
Fox Say What Does The Fox Say

What does the fox say is a question that gained immense popularity thanks to the viral hit
song "The Fox (What Does the Fox Say?)" by the Norwegian duo Ylvis. Released in 2013,
the song became an internet sensation, captivating audiences with its catchy tune and
humorous lyrics. The phrase itself has sparked curiosity and laughter, leading to
discussions about the various sounds that different animals make. This article delves into
the origins, impact, and the cultural significance of both the song and the phrase itself,
while also exploring the real sounds made by foxes in nature.

Origins of "The Fox (What Does the Fox Say?)"

The Creators: Ylvis

Ylvis is a Norwegian comedy duo consisting of brothers Bard and Vegard Ylvisåker. They
initially gained some fame through their television show, but it was their 2013 single "The
Fox" that catapulted them into international stardom. The song was released as part of a
promotional campaign for their show "Ylvis: Tonight" and was intended to be humorous
and entertaining.

The Concept Behind the Song

The idea behind "The Fox" was to explore the sounds made by animals, particularly
focusing on the lesser-known vocalizations of the fox. The lyrics humorously list various
animal sounds, such as the familiar "moo" of a cow and "oink" of a pig, before leading into
the main question: “What does the fox say?” The song then provides a series of whimsical
and amusing interpretations of what a fox might say, ranging from “ring-ding-ding” to
“wa-pa-pa-pa-pa-pa-pow.”



Impact of the Song

Viral Sensation

Upon its release, "The Fox" quickly went viral, garnering millions of views on YouTube. It
became a cultural phenomenon, with people all over the world sharing the video, creating
parodies, and even dressing up as foxes for Halloween. The catchy chorus and absurd
lyrics made it a favorite for parties and social gatherings.

Chart Success

The song achieved commercial success, charting in multiple countries and even reaching
the top ten in places like the United States and Canada. Its popularity also led to various
media appearances, including talk shows and award ceremonies, further solidifying Ylvis's
place in pop culture.

Cultural Significance

The Role of Humor in Music

"What does the fox say" exemplifies how humor can be a powerful tool in music. The
song's lighthearted tone and playful lyrics resonate with audiences, reminding us of the
joy and silliness that music can bring. It encourages listeners not to take life too seriously
and to embrace the absurd.

Influence on Internet Culture

The phrase and the song have permeated internet culture significantly. Memes, remixes,
and parodies have flooded social media platforms, showcasing the influence of the song
beyond music. It has inspired countless videos and content, demonstrating how a catchy
tune can spark creativity and community engagement online.

Educational Value

Interestingly, the curiosity sparked by the question "What does the fox say?" has led to
discussions about wildlife and zoology. Educators and wildlife enthusiasts have taken the
opportunity to teach about real fox sounds and behaviors, highlighting the importance of
understanding our natural world.



What Sounds Do Foxes Really Make?

While Ylvis's interpretation of what a fox might say is humorous, it's fascinating to explore
the actual sounds that foxes produce. Foxes are known for their diverse vocalizations,
which they use for communication.

Common Fox Vocalizations

1. Bark: Foxes produce a short, sharp bark, typically used as a warning signal to alert
other foxes of potential danger.
2. Scream: This high-pitched scream can be quite startling and is often heard during
mating season. It is a call that can attract mates or signal distress.
3. Gecker: A series of rapid, throaty sounds that may resemble a chattering noise. This is
often used in social interactions, particularly between kits and their parents.
4. Howl: While not as common as in wolves, foxes can produce howls, especially when
trying to communicate over long distances.
5. Yip: A short, yappy sound that foxes use when they are excited or are communicating
with their young.

Why Foxes Make These Sounds

Fox vocalizations serve various purposes, including:

- Territorial Defense: Barking and howling help establish territory and ward off intruders.
- Communication: Different sounds convey messages to other foxes, whether warning of
danger, attracting a mate, or calling young kits.
- Social Interaction: Young foxes often engage in playful vocalizations to bond with their
siblings and parents.

The Enduring Legacy of "What Does the Fox Say"

Continued Popularity

Years after its release, "What does the fox say" remains relevant in pop culture. The song
is often referenced in discussions about viral videos and internet fame, serving as an
example of how a simple idea can capture the imagination of millions.

Impact on Animal Awareness

The humorous nature of the song has inadvertently raised awareness about foxes and



wildlife in general. People are more likely to engage with content about animals after
experiencing the catchy tune, leading to a greater appreciation for biodiversity and the
importance of conservation.

Conclusion

In summary, what does the fox say is more than just a catchy phrase from a viral song; it
represents a unique intersection of humor, music, and education. Ylvis's quirky take on
animal sounds sparked an international phenomenon that not only entertained but also
educated listeners about wildlife. As we continue to enjoy the song and its many
adaptations, it serves as a reminder of the joy that music can bring and the importance of
understanding the natural world around us. Whether through laughter or learning, the
question of what the fox says will likely resonate for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind the phrase 'What does the
fox say'?
The phrase originates from the viral song 'The Fox (What Does the Fox Say?)' by Ylvis,
which humorously speculates on the sounds that a fox makes, contrasting them with more
common animal sounds.

How did 'What Does the Fox Say' become a viral
phenomenon?
The song gained popularity due to its catchy tune, quirky lyrics, and humorous music
video, which led to widespread sharing on social media platforms and YouTube.

What are some of the sounds suggested in the song for
what the fox might say?
The song features a variety of whimsical sounds, including phrases like 'Ring-ding-ding-
ding-dingeringeding!' and 'Wa-pa-pa-pa-pa-pa-pow!' which are not actual fox sounds but
comedic inventions.

Who are the artists behind the song 'What Does the Fox
Say'?
The song is performed by the Norwegian comedy duo Ylvis, consisting of brothers Vegard
and Bård Ylvisåker.

How has 'What Does the Fox Say' influenced pop



culture?
The song has inspired countless parodies, memes, and references in various media,
making it a notable cultural touchstone of the early 2010s.

What animal sounds are commonly known compared to
what the fox might say?
Common animal sounds include 'meow' for cats, 'woof' for dogs, and 'moo' for cows, which
emphasizes the absurdity of not knowing what sound a fox makes.

Has the popularity of 'What Does the Fox Say' led to any
merchandise or spin-offs?
Yes, the song's popularity resulted in various merchandise, including plush toys, clothing,
and even a book, as well as numerous remixes and spin-off videos.
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