
Gary More Still Got The Blues

Gary Moore's "Still Got the Blues" is a timeless classic that not only
showcases the extraordinary talent of the late Irish guitarist and singer but
also serves as a poignant reflection on love, loss, and the enduring power of
music. Released in 1990 as part of the album of the same name, "Still Got the
Blues" has captured the hearts of blues enthusiasts and casual listeners
alike. This article delves into the song’s background, musical composition,
themes, and its lasting impact on the music world.

Background of the Song

Gary Moore, born in 1952 in Belfast, Northern Ireland, began his musical
journey at a young age. His career spanned several genres, including rock,
blues, and hard rock. However, it was his deep-rooted connection to the blues
that ultimately defined his legacy. "Still Got the Blues" emerged during a
pivotal time in Moore's career, marking a return to his blues roots after
exploring rock and heavy metal in the 1980s.

The song was inspired by Moore's personal experiences and feelings of
heartache. He wrote it in the late 1980s and recorded it for his 1990 album,
which was released under the same name. The album was a critical and
commercial success, solidifying Moore’s status as a premier blues guitarist
and songwriter.



Musical Composition

"Still Got the Blues" is characterized by its emotive guitar solos, soulful
vocals, and a strong melodic structure. The song's composition can be
dissected into several key elements:

Instrumentation

- Guitar: Moore’s guitar work is the centerpiece of the track. He employs a
range of techniques, including bending notes and using vibrato to convey deep
emotion. His choice of a Les Paul guitar contributes to the song’s signature
sound.

- Vocals: Moore’s vocal delivery is raw and heartfelt, enhancing the song's
emotional weight. His ability to express vulnerability through his singing
captivates listeners and draws them into the narrative.

- Rhythm Section: The song features a solid rhythm section, with a steady
drumbeat and bass line that provide a foundation for the melodic elements.
The subtle use of keyboards adds depth to the instrumentation.

Structure

The song follows a traditional blues structure, which includes:

1. Verse: The verses introduce the personal narrative and emotional context
of the song.
2. Chorus: The chorus emphasizes the central theme of longing and heartbreak,
creating a memorable hook.
3. Guitar Solo: Moore's guitar solo serves as an emotional climax, showcasing
his virtuosity and ability to connect with the listener.
4. Bridge: The bridge offers a moment of reflection before returning to the
chorus, reinforcing the song’s themes.

Thematic Exploration

"Still Got the Blues" explores several powerful themes that resonate with
listeners across generations. The main themes include:

Heartbreak and Loss

At its core, "Still Got the Blues" is a meditation on heartbreak. The lyrics



convey a sense of longing and emotional pain, capturing the struggle of
moving on from a lost love. Lines from the song evoke feelings of nostalgia,
highlighting the difficulty of letting go and the memories that linger.

Resilience and Endurance

Despite the heartache, the song also reflects a sense of resilience. The
repeated assertion of "still got the blues" suggests an acceptance of pain as
a part of life. This theme resonates deeply within the blues genre, which
often embraces sorrow as a source of strength and creativity.

The Power of Music

Music serves as a therapeutic outlet for Moore, allowing him to express his
emotions and connect with others. The song illustrates how music can
transcend personal pain and unite listeners in shared experiences. Moore’s
passionate performance invites listeners to share in his journey, making the
song a universal anthem for anyone who has experienced loss.

Impact and Legacy

"Still Got the Blues" has had a significant impact on both the blues genre
and the broader music landscape. Its legacy can be examined through various
lenses:

Critical Acclaim

The song received widespread acclaim from critics and fans alike. It was
praised for its emotive quality and technical proficiency. The album "Still
Got the Blues" won several awards and accolades, solidifying Moore's place in
the pantheon of great blues musicians.

Influence on Other Artists

Gary Moore's work, particularly "Still Got the Blues," has influenced
countless artists across genres. Musicians such as Eric Clapton, Joe
Bonamassa, and John Mayer have cited Moore as an inspiration. The song's
blend of rock and blues has encouraged a new generation of guitarists to
explore the emotional depth of the blues.



Cover Versions and Performances

Over the years, "Still Got the Blues" has been covered by various artists,
further testament to its enduring appeal. Notable covers include:

- B.B. King: The legendary blues guitarist paid homage to Moore's work,
showcasing the song's significance within the blues tradition.
- Joe Bonamassa: Known for his virtuosic guitar playing, Bonamassa's
rendition highlights the song's emotional core while adding his own flair.
- Uli Jon Roth: The former Scorpions guitarist incorporated "Still Got the
Blues" into his live performances, demonstrating its versatility and
timelessness.

Live Performances and Tributes

Gary Moore’s live performances of "Still Got the Blues" became legendary, as
audiences were often mesmerized by his ability to convey raw emotion.
Following his untimely death in 2011, tributes and special events were held
to honor his legacy, with "Still Got the Blues" frequently featured in
memorial concerts. These tributes underscore the song's lasting significance
and its ability to connect people through shared emotions.

Conclusion

In summary, Gary Moore's "Still Got the Blues" is more than just a song; it
is a powerful expression of human emotion that transcends time and genre. The
combination of Moore's technical prowess, soulful vocals, and heartfelt
lyrics creates a masterpiece that resonates with listeners around the world.
As both a reflection on personal pain and a celebration of music's healing
power, "Still Got the Blues" remains a pivotal work in the blues canon,
ensuring that Gary Moore's legacy continues to inspire future generations of
musicians and fans alike. Through its enduring themes and emotional depth,
the song will forever hold a cherished place in the hearts of those who have
experienced the bittersweet nature of love and loss.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Gary Moore's song 'Still
Got the Blues'?
The main theme of 'Still Got the Blues' revolves around heartache and
longing, expressing deep feelings of loss and nostalgia.



When was 'Still Got the Blues' originally released?
'Still Got the Blues' was originally released in 1990 as part of Gary Moore's
album of the same name.

Who wrote 'Still Got the Blues'?
Gary Moore wrote 'Still Got the Blues', showcasing his songwriting talent
along with his exceptional guitar skills.

What genre does 'Still Got the Blues' belong to?
'Still Got the Blues' is primarily classified as blues rock, featuring
elements of both blues and rock music.

How did 'Still Got the Blues' perform commercially?
'Still Got the Blues' received critical acclaim and commercial success,
reaching high positions on various music charts worldwide.

What instruments are prominently featured in 'Still
Got the Blues'?
The song prominently features electric guitar, piano, and a full band
arrangement that enhances the emotional depth of the track.

Has 'Still Got the Blues' been covered by other
artists?
Yes, 'Still Got the Blues' has been covered by various artists, showcasing
its enduring influence and popularity in the music world.

What impact did 'Still Got the Blues' have on Gary
Moore's career?
The song solidified Gary Moore's reputation as a leading blues guitarist and
helped him reach a broader audience.

Is there a live version of 'Still Got the Blues'?
Yes, there are several live recordings of 'Still Got the Blues', capturing
the energy and emotion of Gary Moore's performances.
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