
Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training
Graduation

Fort Leonard Wood basic training graduation is a significant milestone for many Army recruits and their
families. This event marks the culmination of weeks of rigorous training, discipline, and personal growth.
Fort Leonard Wood, located in Missouri, is one of the Army's premier training facilities, specializing in
engineering, military police, and chemical training. Understanding the graduation process, what to expect,
and how to prepare can enhance the experience for both graduates and their loved ones.

Overview of Basic Training at Fort Leonard Wood

Basic training at Fort Leonard Wood is designed to transform civilians into soldiers. The training is divided
into several phases and includes a variety of physical and tactical exercises. Recruits undergo intense
physical conditioning, weapons training, and learn essential soldiering skills.

Structure of Basic Training

The basic training program at Fort Leonard Wood typically lasts around 10 weeks and is broken down into
three main phases:

1. Red Phase: The initial phase focuses on physical fitness, discipline, and the fundamentals of soldiering.
Recruits learn about Army values, teamwork, and basic combat skills.
2. White Phase: This phase introduces recruits to weapons training, land navigation, and other essential



soldier skills. Recruits also participate in field training exercises.
3. Blue Phase: The final phase emphasizes advanced skills and culminates in a series of evaluations,
including the Army Combat Fitness Test (ACFT).

Preparing for Graduation Day

Graduation day is a proud moment for soldiers and their families. Proper preparation can ensure that the
day goes smoothly.

What to Expect on Graduation Day

Graduation ceremonies typically take place on Fridays at Fort Leonard Wood. Here’s a brief overview of
what to expect:

- Ceremony Location: The graduation ceremony is usually held at the Fort Leonard Wood Main Post
Chapel or at the training battalion’s parade field.
- Schedule: Graduations typically begin in the morning, often around 9:00 AM. Families should arrive early
to secure good seating.
- Duration: The ceremony usually lasts about an hour, followed by a time for families to reunite with their
graduates.

Tips for Families Attending Graduation

To make the most of your experience, consider the following tips:

- Plan Ahead: Make travel arrangements early. Fort Leonard Wood is located in a rural area, so
accommodations can fill up quickly.
- Dress Appropriately: The ceremony is a formal event. Dress in business casual or formal attire to honor
the occasion.
- Bring Identification: Ensure you have valid identification for entry into the base. All visitors must pass
through security.
- Follow Base Guidelines: Familiarize yourself with the base regulations, including prohibited items and
parking rules.



After Graduation: Celebrating Your Soldier

Once the graduation ceremony concludes, families often want to celebrate their soldier’s achievement. Here
are a few ideas for post-graduation activities:

Celebratory Activities

- Family Lunch or Dinner: Plan a meal at one of the local restaurants or a family gathering at a nearby
venue. This is a great way to spend quality time together after weeks apart.
- Explore the Area: Take some time to visit local attractions. The Ozarks are nearby, offering beautiful
scenery and outdoor activities.
- Gift Giving: Consider giving your soldier a thoughtful gift to commemorate their achievement, such as
military-themed apparel or a keepsake.

Transitioning to Advanced Training

After graduation, many soldiers will transition to advanced individual training (AIT). This training is
specialized and varies depending on the soldier’s assigned military occupational specialty (MOS).

- Duration of AIT: Depending on the MOS, AIT can last anywhere from a few weeks to several months.
- Visiting During AIT: Family visits during AIT are typically more flexible than during basic training,
allowing for more opportunities to spend time together.

Benefits of Attending Fort Leonard Wood Graduation

Attending Fort Leonard Wood basic training graduation offers numerous benefits for families and soldiers
alike.

Strengthening Family Bonds

Graduation serves as a powerful reminder of the sacrifices made by both the soldier and their family. The
shared experience of attending the ceremony can strengthen these bonds and create lasting memories.



Understanding the Military Journey

Witnessing the transformation from recruit to soldier can provide families with a greater appreciation for
the challenges faced by their loved ones. It helps families understand the commitment involved in military
service.

Networking Opportunities

Meeting other families can foster friendships and support networks, providing a sense of community as you
navigate the military lifestyle.

Conclusion

Fort Leonard Wood basic training graduation is more than just a ceremony; it is a celebration of hard work,
perseverance, and the beginning of a soldier’s military career. By understanding the structure of basic
training, preparing for graduation day, and celebrating the achievement, families can make this event a
memorable and meaningful experience. Whether you are a proud parent, spouse, or friend, attending this
special day is an opportunity to honor the dedication and commitment of our soldiers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation?
Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation is a ceremony that marks the completion of basic training
for new soldiers in the U.S. Army, held at Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri.

When does Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation typically
occur?
Graduation ceremonies at Fort Leonard Wood usually take place every Friday, but this can vary based on
the training cycle and specific battalion schedules.

How long is the basic training program at Fort Leonard Wood?
The basic training program at Fort Leonard Wood typically lasts about 10 weeks, although this can vary
depending on the specific training regiment.



What can family and friends expect during the graduation ceremony?
Family and friends can expect a formal ceremony that includes speeches, the presentation of diplomas, and
a parade where the soldiers march in formation.

Are there any restrictions on attendees for the graduation ceremony?
While there are generally no strict restrictions, it is recommended that attendees check the latest
guidelines regarding visitor access, security protocols, and any health-related measures.

What happens after graduation from basic training at Fort Leonard
Wood?
After graduation, soldiers typically proceed to Advanced Individual Training (AIT) to learn the specific
skills required for their Military Occupational Specialty (MOS).

How can families prepare for attending a Fort Leonard Wood graduation?
Families should plan their travel in advance, review the graduation schedule, and arrive early to secure
good seating. It's also helpful to familiarize themselves with the base's security procedures.

Is there a livestream option for Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training
Graduation?
Yes, many graduation ceremonies are livestreamed online for family and friends who cannot attend in
person. It's advisable to check the official Fort Leonard Wood social media pages for updates.
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Join us as we explore Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduation! Discover how to prepare for
this significant milestone and celebrate your soldier's achievements.
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