations behind war.

What are the main arguments presented in "War Is a Racket'?

In "War Is a Racket,' Butler argues that wars are often driven by the profit motives of a small elite rather
than the interests of the public, emphasizing how the military-industrial complex profits from conflict

while ordinary people bear the costs.

How does Smedley Butler's perspective challenge traditional views of
patriotism and military service?

Butler challenges traditional views by suggesting that serving in the military can be exploited for
corporate gain rather than for noble causes, urging a reevaluation of what true patriotism entails, especially

in relation to war.

What impact did "War Is a Racket' have on anti-war movements?

The book has been influential in anti-war movements by providing a critical lens through which to view
conflicts, encouraging activists to question the underlying motives of wars and the interests of those who

profit from them.

How relevant are Butler's arguments today in the context of modern
warfare?

Butler's arguments remain relevant today as many continue to scrutinize the motivations behind military
interventions, the role of defense contractors, and the implications of perpetual warfare in contemporary

geopolitics.



What parallels can be drawn between Butler's views and contemporary
critiques of the military-industrial complex?

Contemporary critiques often echo Butler's themes, highlighting the influence of defense contractors on
U.S. foreign policy, the prioritization of corporate profits over human costs, and the cyclical nature of

conflict as a means of economic gain.

How can "War Is a Racket' be applied to analyze recent conflicts like those
in Iraq and Afghanistan?

Analyzing recent conflicts through Butler's lens reveals potential financial motivations behind military
engagements, such as securing oil resources and rebuilding contracts, suggesting that economic interests

often overshadow humanitarian or democratic objectives.
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