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Genesis Coupe LS Swap Guide

The Hyundai Genesis Coupe has gained a dedicated following due to its stylish
design, rear-wheel-drive layout, and impressive performance capabilities.
However, many enthusiasts seek to elevate the performance of their Genesis
Coupe even further by undertaking an LS swap. This guide will provide a
comprehensive overview of the LS swap process, including the necessary parts,
steps, and considerations to ensure a successful conversion.

Understanding the LS Swap

An LS swap involves replacing the factory engine of the Genesis Coupe with a
General Motors LS engine. The LS series of engines is known for its
lightweight design, robust performance, and aftermarket support. Swapping in
an LS engine can significantly enhance the power, torque, and overall driving
experience of the Genesis Coupe.

Benefits of an LS Swap

- Power and Torque: LS engines are known for their high horsepower and torque



output, providing a substantial performance boost over the stock engine.
- Reliability: LS engines are generally considered reliable and durable,
making them a popular choice for performance builds.
- Aftermarket Support: The LS platform has a vast aftermarket community,
meaning performance parts and upgrades are readily available.
- Weight Distribution: An LS engine can improve weight distribution,
enhancing handling dynamics.

Essential Parts for the LS Swap

Before diving into the swap process, it's crucial to gather all the necessary
parts. Here’s a list of essential components required for a successful LS
swap into a Genesis Coupe:

1. LS Engine

Choose an LS engine that fits your performance goals. Common choices include:

- LS1: A good balance of power and weight; ideal for street builds.
- LS3: Offers more power and is often found in newer Corvettes.
- LS7: A high-performance option for those seeking maximum output.

2. Transmission

You can either retain the stock transmission or opt for a compatible
aftermarket unit. Popular choices include:

- T56: A 6-speed manual transmission known for its strength.
- 4L60E or 4L80E: Automatic transmissions that can handle high power.

3. Engine Mounts

Custom engine mounts or swap kits designed specifically for the Genesis Coupe
will be required to secure the LS engine in place. Brands like Sikky and
Dirty Dingo offer reliable solutions.

4. Wiring Harness

A standalone wiring harness or a modified factory harness is necessary to
integrate the LS engine with the Genesis Coupe’s electrical system. Companies
like Speartech and PSI offer high-quality options.

5. Exhaust System

Custom exhaust headers or manifolds may be needed to fit the LS engine into
the Genesis Coupe's chassis. Fabrication may be necessary to ensure a proper



fit.

6. Fuel System

An upgraded fuel pump and injectors will be required to support the LS
engine. The stock fuel system may not be adequate for the increased power
output.

7. Cooling System

A high-performance radiator and cooling fans are essential for managing the
increased heat generated by the LS engine.

8. Differential

Depending on the power output of your LS engine, you may need to upgrade the
differential to handle the additional torque.

Step-by-Step LS Swap Process

Now that you have all the necessary parts, it’s time to begin the LS swap
process. Follow these steps to ensure a smooth and successful installation.

1. Preparation

- Gather Tools: Ensure you have all necessary tools, including sockets,
wrenches, jacks, and engine hoists.
- Create a Workspace: A clean, organized workspace will help streamline the
process.

2. Remove the Stock Engine

- Disconnect the battery and remove any electrical connections to the factory
engine.
- Drain the coolant and disconnect the radiator and hoses.
- Remove the exhaust system, including headers or manifolds.
- Disconnect the intake system, including the air filter and intake manifold.
- Remove the transmission if you're swapping it out as well, and finally,
unbolt the engine from the engine mounts and lift it out using an engine
hoist.

3. Install Engine Mounts

- Install the custom engine mounts into the Genesis Coupe's chassis. Follow



the manufacturer’s instructions for proper placement and alignment.

4. Fit the LS Engine

- Carefully lower the LS engine into the engine bay, ensuring that it sits
correctly on the new mounts.
- Check for any clearance issues with the firewall, transmission tunnel, and
steering components.

5. Connect the Wiring Harness

- Install the standalone wiring harness or modified factory harness,
connecting all necessary sensors and components.
- Ensure that the engine's ECU is correctly programmed to work with the new
setup.

6. Install the Exhaust System

- Fit the custom headers or manifolds and connect them to the exhaust system.
- Ensure there are no leaks and that the exhaust system is securely mounted.

7. Upgrade the Fuel System

- Install the upgraded fuel pump and any necessary fuel lines or injectors.
- Check for leaks and ensure the system is properly pressurized.

8. Install the Cooling System

- Install the high-performance radiator and fans, ensuring proper clearance
and fitment.
- Connect the coolant hoses and refill the system with the appropriate
coolant.

9. Reconnect the Transmission

- If you are using a new transmission, ensure it is properly aligned and
bolted to the LS engine.
- Connect the driveshaft and differential, checking for any necessary
modifications.

10. Final Checks and Testing

- Double-check all connections, including electrical, fuel, and cooling
systems.
- Reconnect the battery and start the engine, monitoring for any leaks or



issues.
- Once the engine is running smoothly, take the car for a test drive to
ensure everything is functioning correctly.

Considerations and Tips

- Legal Compliance: Check local regulations regarding engine swaps and
emissions requirements.
- Insurance: Inform your insurance company about the modifications to ensure
proper coverage.
- Budget: Be prepared for unexpected expenses; having a budget cushion can
help manage costs effectively.
- Technical Support: Join online forums or local car clubs for advice and
support throughout the process.

Conclusion

The Genesis Coupe LS swap is a rewarding project that can significantly
enhance the car's performance and driving experience. By carefully selecting
the right components and following a structured installation process, you can
achieve a powerful and reliable vehicle that stands out on the road. Whether
you're a seasoned mechanic or a first-time builder, this guide aims to equip
you with the knowledge to successfully complete your LS swap. Happy swapping!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an LS swap and why is it popular for the
Genesis Coupe?
An LS swap involves replacing the car's original engine with a General Motors
LS V8 engine. It is popular for the Genesis Coupe due to the LS engine's
power potential, reliability, and aftermarket support, which significantly
enhances performance.

What are the essential components needed for a
successful LS swap in a Genesis Coupe?
Key components include the LS engine, engine mounts, transmission adapter, a
compatible transmission, a custom wiring harness, an ECU, exhaust headers,
and cooling system upgrades. Additional upgrades may include a fuel system
and differential modifications.

What challenges might one face during the LS swap
process in a Genesis Coupe?
Challenges include fitting the LS engine in the engine bay, ensuring proper
alignment with the transmission, addressing wiring and ECU compatibility, and
managing cooling and exhaust systems. Fabrication work may also be necessary
for mounts and exhaust.



Is it necessary to modify the Genesis Coupe's
transmission for an LS swap?
Yes, modifying or replacing the transmission is typically necessary, as the
stock transmission may not handle the increased power of the LS engine. An
aftermarket transmission or adapter plate may be required for proper fitment.

What resources are available for someone looking to
perform an LS swap on a Genesis Coupe?
Numerous online forums, YouTube channels, and swap guides provide step-by-
step instructions and community support. Websites specializing in performance
modifications and LS swap kits also offer parts and advice tailored to the
Genesis Coupe.
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