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The General Educational Development (GED) test is a widely recognized
credential that serves as an alternative to a high school diploma. Among the
four subject areas tested, the Reasoning Through Language Arts (RLA) section
encompasses reading comprehension, writing, and language skills. A solid
understanding of reading strategies is vital for success in this section.
This comprehensive study guide aims to assist you in preparing for the GED
reading portion by providing an overview of the test structure, effective
reading strategies, and various resources available for study.

Understanding the GED Reading Test Structure

The GED Reasoning Through Language Arts test consists of several components



that assess your reading abilities. Here’s a breakdown of the test structure:

1. Test Format
- The RLA test is divided into two parts:
- Part 1: Reading comprehension, which includes passages and questions
assessing your understanding of the material.
- Part 2: Writing and language skills, which evaluates your ability to
express ideas clearly and effectively.

2. Types of Passages
The reading section includes various types of texts, including:
- Literary texts: These may include short stories, poems, or excerpts from
novels.
- Informational texts: These could consist of articles, essays, or reports
that provide factual information.

3. Question Types
You will encounter different types of questions, such as:
- Multiple choice: Select the correct answer from the options provided.
- Drag-and-drop: Arrange items or ideas in a logical order.
- Fill-in-the-blank: Complete sentences or passages with appropriate words or
phrases.

Key Reading Skills to Develop

To excel in the GED reading section, you should focus on developing specific
skills. Here are some essential reading skills that you need to hone:

1. Identifying Main Ideas
Understanding the main idea of a passage is crucial. Look for:
- The thesis statement or primary argument the author presents.
- Key phrases that summarize the content.

2. Summarizing Information
Being able to summarize information accurately is vital. Practice:
- Identifying supporting details that elaborate on the main idea.
- Condensing paragraphs into one or two sentences that capture the essence.

3. Analyzing Text Structure
Recognizing how a text is organized helps in comprehension. Pay attention to:
- Transitional words (e.g., however, therefore) that indicate relationships
between ideas.
- The format of the text, such as headings, bullet points, or numbered lists.



4. Understanding Context and Tone
Understanding the author's perspective and tone is critical for
interpretation. Focus on:
- The choice of words that convey emotions or attitudes.
- The context in which the information is presented, which can influence
meaning.

Effective Reading Strategies

Employing effective reading strategies can enhance your comprehension and
retention of information. Here are some strategies to consider:

1. Previewing the Text
Before diving into a passage, take a moment to preview it. This involves:
- Skimming the title, headings, and subheadings.
- Looking for highlighted or bolded terms that indicate key concepts.

2. Active Reading
Engage with the text as you read by:
- Taking notes in the margins or highlighting important points.
- Asking questions about the content and seeking answers as you read.

3. Making Connections
Relate the material to your own experiences or knowledge. This can involve:
- Drawing parallels between the text and real-world events or personal
situations.
- Considering how the information relates to other topics you have studied.

4. Practicing with Sample Questions
Familiarize yourself with the types of questions you will encounter on the
test. Practice:
- Working through sample reading passages and answering questions based on
them.
- Timing yourself to get accustomed to the pace of the test.

Resources for GED Reading Preparation

Utilizing a variety of resources can greatly assist in your preparation for
the GED reading section. Here are some valuable tools:

1. Official GED Study Guide
The official GED Testing Service offers a study guide that provides a
comprehensive overview of the test structure, sample questions, and detailed



explanations of answers.

2. Online Practice Tests
Numerous websites offer free or low-cost practice tests that simulate the
actual GED reading exam. Some reputable sites include:
- GED.com: The official site for the GED test, providing practice questions
and resources.
- Khan Academy: Offers free educational resources and practice exercises.

3. GED Preparation Books
Consider investing in GED preparation books that include reading
comprehension sections. Look for titles such as:
- "GED Test Prep 2022" by Reza Nazari and Ava Ross.
- "Kaplan GED Test 2022" which includes practice questions and in-depth
explanations.

4. Study Groups and Classes
Joining a study group or enrolling in a GED preparation class can provide
structure and support. Look for:
- Local community colleges or adult education centers that offer classes.
- Online forums or groups where you can share resources and tips with others
preparing for the test.

Tips for Test Day

As you approach test day, it’s essential to prepare not just academically but
also mentally and physically. Here are some tips for success:

1. Get Plenty of Rest
Ensure you get a good night’s sleep before the test. Being well-rested will
help you think clearly and stay focused.

2. Arrive Early
Plan to arrive at the test center early to avoid any last-minute stress. This
will give you time to relax and gather your thoughts.

3. Read Instructions Carefully
Take the time to read all instructions and questions thoroughly before
answering. This can prevent misunderstandings and errors.

4. Manage Your Time
Keep an eye on the clock and pace yourself throughout the test. Don’t spend



too long on any one question; move on if you’re unsure and return to it later
if time allows.

Conclusion

Preparing for the GED reading section requires a combination of understanding
the test structure, developing key reading skills, employing effective
strategies, and utilizing available resources. By following this
comprehensive study guide, you can enhance your reading comprehension and
increase your chances of success on the GED exam. With dedication and focused
preparation, you can achieve your goal of earning your GED and opening doors
to further education and career opportunities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a GED reading study guide?
A GED reading study guide is a resource designed to help individuals prepare
for the reading section of the GED test, covering key concepts, reading
comprehension strategies, and practice questions.

What topics are typically covered in a GED reading
study guide?
A GED reading study guide typically covers topics such as understanding
different types of texts, analyzing arguments, identifying main ideas, and
interpreting literary elements.

How can a GED reading study guide improve test
performance?
By providing structured study plans, practice questions, and explanations of
complex concepts, a GED reading study guide can enhance comprehension skills
and boost confidence, leading to better test performance.

Are there free resources available for GED reading
study guides?
Yes, there are several free resources available online, including sample
questions, practice tests, and study materials from educational websites and
local adult education programs.

How much time should I dedicate to studying for the
GED reading section?
It's recommended to dedicate at least 10-15 hours per week for several weeks
leading up to the test, but this can vary based on individual reading skills
and familiarity with the material.



Can I use a GED reading study guide for other
subjects?
While a GED reading study guide focuses primarily on reading skills, the
comprehension strategies and analytical skills learned can be beneficial for
other subjects, especially those involving critical reading and writing.
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