
Future Tense Of French Verbs

Future tense of French verbs is an essential aspect of mastering the French language.
Understanding how to correctly conjugate verbs in the future tense allows learners to express
actions that will take place, enhancing both written and spoken communication. In this article, we
will explore the formation of the future tense in French, its various uses, and some tips and tricks to
help you navigate this grammatical structure with ease.

Understanding the Future Tense in French

The future tense in French, known as “le futur,” is used to talk about actions that will happen after
the present moment. It is analogous to the simple future tense in English. The future tense is
typically formed by adding specific endings to the infinitive form of the verb or to the irregular



future stem.

Formation of the Future Tense

To form the future tense, you need to follow a straightforward pattern based on the type of verb you
are using. French verbs can be categorized into three groups: regular -er, regular -ir, and regular -re
verbs.

Regular -er Verbs

For regular -er verbs, the future tense is formed by taking the entire infinitive and adding the future
endings:

- Endings: -ai, -as, -a, -ons, -ez, -ont

For example, the verb parler (to speak):

- Je parlerai (I will speak)
- Tu parleras (You will speak)
- Il/Elle/On parlera (He/She/One will speak)
- Nous parlerons (We will speak)
- Vous parlerez (You will speak)
- Ils/Elles parleront (They will speak)

Regular -ir Verbs

Regular -ir verbs follow a similar pattern to -er verbs. The future tense is formed by taking the entire
infinitive and adding the future endings:

Using finir (to finish) as an example:

- Je finirai (I will finish)
- Tu finiras (You will finish)
- Il/Elle/On finira (He/She/One will finish)
- Nous finirons (We will finish)
- Vous finirez (You will finish)
- Ils/Elles finiront (They will finish)

Regular -re Verbs

For regular -re verbs, you drop the final “e” from the infinitive before adding the future endings:

Using vendre (to sell) as an example:

- Je vendrai (I will sell)
- Tu vendras (You will sell)



- Il/Elle/On vendra (He/She/One will sell)
- Nous vendrons (We will sell)
- Vous vendrez (You will sell)
- Ils/Elles vendront (They will sell)

Irregular Future Stems

Many common French verbs do not follow the regular patterns and have irregular stems in the
future tense. Here are a few examples:

- Être (to be): Je serai
- Avoir (to have): J'aurai
- Aller (to go): J'irai
- Faire (to do/make): Je ferai
- Savoir (to know): Je saurai
- Voir (to see): Je verrai

Uses of the Future Tense

The future tense in French is not just a grammatical structure; it serves various communicative
purposes. Here are some of the primary uses:

1. Expressing Future Actions

The most common use of the future tense is to describe actions that will take place in the future. For
instance:

- Demain, je visiterai le musée. (Tomorrow, I will visit the museum.)

2. Making Predictions

The future tense is also used to make predictions or assumptions about what might happen:

- Je pense qu'il fera beau demain. (I think it will be nice tomorrow.)

3. Offering Promises or Intentions

You can use the future tense to express promises or intentions:

- Je te promets que je t'aiderai. (I promise that I will help you.)



4. Conditional Sentences

In conditional sentences, the future tense is often paired with the conditional mood:

- Si j'ai le temps, je viendrai. (If I have time, I will come.)

Tips for Mastering the Future Tense

Mastering the future tense can be challenging, especially with irregular verbs. Here are some
practical tips to help you along the way:

Practice Regularly: Consistent practice helps internalize the conjugation patterns and
irregular forms.

Use Flashcards: Create flashcards to memorize the future stems of irregular verbs.

Engage in Conversations: Try to incorporate the future tense in your daily conversations or
writing exercises.

Watch French Media: Listen to French songs, watch movies, or read books to see the future
tense in context.

Use Language Apps: Leverage language learning apps that focus on verb conjugations and
practice exercises.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the future tense of French verbs is a crucial element for anyone looking to become
proficient in the language. By understanding the formation of both regular and irregular verbs, as
well as the various uses of the future tense, you can greatly enhance your ability to communicate
effectively in French. With consistent practice and exposure, mastering the future tense will become
a valuable asset in your language-learning journey. Whether you're planning a trip to France,
conversing with French speakers, or simply exploring the language, the future tense will
undoubtedly play a significant role in your communication toolkit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the structure for forming the future tense in French?
The future tense in French is formed by taking the infinitive of the verb and adding the future
endings: -ai, -as, -a, -ons, -ez, -ont.



Are there any irregular verbs in the future tense, and can you
provide examples?
Yes, there are several irregular verbs in the future tense. For example, 'être' becomes 'ser-', 'avoir'
becomes 'aur-', and 'aller' becomes 'ir-.'

How do you form the future tense for -re verbs in French?
To form the future tense for -re verbs, you remove the 'e' from the infinitive before adding the future
endings. For example, 'vendre' becomes 'vendr-'.

Is the future tense used in the same way as in English?
Yes, the future tense in French is used similarly to English to indicate actions that will happen in the
future, but it can also express intentions or predictions.

Can the future tense in French also express a sense of
conjecture or assumption?
Yes, in French, the future tense can be used to express conjecture or assumption about the present,
such as 'Il sera à la maison' meaning 'He must be at home.'
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