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The Generac GTS transfer switch is an essential component for anyone looking to maintain
power during outages or when transitioning between utility and generator power. This
manual serves as a comprehensive guide for the installation, operation, and maintenance
of the Generac GTS transfer switch, ensuring that users can fully leverage the benefits of
their backup power systems. With this manual, you will learn about the features of the
transfer switch, installation procedures, operational guidance, troubleshooting tips, and
maintenance practices.



Understanding the Generac GTS Transfer Switch

The Generac GTS (Generator Transfer Switch) is designed to provide a seamless transition
of electrical power from your utility supply to a backup generator. This device is crucial for
homes and businesses in areas prone to power outages or those that require continuous
power for critical operations.

Key Features

- Automatic Transfer Switching: The GTS automatically senses when utility power is lost and
switches to generator power, ensuring minimal interruption.
- Load Management: The transfer switch can manage various loads, allowing users to
prioritize which circuits receive power during an outage.
- User-Friendly Interface: Equipped with a simple control panel, the GTS allows for easy
monitoring and operation.
- Durability: Built with robust materials to withstand harsh environments and provide long-
lasting performance.
- Safety Features: Includes safeguards to prevent backfeeding into the grid, protecting
utility workers and equipment.

Installation of the Generac GTS Transfer Switch

Installing the Generac GTS transfer switch requires a clear understanding of electrical
systems and should ideally be performed by a licensed electrician. Here’s a step-by-step
guide to the installation process:

Tools and Equipment Needed

- Voltage Tester
- Screwdrivers
- Pliers
- Wire Strippers
- Drill and Drill Bits
- Level
- Electrical Tape
- Generac GTS Transfer Switch Kit
- Generator

Installation Steps

1. Preparation: Ensure that you have all necessary tools and equipment. Review local
electrical codes and obtain any required permits.



2. Select the Location: Choose a location near your main electrical panel for the transfer
switch. Ensure it is easily accessible for both operation and maintenance.

3. Turn Off Power: Shut off the main power supply to your home or business to ensure
safety during installation.

4. Mount the Transfer Switch: Use a level to ensure the transfer switch is straight and
secure it to the wall using appropriate anchors.

5. Connect the Wiring:
- Follow the wiring diagram included in the GTS manual for proper connections.
- Connect the generator input leads to the transfer switch.
- Connect the appropriate circuits from your main panel to the transfer switch.

6. Grounding: Ensure that the transfer switch is properly grounded according to local
electrical codes.

7. Test the Installation: Turn on the main power supply and test the transfer switch to
ensure it operates correctly.

8. Finalize the Setup: Once tested, secure all covers and ensure that the installation area is
clean and free of hazards.

Operating the Generac GTS Transfer Switch

Once installed, operating the Generac GTS transfer switch is straightforward. Here’s how to
get started:

Initial Setup

- Ensure the generator is filled with fuel and is properly connected to the transfer switch.
- Perform a pre-start check on the generator, including oil levels and battery condition.
- Start the generator using the manufacturer’s instructions.

Switching to Generator Power

1. Automatic Operation: The GTS will automatically detect power loss and switch to
generator power.
2. Manual Operation: If you prefer manual control, use the switch on the GTS to select
generator power after starting the generator.

Switching Back to Utility Power



- Once utility power is restored, the GTS will automatically switch back to the utility supply
after a preset time delay to ensure stability.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

While the Generac GTS transfer switch is designed for reliability, issues can arise. Here are
common problems and their solutions.

Power Fails to Transfer

- Check the Generator: Ensure the generator is running properly and that fuel levels are
sufficient.
- Inspect Connections: Verify all wiring connections between the generator, transfer switch,
and main panel.
- Control Panel Alerts: Check the control panel for any error messages or alerts that may
indicate the issue.

Generator Won't Start

- Fuel Issues: Ensure there is fuel in the tank and that it is reaching the engine.
- Battery Condition: Check the battery voltage, and ensure connections are clean and
secure.
- Oil Levels: Make sure oil levels are adequate, as many generators will not start if oil levels
are too low.

Frequent Power Outages

- Utility Problems: Investigate with your utility provider to see if they are experiencing
issues.
- Load Imbalance: Ensure that the load on the generator does not exceed its capacity.

Maintenance of the Generac GTS Transfer Switch

Regular maintenance is crucial for the longevity and reliability of your Generac GTS transfer
switch. Here are some maintenance tips:

Regular Inspections

- Inspect the transfer switch monthly for any signs of wear or damage.



- Ensure all connections remain tight and free of corrosion.

Testing the System

- Perform a monthly test of the generator and transfer switch. Simulate a power outage to
ensure the system operates as expected.

Cleaning

- Keep the transfer switch clean and free from dust and debris to ensure proper operation.
- Use a damp cloth to wipe down the exterior, avoiding any electrical components.

Professional Servicing

- Schedule an annual inspection and servicing with a qualified technician to ensure
everything is functioning correctly and safely.

Conclusion

The Generac GTS transfer switch is a vital component for efficient power management
during outages. By following this manual, users can ensure a safe and effective installation,
operation, and maintenance of their transfer switch. With proper care, the Generac GTS will
provide reliable service, giving peace of mind and continuous power when it is needed
most. Remember, safety first—always consult a licensed electrician for installation and
maintenance tasks.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Generac GTS transfer switch used for?
The Generac GTS transfer switch is used to safely transfer electrical loads from the utility
power source to a generator during a power outage, ensuring that essential circuits remain
powered.

Where can I find the manual for the Generac GTS
transfer switch?
The manual for the Generac GTS transfer switch can typically be found on the official
Generac website under the support or resources section, or it may be included with the
product upon purchase.



What are the key features of the Generac GTS transfer
switch?
Key features of the Generac GTS transfer switch include automatic transfer capability, load
management, weather-resistant enclosure, and compatibility with various Generac
generators.

How do I install the Generac GTS transfer switch?
Installation of the Generac GTS transfer switch should be performed by a licensed
electrician, following the manufacturer's instructions detailed in the manual, including
proper wiring and safety protocols.

What should I do if my Generac GTS transfer switch is
not functioning properly?
If your Generac GTS transfer switch is not functioning properly, check the manual for
troubleshooting steps, ensure all connections are secure, and consult a licensed electrician
if issues persist.

Can the Generac GTS transfer switch be used with non-
Generac generators?
While the Generac GTS transfer switch is designed for optimal compatibility with Generac
generators, it may work with some non-Generac models; however, it's important to consult
the manual for specific compatibility guidelines.

What safety precautions should I take when using the
Generac GTS transfer switch?
Safety precautions include ensuring the generator is properly grounded, following all
installation instructions in the manual, and never connecting the transfer switch to the
utility supply while the generator is running.

How often should I maintain my Generac GTS transfer
switch?
Regular maintenance should be performed at least annually or as recommended in the
manual, which may include checking connections, testing the switch operation, and
ensuring the enclosure is clean and free of debris.

What is the warranty period for the Generac GTS
transfer switch?
The warranty period for the Generac GTS transfer switch typically ranges from 2 to 5 years,
depending on the model and purchase conditions; it's best to refer to the specific warranty
documentation included with your product.
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"Find the complete Generac GTS transfer switch manual here. Get step-by-step guidance for
installation and maintenance. Learn more and ensure your power stays on!"
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