
Gay Hanky Color Guide

Gay hanky color guide is an essential tool for understanding the subtle yet significant meanings behind the
colors of the hankies worn by individuals within the LGBTQ+ community, particularly in the context of the
leather and fetish subcultures. This guide serves as a reference for those looking to engage in this vibrant part
of queer culture, promoting communication, consent, and connection through the use of colored cloth.

Origins of the Hanky Code

The hanky code originated in the 1970s in San Francisco, a hub for the LGBTQ+ community at the time. This
system evolved as a way for individuals to signal their sexual interests and preferences without the need for
explicit conversation. The use of colored handkerchiefs allows for easy identification of kinks or desires,
fostering a sense of community and understanding among participants.

How the Hanky Code Works

The hanky code involves wearing a colored handkerchief in a specific pocket to indicate particular interests.
Generally, the left pocket signifies that the wearer is a “top” (the dominant partner), while the right pocket
indicates a “bottom” (the submissive partner). However, this system can vary by region and community, so it’s
essential to understand local customs.



Common Colors and Their Meanings

While the color meanings can vary, the following is a comprehensive list of some of the most recognized colors
in the gay hanky code, along with their meanings:

Red: Fisting

Blue: Oral sex (light blue for giving, dark blue for receiving)

Green: Go (available for sex)

Yellow: Watersports (urine play)

Purple: BDSM (bondage and discipline)

Black: Fetish wear and leather

White: BDSM and bondage

Orange: Anything goes

Pink: Same-sex relationships

Brown: Scat play

Grey: BDSM (more severe forms)

Light Blue: Oral (giving)

Dark Blue: Oral (receiving)

Wearing the Hanky

When it comes to wearing a hanky, the position matters. Here’s how you can wear yours properly:

Left Pocket: If you’re a top or want to indicate your dominant role, place your hanky in your left1.
pocket.

R2.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the gay hanky color code represent?
The gay hanky color code is a system used within the LGBTQ+ community to signify different sexual
interests or fetishes, allowing individuals to communicate their preferences discreetly.



How do you wear a hanky to indicate your interest?
Typically, the color of the hanky is worn in either the left or right pocket: the left side indicates that
you are a 'top' or the one who takes control, while the right side signifies being a 'bottom' or the one
who is receptive.

What is the significance of the color red in the hanky code?
In the hanky color code, red typically represents fisting, while variations like dark red may indicate a
preference for BDSM practices.

Are there specific colors that represent non-sexual interests?
Yes, some colors in the hanky code can represent non-sexual interests or activities, such as beige for
'vanilla' or casual dating, and orange for 'orgies'.

How has social media influenced the popularity of the hanky code?
Social media has increased awareness and understanding of the hanky color guide, leading to more
widespread use and acceptance in LGBTQ+ spaces, particularly among younger generations.
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Hungary Bans LGBT Pride Events - Human Rights Watch
Mar 20, 2025 · Hungary deepened its repression of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people
on March 18 as the parliament passed a draconian law that will outlaw Pride and similar events,
thereby ...

Explore our comprehensive gay hanky color guide to understand the meanings behind each color. Discover
how to express yourself confidently—learn more today!
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