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The Florida Keys are a unique chain of islands located off the southern coast of Florida, famous for
their stunning natural beauty, vibrant ecosystems, and rich cultural history. Understanding the
geography of the Florida Keys is essential for anyone interested in marine biology, ecology, tourism,
or environmental science. This study guide will cover the key geographical features, ecosystems, and
human influences that shape the Florida Keys.

Overview of the Florida Keys

The Florida Keys extend approximately 120 miles (193 km) from the southern tip of the Florida
mainland to Key West. This archipelago consists of about 1,700 islands, with only about 30 of them
being inhabited. The islands are divided into several groups, each with its unique characteristics.

Geographical Layout

1. Upper Keys:
- The Upper Keys include islands such as Key Largo and Islamorada.
- Known for their coral reefs and marine parks, these islands are popular for diving and snorkeling.

2. Middle Keys:
- The Middle Keys consist of islands like Marathon and Duck Key.
- This area features the famous Seven Mile Bridge, connecting the islands and serving as a vital
transportation route.

3. Lower Keys:
- The Lower Keys include Key West and the surrounding smaller islands.



- Key West is the southernmost point of the continental United States and is known for its historic
architecture and vibrant nightlife.

Geographical Features

The geography of the Florida Keys is characterized by several key features:

Coral Reefs

- The Florida Keys are home to the only living coral barrier reef in the continental United States,
which is part of the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary.
- This reef system is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and supports a diverse range of marine life.

Islands and Cays

- The islands vary in size and shape, with many featuring limestone and coral formations.
- The cays, or small islands, found within the Keys are often uninhabited and serve as critical
habitats for wildlife.

Wetlands and Mangroves

- The Florida Keys are surrounded by mangroves, which are vital for coastal protection and provide
habitat for numerous species.
- Wetlands in the area help filter pollutants and are essential for maintaining water quality.

Climate of the Florida Keys

The climate in the Florida Keys is tropical, characterized by warm temperatures year-round.
Understanding the climate is essential for studying the region's ecosystems and biodiversity.

Temperature and Precipitation

- Average Temperatures: The average temperature ranges from 70°F (21°C) in the winter to 90°F
(32°C) in the summer.
- Rainfall: The area receives approximately 60 inches (152 cm) of rainfall annually, with the wettest
months typically being June through October.



Hurricane Season

- The Florida Keys are vulnerable to hurricanes, especially during the Atlantic hurricane season,
which runs from June 1 to November 30.
- Residents and visitors must be aware of the risks and preparedness measures in place.

Ecosystems of the Florida Keys

The Florida Keys boast a rich array of ecosystems that are interconnected and support diverse
wildlife.

Marine Ecosystems

- The coral reef ecosystems are home to over 500 species of fish, numerous invertebrates, and
various sea turtles.
- Seagrass beds and coral reefs provide essential nursery habitats for juvenile fish and other marine
species.

Terrestrial Ecosystems

- The islands feature subtropical forests, coastal scrub, and mangrove swamps.
- These habitats support unique species, including the endangered Florida Key deer and the elusive
Keys' tree snail.

Human Impact and Conservation Efforts

Human activity has significantly impacted the geography and ecology of the Florida Keys.

Tourism and Development

- Tourism is a major economic driver in the Florida Keys, attracting millions of visitors each year for
fishing, diving, and eco-tourism activities.
- The rapid development has led to habitat loss and increased pressure on natural resources.

Conservation Initiatives

- Numerous organizations and government agencies work to protect the fragile ecosystems of the
Florida Keys, including the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary and the Everglades National



Park.
- Conservation efforts focus on habitat restoration, water quality improvement, and species
protection.

Transportation and Infrastructure

The geography of the Florida Keys has influenced the transportation systems and infrastructure
development in the area.

Roadways

- The Overseas Highway, a segment of U.S. Route 1, connects the islands and is a vital
transportation route for residents and tourists.
- The highway features stunning views and is an engineering marvel, consisting of bridges that span
the water between the islands.

Air and Sea Transport

- Several airports, including Key West International Airport, serve the islands and provide access for
tourists.
- Ferries and charter boats are common for transportation between islands and for recreational
activities.

Conclusion

The geography of the Florida Keys is a remarkable blend of natural beauty, diverse ecosystems, and
human influence. Understanding this unique region is essential for appreciating its ecological
significance and the challenges it faces. By studying the geography of the Florida Keys, we can work
towards sustainable practices that preserve this beautiful archipelago for future generations. With
ongoing conservation efforts and responsible tourism, the Florida Keys can continue to thrive as a
vibrant ecosystem and a beloved destination.

In summary, the Florida Keys represent a complex interplay of geography, ecology, climate, and
human activity. This study guide provides a comprehensive overview of the essential elements that
define the geography of the Florida Keys, serving as a valuable resource for students, researchers,
and nature enthusiasts alike.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the Florida Keys?
The Florida Keys are a coral cay archipelago located off the southern coast of Florida, consisting of
about 1,700 islands, with Key Largo being the largest and most populated.

What is the significance of US Route 1 in the Florida Keys?
US Route 1, also known as the Overseas Highway, is the main road that connects the Florida Keys to
the mainland, providing access to the various islands.

What type of environment predominates the Florida Keys?
The Florida Keys are primarily characterized by tropical and subtropical ecosystems, including coral
reefs, mangroves, and seagrass beds.

Which national park is located in the Florida Keys?
The Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary and Dry Tortugas National Park are two significant
protected areas located within the Florida Keys.

What is the highest point in the Florida Keys?
The highest natural point in the Florida Keys is only about 18 feet above sea level, located on
Windley Key.

What are the main economic activities in the Florida Keys?
The economy of the Florida Keys is primarily driven by tourism, fishing, and boating, with many
visitors attracted to its natural beauty and recreational opportunities.

How do coral reefs affect the geography of the Florida Keys?
Coral reefs protect the islands from erosion, support marine biodiversity, and are a key feature of
the geography of the Florida Keys, influencing both the ecosystem and the local economy.

What is the climate like in the Florida Keys?
The Florida Keys have a tropical monsoon climate, characterized by warm temperatures year-round,
high humidity, and a wet season from May to October.

What are some popular activities for visitors in the Florida
Keys?
Popular activities in the Florida Keys include snorkeling, scuba diving, fishing, boating, and
exploring the unique wildlife and natural parks.

What role do the Florida Keys play in hurricane activity?
The Florida Keys are vulnerable to hurricanes due to their geographic location, often experiencing
strong winds and storm surges during hurricane season, which runs from June to November.
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