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FEANKENSTEIN Study Guide

Letters 1-4

1. Who iz writing Letter 1 (and all the letters)?
Robert Walton

2. To whom Is he writing? What Is thelr relationzship?
Mrz. Saville, his sister

3. Where iz Robert Walton when he writes Letter 17 Why iz he there?
What are his plans?
St. Petersburg, Ruzzia. He iz hiring a crew for hiz thip. He intends to
zail to the North Pole and discover magnetizsm.

4. What does Robert Walton tell us about himself?
He Iz pastlonately committed to discovery and adventure. He wishes
he had a friend with the same senzibilities and he says he iz self-
taught.

5. Where is Walton now? What do you think of Walton's question "What
can stop the determined heart and resolved will of man”™?
Walton iz out to sea, sailing north. The quotation establizhes the
Romantic idea of the power of emotion over reason.

6. How much time has elapsed between Letter 3 and Letter 47 What
“strange accident” hat happened to the sailors?
One month has lapsed. The accident is the ship iz trapped in ice and
fog.

7. Why does the man picked up by the ship say he iz there? What shape
iz he in?

Frankenstein study guide student copy answers are essential tools for anyone
looking to delve deeper into Mary Shelley's classic novel. This iconic work
not only explores themes of creation, responsibility, and the duality of
human nature but also raises questions about ethics, science, and the
consequences of ambition. In this comprehensive study guide, we will provide
insights and answers to common questions that students may encounter while
studying "Frankenstein." By breaking down the text into manageable sections
and themes, we aim to enhance understanding and foster critical thinking.

Overview of 'Frankenstein'

Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein," first published in 1818, tells the story of



Victor Frankenstein, a young scientist who creates a sentient being through
unorthodox scientific experimentation. The novel is often considered one of
the first works of science fiction and serves as a cautionary tale about the
dangers of unchecked ambition and the pursuit of knowledge without moral
consideration.

Key Themes in 'Frankenstein'

Understanding the themes of "Frankenstein" is crucial for students. Here are
some of the central themes explored in the novel:

e Creation and Responsibility: Victor's ambition leads him to create life,
but he fails to take responsibility for his creation, leading to
devastating consequences.

e Isolation and Loneliness: Both Victor and the Creature experience
profound isolation, which shapes their actions and motivations.

e The Pursuit of Knowledge: The novel critiques the relentless pursuit of
knowledge and science without ethical considerations, portraying the
dangers that accompany it.

e The Nature of Humanity: The story raises questions about what it means
to be human and the complexities of human emotions and moral judgments.

Character Analysis

A thorough understanding of the characters in "Frankenstein" is essential for
answering study guide questions. Here are the main characters and their
significance:

Victor Frankenstein

Victor is the protagonist whose gquest for knowledge leads to his downfall.
His obsession with creating life results in tragedy and loss, making him a
complex character torn between ambition and guilt.

The Creature

The Creature, often referred to as Frankenstein's monster, is a tragic
figure. Created without a name or purpose, he seeks acceptance and
understanding but is met with fear and hatred. His development throughout the
novel raises questions about nature versus nurture.

Elizabeth Lavenza

Elizabeth serves as Victor’s love interest and represents innocence and
beauty. Her fate underscores the consequences of Victor's actions and the



collateral damage of his ambition.

Robert Walton

Walton is an explorer who encounters Victor in the Arctic. His ambition
mirrors Victor's, serving as a cautionary juxtaposition to the dangers of
obsession.

Important Quotes and Their Significance

Quotes in "Frankenstein" encapsulate key themes and character motivations.
Here are a few important quotes and their contextual significance:

1. "I ought to be thy Adam, but I am rather the fallen angel..." - This
quote from the Creature highlights his feelings of abandonment and
desire for companionship, linking to the theme of creation and
responsibility.

2. "Beware; for I am fearless, and therefore powerful." - The Creature
recognizes his own strength and the consequences of his isolation. This
foreshadows the violence that ensues due to Victor's neglect.

3. "Nothing is so painful to the human mind as a great and sudden change."
— This reflects Victor's struggle with the consequences of his actions
and the emotional turmoil he endures throughout the novel.

Plot Summary

Understanding the plot is crucial for students to answer specific study guide
questions. Here is a condensed summary of the novel:

1. Introduction to Victor Frankenstein: The story begins with Captain
Walton's letters to his sister, introducing Victor and his tragic tale.

