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General surgery certifying exam dates are critical for aspiring surgeons aiming to achieve
board certification in the field of general surgery. These dates not only mark significant
milestones in a surgeon's career but also serve as pivotal moments in their journey
towards professional recognition and competency. Understanding the timeline of these
exams is essential for proper preparation and planning.

Overview of the General Surgery Certifying Exam

The General Surgery Certifying Exam is administered by the American Board of Surgery
(ABS). It is a comprehensive assessment designed to evaluate a surgeon's knowledge,
skills, and ability to provide safe and effective patient care. The exam is typically taken
after the completion of a residency program and is a necessary step towards board
certification.

Importance of the Exam

Achieving board certification in general surgery is crucial for several reasons:

1. Professional Recognition: Certification is a mark of excellence and signifies that a
surgeon has met rigorous standards.

2. Career Advancement: Many hospitals and medical institutions require board
certification for employment or privileges.

3. Patient Trust: Patients often feel more secure when treated by a board-certified
surgeon.

4. Continuing Education: The process encourages ongoing learning and adherence to best
practices in the field.



Exam Structure and Format

The General Surgery Certifying Exam comprises two parts:

1. Written Examination: This part assesses the candidate's understanding of surgical
knowledge, including anatomy, physiology, and surgical techniques.

2. Oral Examination: In this component, candidates are required to demonstrate their
problem-solving abilities and clinical judgment in real-world scenarios.

The exam typically covers various topics, including but not limited to:

- Surgical anatomy

- Pathophysiology

- Trauma and critical care
- Surgical oncology

- Endocrine surgery

- Pediatric surgery

General Surgery Certifying Exam Dates

The exam dates are typically announced well in advance, allowing candidates to
adequately prepare. The ABS usually conducts the certifying examination annually, with
specific dates that can vary from year to year.

Typical Schedule

While the exact dates can change, the following provides an approximate timeline based
on previous years:

- Application Period: Candidates usually need to submit their applications several months
before the exam. This period typically opens in January and closes in April.

- Written Exam Dates: The written component is generally held in the early summer
months, often in June.

- Oral Exam Dates: These are typically scheduled for the fall months, often in September
or October.

2024 Exam Dates (Hypothetical Example)

For the year 2024, the following dates could be expected (please verify with the ABS for
the most current information):

- Application Deadline: April 1, 2024
- Written Exam Date: June 10, 2024
- Oral Exam Dates: September 15-17, 2024



Registration Process

The registration process for the General Surgery Certifying Exam involves several steps:

1. Eligibility Verification: Candidates must ensure they meet all eligibility requirements,
which include completing an accredited general surgery residency program.

2. Application Submission: Candidates need to fill out the application form available on the
ABS website and pay the required fees.

3. Confirmation: After submitting the application, candidates will receive confirmation of
their registration and further instructions.

4. Preparation: Upon confirmation, candidates can begin preparing for the examination
using study materials, review courses, and practice tests.

Preparation Strategies

Preparing for the General Surgery Certifying Exam requires a well-structured study plan.
Here are some effective strategies:

1. Create a Study Schedule: Allocate specific times each week for studying to ensure
comprehensive coverage of all material.

2. Use Quality Resources: Invest in reputable textbooks, online resources, and review
courses specifically designed for the exam.

3. Join Study Groups: Collaborating with peers can provide motivation and facilitate
deeper understanding through discussion.

4. Practice with Sample Questions: Familiarize yourself with the exam format by
practicing sample questions and past papers.

5. Focus on Weak Areas: Identify and concentrate on areas where you feel less confident.

Day of the Exam

On the day of the exam, candidates should consider the following tips to ensure optimal
performance:

1. Arrive Early: Give yourself plenty of time to arrive at the testing center without stress.
2. Bring Necessary Items: Ensure you have all required identification and materials, such
as pens and a calculator if permitted.

3. Stay Calm and Focused: Practice relaxation techniques to manage anxiety before and
during the exam.

4. Read Instructions Carefully: Take the time to thoroughly read the exam instructions to
avoid unnecessary mistakes.

Post-Exam Process



After completing the General Surgery Certifying Exam, candidates will undergo a waiting
period before receiving their results. Here’s what to expect:

1. Result Notification: Candidates will typically receive their results via email or through
the ABS portal within a few weeks after the exam.

2. Board Certification: Those who pass the exam will receive their board certification,
which is a significant achievement in their surgical career.

3. Re-examination: For candidates who do not pass, the ABS provides options for re-
examination, including guidance on areas needing improvement.

Conclusion

Understanding the general surgery certifying exam dates and the associated processes is
vital for candidates aspiring to become board-certified surgeons. With careful planning,
dedicated preparation, and adherence to the outlined timelines, candidates can navigate
this essential milestone successfully. Achieving board certification not only validates one’s
expertise but also enhances career prospects and patient trust in their surgical abilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

When is the next general surgery certifying exam
scheduled?

The next general surgery certifying exam is scheduled for November 2024.

How often is the general surgery certifying exam held?

The general surgery certifying exam is typically held once a year.

What is the registration deadline for the upcoming
general surgery certifying exam?

The registration deadline for the upcoming exam is usually about 2-3 months prior to the
exam date.

Where can I find information about general surgery
certifying exam dates?

You can find information about exam dates on the American Board of Surgery's official
website.

Are there any changes to the format of the general
surgery certifying exam in 20247?

As of now, there are no announced changes to the format of the general surgery certifying



exam in 2024.

What should I do if I miss the registration deadline for
the general surgery certifying exam?

If you miss the registration deadline, you may need to wait for the next exam cycle and
ensure to register on time.

Can I reschedule my general surgery certifying exam
date after registration?

Rescheduling is typically allowed but may require a fee; check the specific policies of the
American Board of Surgery.

What are the prerequisites for taking the general
surgery certifying exam?

Candidates must have completed an accredited general surgery residency program and
hold a valid medical license.

Is there a practice exam available for the general
surgery certifying exam?

Yes, the American Board of Surgery offers practice materials and resources to help
candidates prepare for the exam.
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Stay updated on general surgery certifying exam dates for 2023. Get essential details and tips to
prepare effectively. Learn more to succeed in your exam!
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