
Gallaudet University History Timeline

Gallaudet University history timeline offers a fascinating glimpse into the evolution of the first
university specifically designed for deaf and hard of hearing students. Established in 1864, Gallaudet
has played a pivotal role in advancing education for the deaf community, becoming a symbol of
pride, advocacy, and academic excellence. This article takes you through the significant milestones
in Gallaudet University’s history, from its inception to the present day, highlighting the key events
and individuals that shaped the institution.

Founding Years (1850s - 1864)

The Early Advocacy for Deaf Education

- In the early 19th century, the education of deaf individuals was primarily limited to private tutoring
or small institutions.
- Advocates like Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet recognized the need for a dedicated institution to
provide higher education for the deaf.
- Gallaudet, along with Dr. Edward Miner Gallaudet, worked tirelessly to promote the idea of a
university for deaf students.



Establishment of the Institution

- In 1857, the idea of a national university for the deaf gained traction, leading to the establishment
of the Columbia Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind in Washington, D.C.
- The institution was officially chartered by Congress on April 8, 1864, making it the first university
for the deaf in the world.
- The university was named Gallaudet University in honor of Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet.

Growth and Development (1865 - 1900)

Early Years and Expansion

- The first class graduated in 1869, with a total of 12 students.
- By the late 1800s, Gallaudet began to expand its curriculum, introducing programs in liberal arts,
sciences, and professional studies.

Influential Figures

- Dr. Edward Miner Gallaudet, the son of Thomas Gallaudet, served as the first president of the
university and played a crucial role in its development.
- Notable educators and advocates, such as Amos Kendall and Henry Winter Syle, contributed to the
growth of Gallaudet.

20th Century Milestones (1900 - 2000)

Inclusion and Advocacy

- In the early 20th century, Gallaudet continued to advocate for the rights of deaf individuals,
establishing programs that promoted inclusivity and accessibility.
- The university became a focal point for the deaf civil rights movement, fostering a sense of
community and activism among students.

Significant Events

- In 1988, Gallaudet University experienced a pivotal moment known as the “Deaf President Now”
movement, where students and faculty protested for the appointment of a deaf president.
- The movement led to the selection of Dr. I. King Jordan as the first deaf president of Gallaudet,
marking a significant turning point in the university's history.



Academic Expansion

- During the late 20th century, Gallaudet introduced various graduate programs, including those in
education, interpretation, and counseling.
- The university also established partnerships with other institutions to promote research and
academic collaboration.

21st Century Developments (2000 - Present)

Technological Advancements

- Gallaudet has embraced technological advancements, integrating modern communication tools and
resources into its educational framework.
- The university has developed online learning programs to reach a broader audience of deaf and
hard of hearing students.

Cultural and Social Impact

- Gallaudet continues to be a leader in promoting deaf culture and identity, providing resources and
support for students to celebrate their heritage.
- Various cultural events, such as the Deaf Way International Arts Festival, have been organized to
showcase deaf artists and performers.

Recent Achievements

- In 2020, Gallaudet launched a new strategic plan aimed at enhancing its role as a global leader in
deaf education and research.
- The university has also increased its focus on diversity, equity, and inclusion, ensuring that all
students receive a supportive and enriching educational experience.

Looking Ahead: Gallaudet's Future

Commitment to Excellence

- Gallaudet University remains committed to providing high-quality education for deaf and hard of
hearing individuals, ensuring that they have access to the same opportunities as their hearing peers.
- Ongoing initiatives aim to expand research, improve infrastructure, and foster partnerships with
organizations that support deaf education.



Global Influence

- Gallaudet continues to influence international deaf education, providing training and resources to
educators and advocates around the world.
- Through its outreach programs, the university promotes awareness and understanding of deaf
culture, contributing to a more inclusive society.

Conclusion

The Gallaudet University history timeline reveals a rich narrative of perseverance, advocacy, and
innovation. From its humble beginnings in the 19th century to its current status as a leader in deaf
education, Gallaudet has demonstrated an unwavering commitment to the empowerment of deaf and
hard of hearing individuals. As the university moves forward, it will undoubtedly continue to make
significant strides in promoting inclusivity and excellence in education, inspiring generations to
come.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Gallaudet University founded?
Gallaudet University was founded on April 8, 1864.

Who was Gallaudet University's first president?
The first president of Gallaudet University was Edward Miner Gallaudet.

What significant legislation impacted Gallaudet University in
1972?
The Education of All Handicapped Children Act, which mandated free and appropriate public
education for children with disabilities, positively impacted Gallaudet University in 1972.

When did Gallaudet University become a federally chartered
institution?
Gallaudet University became a federally chartered institution on March 24, 1864.

What was a major event in Gallaudet University's history in
1988?
In 1988, the Deaf President Now (DPN) movement led to the appointment of I. King Jordan as the
first deaf president of Gallaudet University.



What is the significance of the year 1864 for Gallaudet
University?
The year 1864 is significant for Gallaudet University as it marks its founding and the signing of the
charter by President Abraham Lincoln.

What landmark building was completed in 1880 at Gallaudet
University?
The landmark building completed in 1880 at Gallaudet University is the Chapel Hall, also known as
the Gallaudet University Chapel.

When did Gallaudet University start offering graduate
programs?
Gallaudet University began offering graduate programs in 1968.

What was a key addition to Gallaudet University in 2010?
In 2010, Gallaudet University opened the new Student Academic Center, enhancing resources for
academic support.
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