
General Surgery Certifying Exam

General surgery certifying exam is a pivotal milestone for surgical residents aspiring to become board-
certified surgeons. This examination assesses a candidate's knowledge, skills, and judgment in the field of
surgery, ensuring that only qualified individuals are entrusted with the responsibility of patient care in
surgical settings. The certifying exam, administered by the American Board of Surgery (ABS), serves as a
comprehensive evaluation of a surgeon's proficiency and ability to provide high-quality surgical care.

Overview of the General Surgery Certifying Exam

The general surgery certifying exam is designed to evaluate a surgeon's understanding of the principles
and practices of surgery. It is a critical step in the process of becoming a board-certified surgeon and
significantly impacts a surgeon's career, as board certification is often a requirement for hospital privileges,
insurance reimbursements, and professional advancement.

Purpose and Importance

- Validation of Skills: The exam serves as a formal assessment of the knowledge and skills acquired during
surgical residency, validating the readiness of a candidate to practice independently.
- Patient Safety: By ensuring that only qualified surgeons are certified, the exam ultimately contributes to



improved patient safety and outcomes.
- Professional Recognition: Successful completion of the exam enhances a surgeon's professional reputation
and may open doors to career advancement opportunities.

Eligibility Criteria

To be eligible for the general surgery certifying exam, applicants must meet specific criteria set by the
ABS. These include:

1. Completion of Residency: Candidates must have completed a residency program in general surgery
accredited by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME).
2. Satisfactory Performance: Candidates must demonstrate satisfactory performance in their residency
training and have no significant disciplinary issues.
3. Application Submission: A formal application must be submitted to the ABS, including necessary
documentation and fees.

Exam Structure and Format

The general surgery certifying exam is structured to evaluate various competencies critical to surgical
practice.

Components of the Exam

The exam typically consists of two main components:

1. Written Examination:
- The written portion assesses the candidate's knowledge of general surgical principles and practices.
- It consists of multiple-choice questions covering a broad range of topics, including anatomy,
pathophysiology, surgical techniques, and postoperative care.
- Candidates are often given a set time limit to complete this section, usually around 8 hours.

2. Oral Examination:
- The oral portion involves a series of scenarios presented by a panel of board-certified surgeons.
- Candidates must defend their clinical decision-making processes and demonstrate their ability to handle
complex surgical cases.
- This part of the exam assesses not just knowledge but also the candidate's analytical skills and ability to
communicate effectively.



Content Areas Covered

The general surgery certifying exam covers a wide array of content areas, including but not limited to:

- Anatomy: Knowledge of human anatomy relevant to surgical procedures.
- Surgical Techniques: Understanding of various surgical procedures, techniques, and their indications.
- Management of Surgical Patients: Knowledge regarding preoperative and postoperative care, including
complications and their management.
- Trauma Surgery: Principles and management strategies for trauma patients.
- Oncology: Diagnosis, treatment, and management of surgical oncology cases.
- Pediatric Surgery: Special considerations in surgical practice for pediatric patients.
- Transplantation: Fundamentals of organ transplantation and associated surgical processes.

Preparation for the Exam

Preparing for the general surgery certifying exam requires a well-structured study plan and access to
appropriate resources.

Study Resources

Candidates can use various resources to help them prepare:

- Books and Textbooks: Core surgical textbooks, such as "Schwartz's Principles of Surgery" or "Sabiston
Textbook of Surgery," provide comprehensive coverage of surgical topics.
- Online Courses and Webinars: Many organizations offer online modules and webinars focusing on exam
preparation.
- Practice Exams: Taking practice exams can help candidates familiarize themselves with the exam format
and types of questions they may encounter.
- Study Groups: Collaborating with peers can enhance understanding through discussion and shared
resources.

Study Strategies

To maximize study effectiveness, candidates should consider the following strategies:

1. Create a Study Schedule: Allocate specific times for study sessions leading up to the exam.
2. Prioritize Weak Areas: Focus on topics that are less familiar or more challenging.



3. Practice Clinical Scenarios: Engaging in case discussions can enhance understanding and retention of
material.
4. Simulate Exam Conditions: Taking practice exams under timed conditions can help reduce anxiety and
improve time management on the actual exam day.

Exam Day and Post-Exam Process

The day of the exam can be stressful, but adequate preparation can help alleviate anxiety.

What to Expect on Exam Day

- Check-in Procedures: Candidates will need to arrive early for check-in, providing identification and
complying with security measures.
- Exam Environment: The exam is typically administered in a controlled environment, ensuring a quiet
and focused atmosphere.
- Time Management: Candidates should be mindful of the time allotted for each section to ensure they can
complete the exam.

Post-Exam Process

After completing the exam, candidates can expect the following:

- Results Timeline: Results are typically released several weeks after the exam date. Candidates are
informed via email or through the ABS portal.
- Pass/Fail Notification: Candidates will receive notification of their performance, indicating whether they
passed or failed.
- Reexamination Policy: Candidates who do not pass may have options for reexamination, which typically
includes specific guidelines from the ABS on retaking the exam.

Conclusion

The general surgery certifying exam is a crucial component of a surgeon's career, providing a pathway to
board certification and ensuring the highest standards of surgical practice. With rigorous testing of
knowledge and skills, the exam not only validates the training and expertise of surgeons but also plays a
vital role in maintaining patient safety and high-quality care in surgical settings. As candidates prepare for
this significant milestone, it is essential to approach the process with dedication, utilizing available resources



and strategies to achieve success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the General Surgery Certifying Exam?
The General Surgery Certifying Exam assesses a surgeon's knowledge, skills, and competence to practice
surgery independently and safely.

Who administers the General Surgery Certifying Exam?
The exam is administered by the American Board of Surgery (ABS) for surgeons in the United States.

What are the eligibility requirements to take the General Surgery
Certifying Exam?
Candidates must have completed an accredited general surgery residency and passed the ABS qualifying
exam.

How is the General Surgery Certifying Exam structured?
The exam typically consists of multiple-choice questions that cover various topics in general surgery,
including clinical judgment and surgical techniques.

What is the format of the General Surgery Certifying Exam?
The exam is usually a computer-based test, featuring a series of questions that candidates must answer
within a set time limit.

How often is the General Surgery Certifying Exam offered?
The exam is typically offered once a year, but candidates should check the ABS website for the exact
schedule and details.

What resources are recommended for studying for the General Surgery
Certifying Exam?
Recommended resources include surgical textbooks, review courses, online question banks, and practice
exams specifically designed for the ABS exam.

What is the passing score for the General Surgery Certifying Exam?
The passing score can vary from year to year, but it is generally set around the 60th percentile of all



candidates' performance.

What happens if a candidate fails the General Surgery Certifying Exam?
Candidates who do not pass can retake the exam after a specified waiting period, typically one year, and
should seek feedback to improve their performance.
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Prepare for success with our comprehensive guide on the general surgery certifying exam. Discover
essential tips and resources to excel. Learn more!
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