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Understanding the Form I-765 Worksheet

Form I-765 worksheet is a critical document for individuals seeking
employment authorization in the United States. This form, officially known as
the "Application for Employment Authorization," allows eligible non-citizens
to request permission to work in the U.S. Understanding how to properly fill
out the Form I-765 worksheet is essential for applicants who wish to avoid
delays or denials in their application process.

In this article, we will explore the purpose of the Form I-765, who can
apply, how to complete the worksheet, and tips for a successful submission.



Purpose of Form I-765

Form I-765 serves several key functions:

e It allows eligible applicants to request authorization to work in the
United States.

e It serves as a tool for the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) to evaluate the eligibility of applicants.

e It provides a record of employment authorization for individuals in
various immigration categories.

By completing the Form I-765 worksheet, applicants can legally obtain
employment in the United States, which is crucial for their financial
stability and integration into American society.

Who Can Apply for Form I-7657?

Not everyone is eligible to file Form I-765. The following groups may apply:

1. Asylees and Refugees: Individuals who have been granted asylum or
refugee status can apply for work authorization.

2. Temporary Protected Status (TPS) Recipients: Those with TPS may apply
for employment authorization.

F-1 Students: Students who wish to engage in Optional Practical Training
(OPT) or Curricular Practical Training (CPT) must submit this form.
4. Adjustment of Status Applicants: Individuals who have filed for

adjustment of status (Form I-485) may request work authorization.

5. Certain Nonimmigrants: Certain visa holders, including H-4, L-2, and 0-3
dependents, may also qualify.

Each category has specific requirements, so it is vital to determine
eligibility before proceeding with the application.



How to Complete the Form I-765 Worksheet

Filling out the Form I-765 worksheet accurately is essential for a smooth
application process. Below is a step-by-step guide on how to complete this
form:

Step 1: Download the Form

Begin by downloading the latest version of Form I-765 from the USCIS website.
Ensure that you are using the most current version, as outdated forms may not
be accepted.

Step 2: Gather Required Documents

Before filling out the form, gather all necessary documents, including:
e A copy of your current immigration status document (e.g., I-94, I-20, or
approval notice).
e Two recent passport-sized photos that meet USCIS specifications.
e A copy of any previous work authorization documents, if applicable.

e Payment for the filing fee (if required).

Step 3: Complete the Form

Now it's time to fill out the form. Pay careful attention to each section:

- Part 1: Information About You
Provide your personal information, including your name, address, date of
birth, and country of citizenship.

- Part 2: Application Type
Select the appropriate category for your application. This will depend on
your immigration status or the basis for your work authorization.

- Part 3: Information About Your Eligibility
Answer questions related to your eligibility for employment authorization. Be
honest and thorough.

- Part 4: Additional Information



If you need more space to explain any answers, use the additional pages
provided at the end of the form.

- Signature
Don’t forget to sign and date the form, as an unsigned application will be
rejected.

Step 4: Review Your Application

After completing the form, review it carefully. Check for any errors or
missing information, as these can lead to delays. It may also be beneficial
to have someone else review your application to catch mistakes you might have
overlooked.

Step 5: Submit the Application

Submit the completed Form I-765 along with all required documents and the
filing fee. Make sure to send it to the correct USCIS address, which can vary
depending on your location and the specific basis for your application.

Tips for a Successful Submission

To ensure your Form I-765 worksheet is processed smoothly, consider these
tips:

e Check the Filing Fee: Make sure you pay the correct filing fee, as it is
subject to change. Refer to the USCIS website for the latest fee
schedule.

e Use a Trackable Mailing Method: When submitting your application, use a
trackable mailing method to confirm delivery.

e Keep Copies: Always keep copies of your completed application and any
documents you submit for your records.

e Follow Up: After submission, you can track the status of your
application online using the receipt number provided by USCIS.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

Understanding common mistakes can help you avoid pitfalls in the application
process:

e Incomplete Forms: Ensure all sections are filled out completely.
e Incorrect Filing Fee: Double-check the fee amount and payment method.
e Missing Signature: Don’t forget to sign the form!

e Submitting the Wrong Version: Always use the most recent version of the
form.

Conclusion

The Form I-765 worksheet is an essential document for individuals seeking
employment authorization in the United States. By understanding its purpose,
eligibility requirements, and the process for completion, applicants can
navigate the application successfully. Paying careful attention to detail,
avoiding common mistakes, and following tips for submission can significantly
enhance the chances of a successful outcome.

For further assistance, consider consulting an immigration attorney or a
qualified professional experienced in immigration matters to ensure that your
application is completed correctly and efficiently.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Form I-765 and why is it important?

Form I-765, Application for Employment Authorization, is used by certain non-
citizens to request permission to work in the United States. It is important
because it allows eligible individuals to obtain work authorization while
their immigration status is being processed.

Who is eligible to file Form I-7657?

Eligibility to file Form I-765 varies depending on the applicant's
immigration status. Common categories include individuals with pending asylum
applications, students on OPT (Optional Practical Training), and those with
certain types of visas. It's essential to check the specific eligibility
criteria listed by USCIS.



What documents are required to submit with Form
I-7657

When submitting Form I-765, applicants typically need to include a copy of
their immigration status documents, a passport-style photo, and the
appropriate filing fee. Additional documents may be required based on the
eligibility category.

How long does it take to process Form I-765?

Processing times for Form I-765 can vary widely based on the applicant's
category and the current workload of USCIS. Generally, it can take anywhere
from a few weeks to several months. Applicants can check current processing
times on the USCIS website.

What should I do if my Form I-765 is denied?

If Form I-765 is denied, the applicant will receive a notice explaining the
reasons for the denial. They may have the option to appeal the decision or
reapply, depending on the circumstances. It's advisable to consult with an
immigration attorney to explore the best course of action.
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