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The paintings are not about people; they are about images. They are about the negative stereotypes that
African Americans still buy into. What if the Jews never talked about the holocaust?” (Cohen, 3). Michael
Ray Charles explains, due to the colossal amount of hate mail he has received about his paintings. The
Forever Free Post lithograph series, like most of Charles work, reveals an unnerving message to African-
Americans and Caucastans alike. The resurrection of nineteenth and twentieth century iconic ad icons
such as Samba and Mammy, are more disturbing in the twenty-first century in the climate of tolerance we
live in. This doesn't stop Charles from recreating timeless imagery to challenge our parception of race.
Mor does it seem to affect the value of this neo-traditionalists work. Charles® paintings and lithographs can
be found all over the world at contemporary art museums in New York, London, Milan, Amsterdam and
more, The Forever Free Post is series containing five lithographs which are stylized as nineteenth century
circus and preduct advertisement posters. These lithographs are on woven paper, and were created with
Charles’ signature painting technigue of oil wash and copper, distinguishing the look of the past. His
signature, a copper penny with the Abraham Linceln up represents society's lowest value, the penny,
wiich ironically is a different color than all other American coln currency, Charles, Michael Ray, Forever
Frea Past. 1995, Lithograph, Private Collection, Mew York, Charles, a Loulsiana native, graduated from
MeMeese State University in 1989 where he earned a BFA in advertising and design. From there he
continuad his eduecation at the University of Texes where b recebved an MEA and [ater became a teacher
at that same university. Charles' formal art and marketing focus s rellected in everyihing he creates: he s
obsessad with communications, The influences of marketing and consumplion on the masses s why he
startod digging up and analyzing these nineteenth cantury Images. What was the motive behind blacklace
and athar racially driven marketing? What type of values did these messages creale and what stereatypes
did they perpetuate? Challenging these questions became Charbes’ personal dissertation. Many African
Amaricans have criticized his work, claiming Charles is capitalizing on imagery that is shamelul 1o the
African-American Heritage, Which Charles replies, *These images are about deconstructing symbols and
tracing their history, past and present. They should make everyone uncomfortable.” (Heller B) The two-
dimensional lithograph above of an African-American lady liberty i5 a representation of the stereotypical
single mom, welfare recipiant. The lady iberty, with the emphasized Sambo smile depicting a watermaelan,
i5 hulfilling the American dream which is why her hair is blonde. The picture of the baby carriage is part of
this false balieve systern propagated by many paliticians over the decades. This image is alluding 1o the
idea that African-Amaerican woman have as much children as they passibly can in order to collect more
welfare and receive higher tax returns. The slamp thatl reads, Free as Always on the right side of the
lithagraph is another racial construct that African-Americans expect evarything for free, This image
alludes to the rationalities that African-Americans are lazy and will...
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Formal art analysis example is a critical approach to understanding and
interpreting works of art. It provides a systematic method for examining the
visual elements that compose a piece, allowing viewers to appreciate the
artist's techniques, intentions, and the overall aesthetic experience. By
focusing on the formal qualities of an artwork rather than its historical
context or emotional content, formal analysis encourages deeper engagement
with the piece. In this article, we will explore the essential components of
formal art analysis, provide a step-by-step example, and discuss the
significance of this method in art appreciation.

Understanding Formal Art Analysis

Formal art analysis involves breaking down an artwork into its fundamental
components to better understand how these elements contribute to the overall
effect of the piece. This method emphasizes the visual aspects of art,
including:



e Line

e Shape

e F'orm

e Color

e Texture
e Space

e Composition

By focusing on these elements, viewers can gain insights into the artist's
choices and the work’s impact on the audience.

The Importance of Formal Art Analysis

1. Enhances Observation Skills: Engaging in formal analysis cultivates a more
discerning eye, allowing viewers to notice details they might otherwise
overlook.

2. Promotes Critical Thinking: By evaluating how different elements work
together, individuals develop their ability to analyze and interpret art
meaningfully.

3. Facilitates Communication: Understanding the terminology and concepts of
formal analysis enables more effective discussions about art among peers,

educators, and artists.

4. Builds Appreciation: A deeper understanding of an artwork’s construction
can lead to greater appreciation for the artist's skill and intention.

Steps for Conducting a Formal Art Analysis

To conduct a formal art analysis, follow these steps:

Step 1: Select the Artwork

Choose a specific piece of art to analyze. This could be a painting,
sculpture, photograph, or any other form of visual art. For this example,
let’s analyze Vincent van Gogh's famous painting, "Starry Night."

Step 2: Describe the Visual Elements

In this step, focus on the various formal elements present in the artwork.
Here’'s a breakdown for "Starry Night":



— Line: Notice the swirling lines that create movement throughout the sky,
contrasting with the rigid, straight lines of the cypress tree and the
village below.

— Shape: Identify the organic shapes of the clouds and stars versus the
geometric shapes of the buildings.

— Color: Observe the vibrant blues and yellows. The blue hues dominate the
background, while yellow highlights draw attention to the stars and moon.

- Texture: Consider the thick application of paint (impasto) that gives the
surface a tactile quality, adding depth and dimension.

— Space: Analyze the depth created by the layering of elements, with the
cypress tree in the foreground and the swirling sky receding into the
distance.

