
Franz Schubert List Of Works

Franz Schubert list of works represents a vast and diverse collection of compositions
that have significantly influenced classical music. Born in Vienna in 1797, Schubert was a
prolific composer who created over 600 lieder (songs), symphonies, chamber music, and
piano works, among other genres. His music is characterized by its lyrical melodies, rich
harmonies, and innovative forms. In this article, we will explore the various categories of
Schubert's works, highlight some of his most notable compositions, and discuss his lasting
impact on the world of music.

Overview of Schubert's Compositional Style

Franz Schubert's music reflects the transitional period between the Classical and
Romantic eras. His style is marked by:

- Lyrical Melodies: Schubert had a remarkable ability to create memorable and expressive
melodies that resonate with the listener.
- Harmonic Innovation: His use of chromaticism and modulations was ahead of his time,
allowing for more emotional depth and complexity in his works.
- Form and Structure: While Schubert often adhered to traditional forms such as sonata-
allegro and rondo, he also experimented with structure, leading to unique developments



within his compositions.
- Emotional Expression: Many of Schubert's works convey deep emotions, often reflecting
themes of love, longing, and the beauty of nature.

Categories of Works

Franz Schubert's oeuvre can be categorized into several distinct genres, each showcasing
his versatility and creativity.

Lieder (Songs)

Schubert is perhaps best known for his contributions to the art song, or Lied. He
composed more than 600 songs, many of which are staples of the vocal repertoire today.
Notable works include:

1. "Gretchen am Spinnrade" (D. 118): Based on Goethe's "Faust," this song captures
Gretchen's emotional turmoil as she reflects on her love for Faust.
2. "Die Forelle" (D. 550): A charming song about a trout, this piece is celebrated for its
playful melody and vivid imagery.
3. "Ave Maria" (D. 839): A serene and spiritual piece, often performed in religious settings.
4. "An die Musik" (D. 547): A tribute to the power of music, this song expresses gratitude
for its ability to uplift the soul.
5. "Winterreise" (D. 911): A song cycle consisting of 24 songs, this poignant work explores
themes of lost love and despair, showcasing Schubert's depth as a composer.

Chamber Music

Schubert's chamber music is renowned for its rich textures and intricate interplay
between instruments. Some of his most important chamber works include:

- Piano Quintet in A major, D. 667 ("The Trout"): This quintet features a theme and
variations based on his earlier song "Die Forelle," showcasing a delightful blend of lyrical
and playful elements.
- String Quartet No. 14 in D minor, D. 810 ("Death and the Maiden"): An intense and
dramatic work, it explores themes of mortality and fate, with the second movement
featuring a haunting theme based on Schubert's song of the same name.
- Piano Trio in E flat major, D. 929: This trio is celebrated for its lyrical beauty and
emotional depth, making it one of Schubert's most beloved chamber works.

Symphonies

Schubert composed a total of nine symphonies, although only the last three were
completed during his lifetime. His symphonic works are characterized by their lyrical



themes and innovative orchestration. Notable symphonies include:

- Symphony No. 8 in B minor, D. 759 ("Unfinished"): Despite being incomplete, this
symphony is a masterpiece, featuring two beautifully crafted movements that express a
range of emotions.
- Symphony No. 9 in C major, D. 944 ("The Great"): This symphony is notable for its grand
scale and symphonic richness, often regarded as one of Schubert's finest achievements.
- Symphony No. 6 in C major, D. 589: A light-hearted and cheerful work, it reflects the
Classical traditions while hinting at Schubert's unique voice.

Piano Works

Schubert's contributions to piano music encompass sonatas, impromptus, and other forms.
His piano works are often characterized by their lyrical melodies and harmonic
exploration. Key compositions include:

- Piano Sonata in A major, D. 959: This sonata showcases Schubert's lyrical style, with
themes that are both poignant and uplifting.
- Impromptus, D. 899 and D. 935: These sets of impromptus are beloved for their
expressiveness and technical brilliance, often performed in concert settings.
- Moment Musical, D. 780: A collection of six short pieces that capture a variety of moods
and emotions, illustrating Schubert's ability to convey depth in compact forms.

