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Gage Canadian Dictionary Walter Spencer Avis is a significant work in the
realm of lexicography, particularly within the context of Canadian English.
This dictionary stands out not only for its comprehensive coverage of the
language but also for its cultural relevance and the scholarly work behind
it. In this article, we will explore the origins of the Gage Canadian
Dictionary, the contributions of Walter Spencer Avis, and its impact on
language and education in Canada.

Origins of the Gage Canadian Dictionary

The Gage Canadian Dictionary was first published in 1983 by the Gage
Publishing Company, which aimed to fill a void in the availability of
Canadian English dictionaries. Prior to its release, many Canadians relied on
American dictionaries, which did not adequately address the unique aspects of
Canadian English, including regionalisms, cultural references, and linguistic
variations influenced by both English and French.

The Gage Canadian Dictionary was designed not only to serve as a reference



for students and educators but also to celebrate the diversity of Canadian
English. It incorporated a wide array of vocabulary from various fields,
including science, technology, arts, and social studies. This broad scope
made it an essential tool for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the
language as it is used in Canada.

Walter Spencer Avis: The Lexicographer Behind
the Dictionary

Walter Spencer Avis was a prominent Canadian lexicographer and the chief
editor of the Gage Canadian Dictionary. His background in linguistics and his
passion for Canadian culture uniquely positioned him to contribute to this
essential work. Born in 1925 in Ottawa, Avis pursued a career in education
and linguistics, earning degrees in both fields.

Academic Background and Contributions

Avis's academic journey was marked by a deep interest in the development of
Canadian English. He understood that language is not static; it evolves with
society, culture, and technology. Some key contributions of Walter Spencer
Avis to lexicography and Canadian English include:

1. Research and Documentation: Avis conducted extensive research into
Canadian English usage, collecting data from various sources, including
newspapers, literature, and spoken language. His efforts ensured that the
Gage Canadian Dictionary reflected the true nature of Canadian English.

2. Focus on Regional Variations: Canada is a vast country with diverse
linguistic influences. Avis made it a priority to include regional variations
in vocabulary and usage, recognizing the importance of reflecting the
distinct identities of Canadian communities.

3. Cultural Relevance: Understanding that language is deeply intertwined with
culture, Avis emphasized the inclusion of terms and phrases specific to
Canadian life, including Indigenous terminology, French loanwords, and
colloquial expressions.

Features of the Gage Canadian Dictionary

The Gage Canadian Dictionary is distinguished by several key features that
enhance its utility for users. Some notable attributes include:

Comprehensive Entries: The dictionary includes thousands of entries,
providing definitions, pronunciations, and usage examples.

Illustrations and Graphics: To aid understanding, the dictionary
includes illustrations and graphics that clarify complex concepts or
terms.

Pronunciation Guides: Utilizing the International Phonetic Alphabet
(IPA), the dictionary offers clear pronunciation guides for non-native



speakers and learners.

Cross-references: To facilitate exploration of related words and
concepts, the dictionary features extensive cross-referencing.

Accessibility and Educational Use

The Gage Canadian Dictionary has been widely adopted in educational settings,
serving as a critical resource for students from elementary through post-
secondary levels. Its clear definitions and user-friendly layout make it an
ideal tool for both teaching and learning.

Many educators have incorporated the dictionary into their curriculum, using
it to:

1. Teach Vocabulary: The comprehensive nature of the dictionary allows
teachers to introduce students to a wide range of vocabulary relevant to
their studies.

2. Improve Writing Skills: By encouraging students to consult the dictionary
when writing, educators help them develop clearer, more precise communication
skills.

3. Promote Cultural Awareness: The inclusion of Canadian-specific terms
fosters an appreciation for the linguistic diversity present within the
country.

Impact on Canadian English and Society

The publication of the Gage Canadian Dictionary marked a turning point in how
Canadians understood and utilized their own language. It provided a sense of
identity and ownership over Canadian English, distinguishing it from American
English and reinforcing the country's linguistic heritage.

Promotion of Canadian Identity

The dictionary has played a crucial role in promoting Canadian identity by:

- Validating Regional Dialects: By including regional vernaculars and
expressions, the Gage Canadian Dictionary has validated the linguistic
identities of various Canadian communities, from the Maritimes to the
Prairies.

- Supporting Language in Education: The dictionary has made Canadian English
more accessible to learners, helping to build a stronger connection to their
language and culture.

- Encouraging Inclusivity: The inclusion of Indigenous and Francophone terms
reflects a commitment to inclusivity and recognition of Canada’s diverse
linguistic landscape.



Legacy of Walter Spencer Avis

Walter Spencer Avis passed away in 2019, but his legacy endures through the
continued use and appreciation of the Gage Canadian Dictionary. His
dedication to the craft of lexicography and to the representation of Canadian
English has left an indelible mark on the field.

Avis’s work has inspired subsequent generations of lexicographers and has
encouraged the development of additional resources that celebrate Canadian
language and culture. The dictionary remains a vital tool for anyone seeking
to understand the nuances of Canadian English and its rich tapestry of
influences.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Gage Canadian Dictionary Walter Spencer Avis represents
much more than a mere collection of words; it embodies the spirit of Canadian
identity and cultural diversity. Through his meticulous research and
dedication, Walter Spencer Avis has ensured that Canadian English is
represented authentically and comprehensively. The dictionary continues to
serve as an invaluable resource for students, educators, and anyone
interested in the linguistic heritage of Canada. Its impact will be felt for
generations to come, solidifying its place in the canon of Canadian
literature and education.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Walter Spencer Avis in relation to the Gage
Canadian Dictionary?
Walter Spencer Avis was a prominent Canadian lexicographer known for his work
on the Gage Canadian Dictionary, which aimed to provide an authoritative
resource for Canadian English.

What is the significance of the Gage Canadian
Dictionary?
The Gage Canadian Dictionary holds significance as it was one of the first
dictionaries to specifically address Canadian English, incorporating regional
vocabulary and usage that reflects Canada's linguistic diversity.

How does the Gage Canadian Dictionary differ from
other English dictionaries?
The Gage Canadian Dictionary differs from other English dictionaries by
focusing on Canadian spellings, idioms, and expressions, providing context
that is unique to Canadian culture and geography.

What impact did Walter Spencer Avis have on Canadian



linguistics?
Walter Spencer Avis had a significant impact on Canadian linguistics by
promoting the study and documentation of Canadian English, influencing how
language is taught and understood in Canada.

Are there any notable features of the Gage Canadian
Dictionary?
Notable features of the Gage Canadian Dictionary include comprehensive
entries, phonetic pronunciation guides, and detailed etymologies that reflect
the historical and cultural influences on Canadian English.
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Explore the Gage Canadian Dictionary by Walter Spencer Avis. Uncover its features and benefits for
language enthusiasts. Learn more about this essential resource!
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