— Composition: Examine how the elements are arranged; the balance of the
cypress tree on the left contrasts with the celestial forms on the right,
creating a dynamic tension.

Step 3: Analyze the Composition

After describing the visual elements, analyze how they work together. In
"Starry Night," the dynamic swirls of the sky create a sense of movement and
emotion, suggesting turbulence or passion contrasted against the calmness of
the sleeping village. The cypress tree serves as a bridge between the earth
and the sky, symbolizing a connection between life and the cosmos.

Step 4: Consider the Overall Impact

Reflect on how the formal elements contribute to the overall impact of the
artwork. In "Starry Night," van Gogh's use of color and line generates a
dreamlike quality, evoking feelings of wonder and contemplation. The painting
invites viewers to explore their emotions and thoughts about the universe,
life, and existence.

Step 5: Formulate Your Interpretation

Based on your analysis, develop an interpretation of the artwork. While
formal analysis focuses on visual components, it can lead to insights about
the thematic and emotional content. For example, "Starry Night" may be
interpreted as a reflection of van Gogh's inner turmoil and his search for
solace in the beauty of the night sky.

Benefits of Formal Art Analysis

Engaging in formal art analysis can be beneficial for wvarious groups,
including students, artists, and art enthusiasts. Here are some key
advantages:



e Educational Value: Students learn to articulate their observations and
thoughts about art, enhancing critical thinking and analytical skills.

e Creative Development: Artists can benefit from analyzing their own work
or the work of others to refine their techniques and explore new ideas.

e Informed Appreciation: Art lovers gain a richer understanding of the
complexities of art, leading to a deeper enjoyment of the medium.

Conclusion

In summary, a formal art analysis example illustrates the importance of
examining the wvisual elements of an artwork to enhance understanding and
appreciation. By following a structured approach to analysis, individuals can
uncover the layers of meaning embedded in a piece and appreciate the skill
and intent of the artist. Whether one is a student, aspiring artist, or
simply an art enthusiast, engaging in formal analysis can profoundly enrich
the experience of viewing and interpreting art. As we continue to explore the
world of art, let us embrace the opportunity to analyze and connect with the
beauty and complexity that each piece offers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is formal art analysis?

Formal art analysis is a method of evaluating and interpreting a piece of art
by examining its wvisual elements, such as line, color, shape, form, texture,
and composition, without considering external context like historical
background or artist intention.

How do I start a formal art analysis?

Begin by closely observing the artwork and noting its visual characteristics.
Identify the elements of art present, such as color schemes, shapes, and
lines, and consider how they interact to create overall composition and
meaning.

Can you provide an example of formal art analysis?

Sure! For Vincent van Gogh's 'Starry Night', one might analyze the swirling
lines of the sky, the contrasting colors of blues and yellows, and the use of
thick brushstrokes to convey emotion and movement, focusing solely on these
elements rather than the artist's biography or historical context.

What are the main elements to focus on in formal art
analysis?

Key elements to focus on include line, shape, color, texture, space, and
form. Additionally, consider principles of design such as balance, contrast,
emphasis, movement, pattern, rhythm, and unity.



Is formal art analysis applicable to all art forms?

Yes, formal art analysis can be applied to various art forms, including
painting, sculpture, photography, and even digital art. The principles of
visual elements and design are relevant across different mediums.

What is the benefit of conducting a formal art
analysis?

Conducting a formal art analysis enhances one's understanding and
appreciation of art by encouraging a deeper examination of visual components,
promoting critical thinking, and fostering a greater awareness of how artists
communicate through visual language.
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Sep 7, 2015 - Note: Below testing on 1st Gen Peloton bike tablet, running Android v4.1.1 Note 2:
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Oct 28, 2022 - The world's largest Peloton community. We exist as a global gathering place for
Peloton members to form meaningful connections with other Peloton members. Regardless of ...

Final Check Before Ordering - Bike vs. Bike+ : r/pelotoncycle
Sep 13, 2020 - The Bike being cheaper and now used bikes helps folks who want to stretch to join
the pack but can’t really afford it. Ultimately the bike isn’t the money maker for Peloton, it’s the ...

If you're not utilizing the Peloton Bike with subscription ... - Reddit
I would never buy a peloton and not use the subscription. I believe you’re limited to maybe one or

two preloaded classes and a ride-only option (no instructor or music). If you're looking at $900 ...

Cannot start a class - App issue : r/pelotoncycle - Reddit
Sep 1, 2020 - The world's largest Peloton community. We exist as a global gathering place for
Peloton members to form meaningful connections with other Peloton members. Regardless of ...
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Knee Pain Cheat Sheet : r/pelotoncycle - Reddit
Jan 12, 2022 - The idea of how to make adjustments is the same concept. I agree my road bike is set
up slightly different than my peloton but any time I've got a new bike (Peloton or road bike), ...

Peloton bike+ screen replacement : r/pelotoncycle - Reddit
Sep 29, 2022 - Contacted peloton and after some “troubleshooting” (ie. unplugging the bike), the
screen continues to be unresponsive and they are quoting $1300 CAD for a new screen plus ...

Purchase Price Analysis - Rental Program : r/pelotoncycle

Aug 17, 2023 - My wife and I are considering purchasing a Peloton and we were interested in the
rental program. [ wanted to analyze the overall purchase price of the bike throughout the ...
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