Other Notable Works

In addition to the aforementioned genres, Schubert composed a range of other works,
including operas, masses, and choral compositions. Some noteworthy pieces include:

- "Rosamunde" (D. 797): An incidental music score for a play, it includes the famous
"Rosamunde" theme and is regarded as one of Schubert's most beautiful orchestral works.
- "Mass in E flat major" (D. 950): This mass is celebrated for its grandeur and emotional
depth, combining choral writing with orchestral richness.
- "Der Hirt auf dem Felsen" (D. 965): A vocal serenade for soprano, clarinet, and piano, it
exemplifies Schubert's ability to blend vocal and instrumental lines seamlessly.

Legacy and Influence

Franz Schubert's impact on music extends far beyond his lifetime. His innovative approach
to melody, harmony, and form laid the groundwork for future composers of the Romantic
era and beyond.

- Influence on Later Composers: Schubert's work influenced notable composers such as
Johannes Brahms, Gustav Mahler, and even the early 20th-century composer Arnold
Schoenberg. His song cycles inspired later songwriters, including Robert Schumann and
Hugo Wolf.



- Revival of Interest: In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, there was a revival of
interest in Schubert's music, leading to performances and recordings that brought his
works to a wider audience. This resurgence cemented his reputation as one of the great
composers of the Western canon.
- Cultural Impact: Schubert's music continues to resonate in popular culture, from film
scores to modern interpretations by contemporary artists, ensuring that his legacy
endures.

Conclusion

Franz Schubert's list of works is a testament to his extraordinary talent and creativity. His
ability to convey profound emotions through music has left an indelible mark on the
classical repertoire. From his enchanting lieder to his innovative chamber and orchestral
music, Schubert's compositions continue to be performed and cherished around the world.
As we explore his body of work, we gain insight into the heart and soul of one of history's
most beloved composers, whose music transcends time and remains a source of
inspiration for musicians and audiences alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of Franz Schubert's most famous works?
Some of Franz Schubert's most famous works include 'Symphony No. 8 in B minor'
(Unfinished), 'Ave Maria', 'Die schöne Müllerin' (song cycle), and 'Piano Quintet in A
major' (The Trout).

How many symphonies did Franz Schubert compose?
Franz Schubert composed a total of 9 symphonies, with Symphony No. 8 in B minor being
the most renowned as the 'Unfinished Symphony'.

What is the significance of Schubert's song cycles?
Schubert's song cycles, particularly 'Die schöne Müllerin' and 'Winterreise', are significant
for their emotional depth and cohesive storytelling through music, establishing a model for
future song cycles.

Did Schubert write any operas?
Yes, Franz Schubert wrote several operas, with 'Fierabras' being the most well-known,
although many of his operatic works remain lesser-known compared to his songs and
symphonies.

What are Schubert's contributions to chamber music?
Franz Schubert made significant contributions to chamber music, including works like
'String Quintet in C major' and 'Piano Quintet in A major' (The Trout), which are



celebrated for their lyrical melodies and innovative structures.

Which piano sonatas are attributed to Schubert?
Franz Schubert composed several piano sonatas, with notable ones being Piano Sonata in
C major, D. 840 and Piano Sonata in A major, D. 959, showcasing his lyrical style and
harmonic creativity.

What is the 'Trout Quintet' and why is it famous?
The 'Trout Quintet', officially known as Piano Quintet in A major, D. 667, is famous for its
cheerful melodies and innovative use of a theme from Schubert's earlier Lied 'Die Forelle',
or 'The Trout'.

How did Schubert's work influence later composers?
Franz Schubert's work influenced later composers like Brahms and Mahler through his
innovative use of harmony, lyrical melodies, and the development of the song cycle, paving
the way for Romantic music.

What is the importance of Schubert's lieder?
Schubert's lieder (songs) are important for their emotional intensity and musical depth,
elevating the genre and influencing subsequent generations of composers in the art of
song.
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