
Frankenstein Mary Shelley Spark Notes

Frankenstein, written by Mary Shelley, is a seminal work in the genre of Gothic fiction
and is often considered one of the earliest examples of science fiction. First published in
1818, the novel explores profound themes such as the pursuit of knowledge, the nature of
humanity, and the consequences of playing God. In this article, we will provide a
comprehensive summary and analysis of "Frankenstein," along with key themes,
characters, and critical reception.

Summary of Frankenstein

Mary Shelley’s "Frankenstein" tells the story of Victor Frankenstein, a young scientist who
becomes obsessed with the idea of creating life. The novel begins with a series of letters
written by Captain Robert Walton, who is on an expedition to the North Pole. During his
journey, he encounters Victor Frankenstein, who is in a state of despair and tells his tragic
story.



Plot Overview

The plot can be divided into several key sections:

1. Victor's Ambition: Victor Frankenstein, hailing from Geneva, is fascinated by the
sciences from a young age. He attends the University of Ingolstadt, where he becomes
obsessed with the idea of creating life from inanimate matter.

2. The Creation: After years of study and experimentation, Victor successfully brings a
creature to life. However, horrified by its grotesque appearance, he abandons it. This act
of rejection sets off a chain of tragic events.

3. The Creature's Journey: Left alone, the creature experiences profound loneliness and
isolation. It seeks companionship and understanding but is met with fear and violence
from humanity due to its appearance.

4. Revenge and Tragedy: The creature confronts Victor and demands that he create a
female companion for him. Victor initially agrees but later destroys the female creature,
fearing the consequences of their union. Enraged, the creature vows revenge, leading to a
series of tragic events that result in the deaths of Victor's loved ones.

5. The Pursuit: Victor, driven by guilt and anger, pursues the creature across Europe,
leading to the Arctic. In the end, both creator and creation meet their tragic fates,
encapsulating the consequences of unchecked ambition and the need for human
connection.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "Frankenstein" is crucial to grasping the novel’s themes.

Victor Frankenstein

Victor is portrayed as a brilliant but flawed individual. His quest for knowledge and power
leads him to create the creature, yet his inability to take responsibility for his actions
results in tragedy. His character embodies the Enlightenment's spirit of scientific inquiry
but also serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of overreaching ambition.

The Creature

The creature, often referred to as Frankenstein's monster, is one of the most complex
characters in literature. Initially innocent and longing for acceptance, he becomes
vengeful after being rejected by his creator and society. The creature's experiences raise
questions about nature versus nurture, as it is the cruelty of humanity that transforms him
from a being seeking love into a figure of terror.



Other Key Characters

- Elizabeth Lavenza: Victor's fiancée, who symbolizes innocence and the life Victor forfeits
in his obsessive pursuit of knowledge.
- Henry Clerval: Victor's childhood friend who represents the humanistic qualities of
compassion and creativity. His fate serves as a reminder of the collateral damage of
Victor’s ambition.
- Robert Walton: The Arctic explorer whose letters frame the novel. His ambition mirrors
Victor’s, providing a foil to Victor’s tragic story.

Themes in Frankenstein

The depth of "Frankenstein" lies in its exploration of various themes that resonate across
time.

The Pursuit of Knowledge

One of the central themes of "Frankenstein" is the pursuit of knowledge and its
consequences. Victor's desire to unlock the secrets of life leads to his downfall. Shelley's
narrative raises ethical questions about scientific exploration, suggesting that some
boundaries should not be crossed.


