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Sentences, Fragments & Run-On Sentences

Decide if each of the following iz a sentence, a fragment, or a run-on
senfence.

« If it is o sentence, add the comect capitalization and punctuation.

« H it iz a hagment, add words to make a complele senfence and write it
on the line,

= H it is a run-on, rewrite it as two seporate sentences with comect
capitalization and puncivation.

1. Mark's best lend at school

2. Sheda raad hwio books [ast wesk myslery books ara her Iovorite

A winted i§ the best ecdon Decause wa can Qo sking

4. baked polatoss and ham

5. pulled all the weaeds in the garden

&, thay skated all aftemoon and playved in the snow

f. Daan walked to Efc"s houte thay walked 10 he librany logether

8. Jonah sunburmns easily he ahaays wears a hal in the sun_

boritra ond Aasyoeora

Fragments and run ons worksheet is an essential tool for educators and
students alike, aimed at enhancing understanding of sentence structure.
Mastering the art of constructing complete sentences while avoiding fragments
and run-ons is vital for effective communication. This article will delve
into the significance of fragments and run-ons, how to identify them, and
provide a comprehensive worksheet that can be utilized in educational
settings.

Understanding Fragments and Run-0Ons



What are Fragments?

Fragments are incomplete sentences that lack either a subject, a verb, or a
complete thought. They may seem like sentences at first glance, but they fail
to convey a complete idea. Recognizing fragments is crucial for improving
writing clarity and coherence.

e Example of a Fragment: "When we went to the park." (This sentence does
not express a complete thought.)

e Why Fragments Occur: Fragments often happen when dependent clauses are
used as standalone sentences.

What are Run-0ns?

Run-on sentences occur when two or more independent clauses are joined
without appropriate punctuation or conjunctions. This can lead to confusion
for the reader and disrupt the flow of writing.

e Example of a Run-On: "I love to read I do not have time." (This sentence
contains two independent clauses that are improperly connected.)

e Why Run-0Ons Occur: They usually arise from a lack of understanding of
how to properly connect ideas using punctuation or conjunctions.

The Importance of Identifying Fragments and
Run-0ns

Understanding and identifying fragments and run-ons is essential for several
reasons:

1. Enhances Clarity: Proper sentence structure improves the clarity of
writing, making it easier for readers to grasp the intended message.

2. Improves Writing Skills: Recognizing these errors helps writers develop
stronger sentence construction skills.

3. Boosts Academic Performance: Students who master sentence structure are
likely to perform better in writing assignments and assessments.



4. Encourages Effective Communication: Clear and coherent writing fosters
better communication in both academic and professional settings.

How to Identify Fragments and Run-Ons

Strategies for Identifying Fragments

To identify fragments, consider the following strategies:
e Check for Subjects and Verbs: Ensure that every sentence contains at
least one subject and one verb.

e Look for Complete Thoughts: Ask yourself if the sentence conveys a
complete idea.

e Review Dependent Clauses: Be cautious of sentences that start with

subordinating conjunctions (e.g., because, when, although) without a
main clause.

Strategies for Identifying Run-Ons

To identify run-on sentences, use these techniques:
e Find Independent Clauses: Look for two or more independent clauses that
could stand alone as sentences.

e Check for Proper Punctuation: Ensure that independent clauses are joined
with appropriate punctuation (commas, semicolons) or conjunctions.

e Read Aloud: Sometimes hearing the sentences can help reveal awkward
connections that indicate a run-on.

Creating a Fragments and Run-Ons Worksheet

A well-structured worksheet can be an effective educational tool for
practicing the identification and correction of fragments and run-ons. Below



is a suggested format for a worksheet.

Worksheet Sections

1. Identification Section
Provide sentences that include both fragments and run-ons. Ask students to
identify which sentences are fragments and which are run-ons.

Example:
“Although I was tired."
"I wanted to go to the party I didn't have a ride."

2. Correction Section
After identifying fragments and run-ons, students should rewrite the
sentences to correct them.

Example:

Fragment: "When I finished my homework."

Correction: "When I finished my homework, I felt relieved."
Run-0On: "The sun was setting it was getting dark."
Correction: "The sun was setting, and it was getting dark."

3. Creation Section
Ask students to create their own sentences, ensuring they avoid fragments and
run-ons. This encourages creativity while reinforcing the lesson.

Example:

- Write three complete sentences that express a clear idea without being
fragments or run-ons.

Tips for Educators

When teaching about fragments and run-ons, consider the following tips:
e Use Examples: Provide plenty of examples to illustrate the concepts
clearly.

e Encourage Peer Review: Allow students to review each other's work to
identify sentence structure errors collaboratively.

e Utilize Technology: Recommend grammar-checking tools that can help
students learn from their mistakes.

e Incorporate Fun Activities: Games and interactive exercises can make
learning about sentence structure engaging.



Conclusion

In conclusion, a fragments and run ons worksheet is an invaluable resource
for students and teachers aiming to enhance writing skills. By understanding
the differences between fragments and run-ons, and practicing identification
and correction techniques, students can significantly improve their writing
clarity and coherence. Armed with these tools, learners will be better
prepared to communicate effectively in their academic pursuits and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a fragment in writing?

A fragment is a group of words that does not express a complete thought,
often missing a subject or a verb.

