Fort Benning Basic Training Units

Fort Benning Basic Training Units are an integral part of the United States
Army's training program, designed to prepare new soldiers for their military
careers. Located in Georgia, Fort Benning has a rich history and serves as a
primary training site for various units, including infantry, armor, and
airborne forces. This article will delve into the various basic training
units at Fort Benning, their functions, and how they contribute to the
overall mission of the Army.

Overview of Fort Benning

Fort Benning, established in 1918, is a key installation for the U.S. Army,
primarily focusing on training soldiers in infantry and armor specialties. It
is home to several important units and schools, including:

Army Infantry School
Army Armor School
Army Airborne School
Army Ranger School
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The fort's strategic location, extensive training facilities, and experienced
cadre make it an ideal environment for soldier development.

Basic Training Units at Fort Benning

The basic training units at Fort Benning are organized to provide



comprehensive training programs for recruits. These units include:

1. U.S. Army Infantry Regiment

The U.S. Army Infantry Regiment at Fort Benning is responsible for training
soldiers in the fundamental skills required for infantry operations. The
program emphasizes:

- Weapons handling and marksmanship
- Tactical maneuvers

- Physical fitness

- Teamwork and leadership

Soldiers undergo rigorous training, including live-fire exercises, urban
combat simulations, and field operations. This unit is crucial for preparing
infantry soldiers for combat scenarios.

2. U.S. Army Armor School

The U.S. Army Armor School at Fort Benning trains soldiers in the operation
and maintenance of armored vehicles and systems. Key areas of focus include:

- Tank operations and tactics
- Reconnaissance and security missions
- Vehicle maintenance and repair

Training in this unit is vital for those who aspire to serve in armored
divisions, ensuring they are equipped with the necessary skills to operate
effectively in combat situations.

3. U.S. Army Airborne School

The U.S. Army Airborne School, also known as the "Home of the Airborne,"
trains soldiers to conduct parachute operations. The program includes:

- Ground training in parachuting techniques
- Tower training for parachute jumps
- Jumping from aircraft

Graduates of this school earn the coveted parachutist badge and are prepared
for airborne operations, which can be critical for rapid deployment in
various missions.



4. U.S. Army Ranger School

Ranger School is one of the most challenging leadership schools in the Army
and is designed to develop the skills and confidence of soldiers. Key
components of the training include:

- Small unit tactics
- Survival, evasion, resistance, and escape (SERE) techniques

- Leadership under stress

Graduates of Ranger School are recognized as elite soldiers, capable of
operating in complex and demanding environments.

The Basic Training Process

The basic training process at Fort Benning typically lasts around 10 weeks
and is divided into three phases:

Phase 1: Red Phase

During the Red Phase, recruits focus on:

- Basic soldiering skills
- Physical fitness training
- Drill and ceremony

This phase is designed to instill discipline and teamwork, laying the
foundation for further training.

Phase 2: White Phase

In the White Phase, soldiers begin to learn specific skills related to their
assigned military occupational specialty (MOS). Training includes:

- Weapons training and qualification
- Tactical exercises
- Situational training exercises (STX)

This phase emphasizes practical application and prepares recruits for real-
world scenarios.



Phase 3: Blue Phase

The Blue Phase is the final stage of basic training, focusing on advanced
skills and preparations for graduation. Key components include:

- Field training exercises
- Final evaluations and tests
- Preparation for transition to advanced individual training (AIT)

At the end of the Blue Phase, soldiers participate in a graduation ceremony,
marking their successful completion of basic training.

Importance of Fort Benning Basic Training Units

The basic training units at Fort Benning play a crucial role in shaping the
future of the U.S. Army. Their importance can be summarized in the following
points:

Preparation for Combat: Training units focus on equipping soldiers with
the skills necessary for effective combat operations.

e Leadership Development: Programs like Ranger School emphasize
leadership, preparing soldiers to take charge in high-pressure
situations.

e Physical Fitness: The rigorous physical training ensures that soldiers
are in top condition to meet the demands of military service.

e Teamwork and Cohesion: Basic training fosters camaraderie and teamwork,
essential for mission success in the Army.

e Adaptability: Soldiers are trained to adapt to changing environments and
challenges, making them versatile and effective in various roles.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Fort Benning Basic Training Units are essential to the
development of well-rounded, capable soldiers ready to serve in the U.S.
Army. From the rigorous training provided by the Infantry and Armor Schools
to the elite standards set by the Airborne and Ranger Schools, each unit
contributes significantly to the Army's mission. The comprehensive training
programs ensure that soldiers emerge from Fort Benning prepared for the
challenges they will face in their military careers, embodying the values of



discipline, leadership, and teamwork. As such, Fort Benning remains a
cornerstone of Army training and readiness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main types of units at Fort Benning
during basic training?

Fort Benning primarily hosts Infantry units, including Basic Combat Training
(BCT) units, Advanced Individual Training (AIT) for Infantry Soldiers, and
specialized units like Ranger and Airborne.

How long does basic training last at Fort Benning?

Basic Combat Training at Fort Benning typically lasts for 10 weeks, followed
by additional training for specific military occupational specialties.

What is the role of the Drill Sergeant in Fort
Benning's basic training units?

Drill Sergeants at Fort Benning are responsible for training, mentoring, and
evaluating recruits, ensuring they meet the Army's physical, mental, and
emotional standards.

What fitness standards must recruits meet in Fort
Benning's basic training?

Recruits must pass the Army Combat Fitness Test (ACFT), which includes events
like push-ups, sit-ups, a 2-mile run, and other tests that evaluate strength,
endurance, and agility.

Are there specific units for female recruits at Fort
Benning?

Yes, Fort Benning has integrated training units for female recruits, ensuring
they receive the same quality of training while also addressing any unique
needs.

What training facilities are available at Fort
Benning for basic training units?

Fort Benning boasts modern training facilities, including ranges, obstacle
courses, classrooms, and simulation centers, which support comprehensive
training for all soldiers.
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