2. Victor's Ambition: Victor describes his early fascination with science and
how it leads him to create a living being.

3. The Creature's Awakening: Upon bringing the Creature to life, Victor is
horrified and abandons it, leading to the Creature's isolation.

4. Consequences of Creation: As the Creature seeks acceptance, it faces
rejection and ultimately turns to revenge against Victor, leading to a series
of tragedies.

5. Climactic Confrontation: Victor and the Creature confront each other in
the Arctic, where Victor dies, and the Creature laments its existence.

6. Conclusion: The novel ends with the Creature vowing to end its own 1life,
reflecting themes of despair and the consequences of Victor's ambition.

Study Questions and Answers

Here are some common study guide questions along with their answers to assist



students in their understanding:

1. What motivates Victor Frankenstein to create the
Creature?

Victor is motivated by an insatiable thirst for knowledge and the desire to
conquer death. His ambition blinds him to the ethical implications of his
experiments.

2. How does the Creature's experience reflect the
theme of isolation?

The Creature is isolated from society due to its grotesque appearance. This
leads to deep feelings of loneliness and resentment, ultimately driving it to
seek revenge against Victor.

3. What role does nature play in 'Frankenstein'?

Nature is depicted as both a source of beauty and a reflection of the
characters' emotional states. The sublime landscapes serve as a backdrop to
Victor's turmoil and a sanctuary for the Creature.

4. How does Mary Shelley use foreshadowing in the
novel?

Shelley foreshadows the tragic outcomes of Victor's actions through various
elements, such as the ominous weather during key events and the warnings from
other characters about the dangers of overreaching ambition.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Frankenstein study guide student copy answers provide valuable
insights into Mary Shelley's profound narrative. By exploring themes,
character motivations, and significant quotes, students can gain a deeper
understanding of the text. Engaging with the novel through study questions
and answers can enhance critical thinking and foster a greater appreciation
for this timeless work. Whether preparing for exams or writing essays, having
a solid study guide will empower students to navigate the complexities of
"Frankenstein" with confidence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Mary Shelley's
'Frankenstein'?

The main theme of 'Frankenstein' is the pursuit of knowledge and its
consequences, highlighting the dangers of unchecked ambition and the ethical
implications of scientific exploration.



How does Victor Frankenstein's relationship with his
creation evolve throughout the novel?

Victor's relationship with his creation begins with pride and ambition but
quickly turns to horror and guilt as he realizes the consequences of his
actions, ultimately leading to tragedy for both characters.

What role does isolation play in 'Frankenstein'?

Isolation is a central theme in 'Frankenstein', affecting both Victor and the
creature. Victor's self-imposed isolation leads to his downfall, while the
creature's isolation fuels his anger and desire for acceptance.

How does Shelley use foreshadowing in 'Frankenstein'?

Shelley employs foreshadowing through various narrative elements, such as the
warnings from characters like Victor's father and the creature's ominous
statements, which hint at the tragic events to come.

What is the significance of the subtitle 'The Modern
Prometheus'?

The subtitle 'The Modern Prometheus' reflects Victor Frankenstein's role as a
creator who, like Prometheus from Greek mythology, challenges the natural
order, suffers consequences for his hubris, and brings suffering to humanity.

How does the setting influence the mood of the story?

The settings in 'Frankenstein', ranging from the bleak Arctic to dark,
foreboding laboratories, enhance the mood of dread and isolation, reflecting
the inner turmoil of the characters and the gothic elements of the narrative.

What is the creature's perspective on humanity?

The creature initially desires acceptance and companionship but becomes
increasingly bitter towards humanity due to their rejection and cruelty,
ultimately leading to his vengeful actions against Victor and his loved ones.

What moral dilemmas are presented in 'Frankenstein'?

The novel presents moral dilemmas surrounding creation, responsibility, and
the ethical limits of scientific experimentation, questioning the
responsibilities of a creator towards their creation and the implications of
playing God.

How does Mary Shelley address the concept of
monstrosity in 'Frankenstein'?

Shelley explores monstrosity both in physical appearance and moral character,
suggesting that true monstrosity lies in one's actions and choices rather
than mere outward appearance, challenging readers to reconsider their
definitions of humanity.
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