
Genre Of The Giver By Lois Lowry

The genre of The Giver by Lois Lowry is a fascinating topic that encompasses various
elements of literature, including dystopian fiction, young adult literature, and philosophical
exploration. Published in 1993, "The Giver" has gained acclaim for its thought-provoking
narrative and profound themes. This article delves into the genre of the novel, exploring its
characteristics, themes, and the impact it has had on readers across generations.



Understanding Dystopian Fiction

Dystopian fiction is a genre characterized by its portrayal of a society that is often
oppressive, totalitarian, and technologically advanced. The setting of such narratives
frequently serves as a cautionary tale, warning readers of potential futures shaped by
current societal issues. "The Giver" fits firmly within this genre, as it presents a seemingly
utopian society that conceals dark truths.

Characteristics of Dystopian Fiction

1. Controlled Society: In "The Giver," the community is tightly controlled, with strict rules
governing every aspect of life, including emotions, relationships, and even memories.
2. Suppression of Individuality: The characters in the novel, including the protagonist Jonas,
experience a suppression of individuality. The community values conformity over personal
expression, which is a common theme in dystopian literature.
3. Technology and Surveillance: The use of technology in "The Giver" serves to maintain
control over the population. Surveillance is a pervasive theme, reflecting real-world
concerns about privacy and autonomy.
4. Loss of Freedom: Jonas's journey highlights the loss of freedom inherent in his society.
The inhabitants of the community do not have the freedom to make choices, which raises
questions about the value of free will.

Young Adult Literature

"The Giver" is also classified as young adult literature, a genre that addresses themes
relevant to adolescents and young adults. This classification plays a crucial role in its
accessibility and impact on younger readers.

Elements of Young Adult Literature

1. Coming-of-Age Themes: The journey of Jonas serves as a coming-of-age story, where he
transitions from innocence to a deeper understanding of the complexities of life.
2. Relatable Characters: Young adult literature often features protagonists who grapple with
personal dilemmas. Jonas’s struggles resonate with readers as he confronts choices that
challenge the norms of his society.
3. Exploration of Identity: The quest for identity is a central theme in young adult literature.
Jonas’s awakening to the realities of his world prompts him to question his identity and
place within it.
4. Moral and Ethical Dilemmas: The ethical questions raised in "The Giver," such as the
value of memories and the implications of a pain-free existence, provoke critical thinking
among young readers.



Philosophical Exploration

Beyond its classification as dystopian and young adult literature, "The Giver" delves into
deep philosophical questions about the nature of humanity, memory, and the significance
of emotions.

Key Philosophical Themes

1. The Importance of Memory: The concept of memory is central to the narrative. The
community’s decision to erase painful memories raises questions about the role of memory
in shaping identity and human experience.
2. The Nature of Emotions: By suppressing emotions, the society in "The Giver" sacrifices
the richness of human experience. This exploration invites readers to consider the value of
emotions in their own lives.
3. Free Will vs. Safety: The tension between free will and safety is a recurring theme. The
community's choice to eliminate choices in favor of safety prompts reflection on the
balance between security and individual freedom.
4. Utopia vs. Dystopia: The novel invites readers to question the very nature of utopia.
What appears idyllic on the surface may hide significant moral compromises and
consequences.

Impact and Legacy of The Giver

"The Giver" has left a lasting impact on literature and education. Its thought-provoking
themes and narrative structure have made it a staple in school curriculums.

Influence on Literature and Society

1. Educational Tool: Many educators use "The Giver" to facilitate discussions about ethics,
society, and the value of memories. The novel serves as a springboard for critical thinking
and philosophical inquiry.
2. Inspiration for Other Works: Lowry's work has inspired a plethora of dystopian novels and
adaptations. Its influence can be seen in contemporary works that explore similar themes,
such as "The Hunger Games" and "Divergent."
3. Cultural Discussions: The novel has sparked conversations about the implications of a
controlled society, the role of government in individual lives, and the importance of
preserving history and memory.
4. Awards and Recognition: "The Giver" won the prestigious Newbery Medal and has been
recognized for its contribution to children's literature. Its acclaim underscores the
importance of addressing complex themes in works aimed at younger audiences.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the genre of "The Giver" by Lois Lowry is multifaceted, encompassing
elements of dystopian fiction, young adult literature, and philosophical exploration. Through
its gripping narrative, Lowry invites readers to ponder essential questions about memory,
emotions, and the nature of society. As a work that resonates with both young adults and
older readers, "The Giver" continues to inspire discussions about the balance between
safety and freedom, the value of individuality, and the importance of embracing the
complexities of human experience. Its legacy endures, ensuring that it remains a significant
and relevant piece of literature for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What genre does 'The Giver' by Lois Lowry belong to?
'The Giver' is primarily classified as a dystopian novel, but it also incorporates elements of
science fiction and young adult fiction.

How does the genre of 'The Giver' enhance its themes?
The dystopian genre allows 'The Giver' to explore themes of individuality, freedom of
choice, and the importance of memory, highlighting the consequences of a controlled,
emotionless society.

Are there any other genres that can be associated with
'The Giver'?
In addition to dystopian and science fiction, 'The Giver' can also be seen as a coming-of-age
story, as it follows Jonas's journey towards self-discovery and maturity.

What are some key characteristics of the dystopian
genre found in 'The Giver'?
Key characteristics include a controlled society, the suppression of emotions, the absence
of color or choice, and the presence of a seemingly omnipotent authority.

How does 'The Giver' compare to other dystopian
novels?
Like other dystopian novels, 'The Giver' presents a seemingly perfect society that reveals
deeper flaws, but it stands out due to its focus on memory and the emotional depth of its
characters.

What impact does the genre of 'The Giver' have on its



target audience?
The young adult genre, combined with its dystopian elements, engages readers by
prompting them to question societal norms and the value of human emotions, making it
relatable and thought-provoking.
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