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Game of Thrones houses guide is an essential resource for both new fans and
seasoned viewers of the epic fantasy series created by George R.R. Martin.
The world of Westeros is intricately woven with noble families, each with its
unique history, sigils, and ambitions. Understanding the various houses is
crucial for grasping the political machinations and character motivations
that drive the narrative. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the
major houses, their characteristics, and their roles in the saga of “Game of
Thrones.”

The Great Houses of Westeros

Westeros is home to several prominent houses, often referred to as the Great
Houses. These families have significant influence over the realm, commanding
armies and controlling vast territories. Here are the most notable Great
Houses:

House Stark

- Motto: "Winter is Coming"
- Sigil: A grey direwolf on a white field
- Seat: Winterfell

House Stark is known for its unwavering sense of honor and loyalty. As the
rulers of the North, the Starks are deeply connected to their homeland and
its harsh climate. Key members include:

1. Eddard "Ned" Stark: The honorable patriarch.
2. Catelyn Stark: A devoted mother with a fierce love for her family.
3. Robb Stark: The eldest son and a natural leader.

The Starks are often seen as the moral compass of the series, embodying
themes of loyalty and sacrifice.

House Lannister

- Motto: "Hear Me Roar!" (official); "A Lannister Always Pays His Debts"
(unofficial)
- Sigil: A golden lion on a crimson field
- Seat: Casterly Rock

House Lannister is one of the wealthiest families in Westeros, known for
their cunning and ambition. The Lannisters are often embroiled in political
intrigue, making them both formidable and dangerous. Notable members include:

1. Tywin Lannister: The ruthless patriarch.



2. Cersei Lannister: The ambitious queen with a thirst for power.
3. Tyrion Lannister: The witty and intelligent outcast known as "The Imp."

The Lannisters’ wealth and influence often place them at the center of power
struggles in the realm.

House Targaryen

- Motto: "Fire and Blood"
- Sigil: A red three-headed dragon on a black field
- Seat: Dragonstone (historically, the Iron Throne in King’s Landing)

Once the rulers of the Seven Kingdoms, the Targaryens are known for their
dragons and their tumultuous history. After being overthrown, the remaining
Targaryens sought to reclaim their lost legacy. Key figures include:

1. Daenerys Targaryen: The determined and resilient "Mother of Dragons."
2. Viserys Targaryen: The arrogant and entitled brother of Daenerys.

The Targaryens symbolize themes of legacy, power, and the consequences of
ambition.

House Baratheon

- Motto: "Ours is the Fury"
- Sigil: A crowned black stag on a gold field
- Seat: Storm's End

House Baratheon rose to power after Robert’s Rebellion, overthrowing the
Targaryens. Their claim to the throne is marked by strength and a fierce
desire for control. Important members include:

1. Robert Baratheon: The boisterous king with a love for excess.
2. Stannis Baratheon: The stern and determined brother seeking to claim the
throne.
3. Renly Baratheon: The charismatic younger brother with his own ambitions.

The Baratheon lineage is often marked by internal conflict and rivalry.

Other Notable Houses

While the Great Houses dominate the political landscape of Westeros, several
other families play crucial roles in the story. Here are a few of them:



House Greyjoy

- Motto: "We Do Not Sow"
- Sigil: A golden kraken on a black field
- Seat: Pyke

The Greyjoys are the rulers of the Iron Islands and are known for their
seafaring prowess and rebellious nature. Key members include:

- Balon Greyjoy: The patriarch seeking independence for the Iron Islands.
- Theon Greyjoy: Balon’s son, who struggles with his identity.

House Martell

- Motto: "Unbowed, Unbent, Unbroken"
- Sigil: A red sun pierced by a golden spear
- Seat: Sunspear

House Martell hails from Dorne and is known for its unique customs and fierce
independence. Important figures are:

- Oberyn Martell: The charismatic and vengeful prince.
- Doran Martell: The calculating and diplomatic ruler of Dorne.

House Tyrell

- Motto: "Growing Strong"
- Sigil: A golden rose on a green field
- Seat: Highgarden

House Tyrell is known for its wealth and influence, often using marriage
alliances to strengthen their position. Notable members include:

- Mace Tyrell: The bumbling but ambitious patriarch.
- Olenna Tyrell: The sharp-witted matriarch known as the "Queen of Thorns."

Understanding House Alliances and Rivalries

The intricate web of alliances and rivalries among the houses contributes
significantly to the story’s tension. Here are some key points to consider:

Marriage Alliances: Many houses seek to strengthen their positions
through strategic marriages, often leading to unexpected consequences.



Feuds and Rivalries: Historical grudges often resurface, driving plots
and initiating conflicts between families.

Political Maneuvering: Characters often engage in deception and
manipulation to achieve their goals, showcasing the ruthless nature of
power struggles.

The Legacy of the Houses

The houses of Westeros are not just mere families; they represent various
themes and moral quandaries that resonate throughout the series. The
complexities of honor, loyalty, ambition, and the quest for power are
embodied in each house’s actions and decisions. Understanding these dynamics
enhances the viewing experience, allowing fans to appreciate the depth of the
characters and their motivations.

In conclusion, this Game of Thrones houses guide serves as a vital resource
for navigating the intricate world of Westeros. From the honorable Starks to
the cunning Lannisters, each house contributes uniquely to the rich tapestry
of the story. As viewers delve deeper into the saga, the relationships and
rivalries among these houses continue to unfold, captivating audiences and
leaving a lasting impact.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main houses in Game of Thrones?
The main houses include House Stark, House Lannister, House Targaryen, House
Baratheon, House Greyjoy, House Martell, House Tyrell, and House Tully.

What are the sigils of the major houses?
House Stark has a direwolf, House Lannister has a lion, House Targaryen has a
three-headed dragon, House Baratheon has a crowned black stag, House Greyjoy
has a golden kraken, House Martell has a sun pierced by a spear, House Tyrell
has a golden rose, and House Tully has a silver trout.

Which house is known for its motto 'Winter is
Coming'?
House Stark is known for the motto 'Winter is Coming', which signifies the
need for preparedness and vigilance.



What is the significance of House Targaryen in the
series?
House Targaryen is significant as it was the ruling house of the Seven
Kingdoms before being overthrown. They are known for their dragons and the
motto 'Fire and Blood'.

How does House Lannister's motto reflect their
character?
House Lannister's motto 'Hear Me Roar!' reflects their wealth and power,
emphasizing their cunning and ambition in the quest for dominance.

What role does House Baratheon play in the power
struggle?
House Baratheon plays a crucial role as they were the first house to
challenge the Targaryen rule, with Robert Baratheon's rebellion leading to
significant changes in the realm.

Can you explain the relationships between the
houses?
The relationships are complex, often involving alliances through marriage,
rivalry, and betrayal, such as the Lannisters' alliance with the Baratheons
and their enmity with the Starks.

What are the key characteristics of House Greyjoy?
House Greyjoy is known for its seafaring culture, its motto 'We Do Not Sow',
and its fierce independence, as they often seek to profit from raiding rather
than farming.

How do the houses influence the overall plot of Game
of Thrones?
The houses influence the plot through their competing ambitions, moral
choices, and the political landscape, driving the narrative of power
struggles, wars, and alliances throughout the series.
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