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Frankenstein and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde are two of the most significant
works in the realm of Gothic literature, both exploring themes of duality,
morality, and the consequences of human ambition. Written by Mary Shelley and
Robert Louis Stevenson, respectively, these novels delve into the darker
aspects of human nature and the ethical dilemmas associated with unchecked
scientific exploration and existential identity crises.



Origins and Historical Context

Both Frankenstein and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde emerged from the 19th century,
a period marked by rapid scientific advancement and a burgeoning interest in
psychology. The Romantic movement, which emphasized emotion and
individualism, also played a significant role in shaping these narratives.

Mary Shelley's Frankenstein

- Publication: First published in 1818, Frankenstein is often regarded as one
of the earliest works of science fiction.

- Inspiration: The novel was conceived during a summer spent in Switzerland
with Lord Byron and other literary figures. Shelley was inspired by
discussions around galvanism and the possibility of reanimating the dead.

- Themes: The book explores:

- The dangers of ambition and the quest for knowledge.

- The monster's struggle for acceptance and humanity.

- The consequences of playing God.

Robert Louis Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

- Publication: Released in 1886, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde emerged during the
Victorian era, a time when societal norms were rigid, and moral hypocrisy was
rampant.

- Inspiration: The story was inspired by Stevenson's own dreams and his
fascination with the duality of human nature.

- Themes: Key themes include:

- The duality of man and the struggle between good and evil.

- The nature of identity and self-perception.

- The impact of repression in a highly moralistic society.

Character Analysis

Characters in both novels illustrate the complexities of human nature and the
struggles between societal expectations and individual desires.

Frankenstein's Key Characters

1. Victor Frankenstein:

- Role: The ambitious scientist who creates the monster.

- Traits: Driven, obsessive, and ultimately regretful. His relentless pursuit
of knowledge leads to tragic consequences.



2. The Creature:

- Role: Frankenstein's creation, often simply referred to as "the monster."
- Traits: Initially innocent and seeking companionship, he becomes vengeful
due to societal rejection.

- Complexity: Represents the consequences of isolation and the yearning for
acceptance.

3. Elizabeth Lavenza:

- Role: Victor's fiancée and a representation of innocence.

- Traits: Kind-hearted and nurturing, her fate underscores the collateral
damage of Victor’s ambition.

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde's Key Characters

1. Dr. Henry Jekyll:

- Role: A respected scientist and physician who creates a potion to separate
his dual nature.

- Traits: Charismatic yet conflicted, embodying the struggle between societal
respectability and hidden desires.

2. Mr. Edward Hyde:

- Role: Jekyll'’s alter ego, representing his darker impulses.

- Traits: Violent, unrestrained, and hedonistic. Hyde embodies the
consequences of unbridled desires.

3. Mr. Utterson:

- Role: Jekyll's lawyer and friend, who investigates the mystery surrounding
Hyde.

- Traits: Rational and moralistic, he represents society’s struggle to
understand duality.

Thematic Comparisons

While Frankenstein and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde present distinct narratives,
they share several thematic concerns.

Duality of Human Nature

- Both novels explore the concept of duality within individuals.

- Frankenstein illustrates this through the relationship between Victor and
his creation, where Victor embodies both creator and destroyer.

- Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde explicitly presents duality through Jekyll's
transformation into Hyde, showcasing the coexistence of good and evil within
a single person.



The Consequences of Ambition and Scientific
Exploration

- Frankenstein serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of scientific
hubris. Victor's quest for knowledge leads to his downfall and the
destruction of those he loves.

- Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde reflects concerns about the moral implications of
scientific advancements. Jekyll’'s experimentation with his own identity
raises questions about ethical boundaries in the pursuit of personal freedom.

The Role of Society and Isolation

- In Frankenstein, the creature's isolation leads to his tragic
transformation into a monster, highlighting the importance of social
acceptance and the consequences of alienation.

- Conversely, Dr. Jekyll experiences societal pressure that drives him to
create Hyde as an outlet for his repressed desires, illustrating the conflict
between individual impulses and social conformity.

Literary Techniques

Both authors employ various literary techniques to enhance their narratives
and engage the reader.

Frankenstein's Techniques

- Epistolary Structure: The novel is framed through letters, offering
multiple perspectives and creating a sense of intimacy.

- Gothic Elements: Shelley uses dark settings, stormy weather, and an
atmosphere of dread to evoke a sense of horror.

- Symbolism: The creature symbolizes the fear of the unknown and the
consequences of man's hubris.

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde's Techniques

- Narrative Style: Stevenson employs a third-person perspective with a focus
on Utterson to create suspense and mystery.

- Imagery: Vivid descriptions of London’s fog and darkness reflect the moral
ambiguity of the characters.

- Foreshadowing: The gradual revelation of Hyde's character builds tension
and anticipation throughout the novella.



Impact and Legacy

Both Frankenstein and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde have left an indelible mark on
literature and popular culture.

- Influence on Horror and Science Fiction: These works have paved the way for
countless adaptations, reimaginings, and discussions about identity,
morality, and the human condition.

- Cultural References: Phrases and concepts from both works have entered
popular vernacular, such as "Frankenstein complex" and "Jekyll and Hyde
personality."

- Continued Relevance: The themes of ambition, duality, and moral conflict
resonate with contemporary issues in science, ethics, and psychology.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Frankenstein and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde delve deep into the
complexities of human existence, exploring the intersection of ambition,
identity, and morality. Through their unforgettable characters and rich
thematic content, both novels invite readers to reflect on the darker aspects
of humanity, making them timeless classics that continue to provoke thought
and discussion. Their enduring legacy serves as a reminder of the fine line
between creation and destruction, and the eternal struggle within us all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary themes explored in both
'Frankenstein' and 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

Both works explore themes of duality, the nature of humanity, and the
consequences of unchecked ambition and scientific exploration.

How do the protagonists in 'Frankenstein' and 'Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' reflect the struggle between
good and evil?

Victor Frankenstein embodies the dangers of ambition and the pursuit of
knowledge, while Dr. Jekyll represents the internal conflict of good and evil
within a single individual, ultimately leading to his downfall.

In what ways do both stories comment on the role of
society in shaping individual identity?
Both 'Frankenstein' and 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' highlight how societal



norms and expectations can lead individuals to suppress their true selves,
ultimately resulting in tragic consequences.

What role does isolation play in 'Frankenstein' and
'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

Isolation is a critical element in both narratives; Frankenstein's monster is
shunned by society, leading to his rage, while Jekyll's experiments isolate
him from his friends and moral compass, resulting in his transformation into
Hyde.

How are the scientific advancements of the time
reflected in 'Frankenstein' and 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde'?

Both novels reflect the anxieties surrounding scientific experimentation and
ethical boundaries during the Victorian era, questioning the morality of
pushing beyond natural limits.

What is the significance of the settings in
'Frankenstein' and 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The settings enhance the themes of the stories; the desolate landscapes of
'"Frankenstein' emphasize isolation and despair, while the foggy, dark streets
of Victorian London in 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' symbolize the hidden
dualities of human nature.

How do 'Frankenstein' and 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'
address the concept of the 'monstrous'?

Both texts challenge the notion of what it means to be monstrous; in
'Frankenstein', the creature is judged by his appearance despite his capacity
for empathy, while in 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde', the true monstrosity lies
within Jekyll's own actions and his alter ego, Hyde.
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Explore the intriguing parallels between Frankenstein and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Discover how
these classics delve into the duality of human nature. Learn more!
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