How do you identify a run-on sentence?

A run-on sentence occurs when two or more independent clauses are improperly
joined without appropriate punctuation or conjunctions.

What are some common causes of sentence fragments?

Common causes of fragments include missing subjects, verbs, or subordinate
clauses that don't stand alone.

Can a fragment be corrected, and how?

Yes, a fragment can be corrected by adding the missing part to make it a
complete sentence, such as adding a subject or verb.

What is the difference between a fragment and a
complete sentence?

A complete sentence expresses a complete thought with at least a subject and
a verb, while a fragment does not.

What strategies can help avoid run-on sentences?

To avoid run-on sentences, use proper punctuation, break the sentence into
shorter sentences, or use conjunctions to connect clauses.

What is a common worksheet exercise for practicing



fragments?

A common worksheet exercise may involve identifying fragments in sentences
and revising them to create complete sentences.

What role do conjunctions play in preventing run-
ons?

Conjunctions help connect independent clauses properly, preventing run-on
sentences by establishing clear relationships between ideas.

How can teachers effectively use a fragments and
run-ons worksheet in class?

Teachers can use the worksheet for group activities, individual practice, or
as a quiz to assess students' understanding of sentence structure.
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FRAGMENT | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
Literary scholars are piecing together her last unpublished novel from fragments of a recently
discovered manuscript. The satellite will fragment and burn up as it falls through the earth's ...

FRAGMENT definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary
A fragment is a solid piece of something which has broken off from a structure, component, or
vessel. In the preliminary stages of rock crushing, the fragments are large and angular. The ...

FRAGMENT Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
fragment applies to a part produced by or as if by breaking off. Noun The dish lay in fragments on
the floor. I could only hear fragments of their conversation. Verb The party is fragmenting into ...

FRAGMENT Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com
Fragment most commonly refers to a part that has broken off rather than one that has been
separated gently or intentionally, as in The vase smashed into a million fragments.

Fragment - Definition, Meaning, Synonyms & Etymology
A small piece or section that has been broken off or separated from a larger whole. "small fragments
of pottery" "The vase shattered into a million fragments upon hitting the floor."

fragment - Wiktionary, the free dictionary
Jul 21, 2025 - fragment (third-person singular simple present fragments, present participle
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fragmenting, simple past and past participle fragmented) (intransitive) To break apart.

Fragments - definition of fragments by The Free Dictionary
1. a piece broken off or detached: fragments of rock. 2. an incomplete piece; portion: fragments of a

novel.

Fragment Definition & Meaning | YourDictiona
An incomplete or isolated portion; a bit. Overheard fragments of their conversation; extant
fragments of an old manuscript.

Sentence Fragments | Robert Gillespie Academic Skills Centre
A sentence fragment is part of a sentence and cannot stand on its own as a sentence. It lacks a
subject or a verb or both. How to identify a sentence fragment? It only has a dependent clause ...

Fragment Definition & Meaning | Britannica Dictionary
The dish lay in fragments on the floor. I could only hear fragments of their conversation. The party is
fragmenting into warring factions. These issues are fragmenting our society. We live in an ...

FRAGMENT | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary

Literary scholars are piecing together her last unpublished novel from fragments of a recently
discovered manuscript. The satellite will fragment and burn up as it falls through the earth's ...

FRAGMENT definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary

A fragment is a solid piece of something which has broken off from a structure, component, or
vessel. In the preliminary stages of rock crushing, the fragments are large and angular. The clay
particle is a fragment of the crushed rock with no particular crystalline form or shape.

FRAGMENT Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster

fragment applies to a part produced by or as if by breaking off. Noun The dish lay in fragments on
the floor. I could only hear fragments of their conversation. Verb The party is fragmenting into
warring factions. These issues are fragmenting our society. property being fragmented into ...

FRAGMENT Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com
Fragment most commonly refers to a part that has broken off rather than one that has been
separated gently or intentionally, as in The vase smashed into a million fragments.

Fragment - Definition, Meaning, Synonyms & Etymology
A small piece or section that has been broken off or separated from a larger whole. "small fragments
of pottery" "The vase shattered into a million fragments upon hitting the floor."

fragment - Wiktionary, the free dictionary
Jul 21, 2025 - fragment (third-person singular simple present fragments, present participle
fragmenting, simple past and past participle fragmented) (intransitive) To break apart.

Fragments - definition of fragments by The Free Dictionary
1. a piece broken off or detached: fragments of rock. 2. an incomplete piece; portion: fragments of a
novel.

Fragment Definition & Meaning | YourDictionary
An incomplete or isolated portion; a bit. Overheard fragments of their conversation; extant
fragments of an old manuscript.



Sentence Fragments | Robert Gillespie Academic Skills Centre

A sentence fragment is part of a sentence and cannot stand on its own as a sentence. It lacks a
subject or a verb or both. How to identify a sentence fragment? It only has a dependent clause (also
known as subordinate clause).

Fragment Definition & Meaning | Britannica Dictionary

The dish lay in fragments on the floor. I could only hear fragments of their conversation. The party is
fragmenting into warring factions. These issues are fragmenting our society. We live in an ...

Enhance your writing skills with our comprehensive fragments and run-ons worksheet. Learn how to
identify and correct errors effectively. Discover how today!
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