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Freddie Mercury: The Great Pretender

Freddie Mercury, the iconic lead singer of the rock band Queen, is often
celebrated for his extraordinary vocal range, flamboyant stage presence, and
his ability to connect with audiences. Among his many achievements, one of
the most intriguing aspects of Mercury's career is his solo work,
particularly the song “The Great Pretender.” This article explores the
significance of this song, its background, and how it reflects Mercury's
complex persona both as an artist and an individual.

Background of "The Great Pretender"

Released in 1987, “The Great Pretender” is a cover of a classic song
originally performed by The Platters in 1955. The song was written by Buck
Ram and is characterized by its poignant lyrics and lush melodies. The
Platters’ version was a massive hit, reaching the top of the charts and
becoming a timeless classic. Mercury's rendition, however, adds a unique
twist that showcases his exceptional vocal talent and emotional depth.



Freddie's Interpretation

Freddie Mercury's version of "The Great Pretender" stands out for several
reasons:

1. Vocal Mastery: Mercury's vocal performance is emotional and powerful. His
ability to convey vulnerability while maintaining his signature operatic
style is captivating. The way he shifts from soft, tender moments to
explosive power highlights his range and control.

2. Production Quality: The production of Mercury's version features lush
orchestration, with strings and backing vocals enhancing the emotional weight
of the song. The arrangement complements Mercury's voice without
overshadowing it.

3. Personal Connection: Many fans and critics believe that the song resonates
deeply with Mercury’'s personal life. The lyrics speak to themes of loneliness
and the facade people often put on to hide their true feelings, reflecting
Mercury’s own struggles with identity and acceptance.

Thematic Analysis

“The Great Pretender” delves into themes of pretense, loneliness, and the
search for authenticity. These themes are prevalent not only in the song but
throughout Mercury's life and career.

Pretense and Authenticity

Mercury was known for his larger-than-life persona on stage, often embodying
a character that was both flamboyant and confident. However, this public
persona often masked his private struggles. The lyrics of “The Great
Pretender” speak to the dichotomy between the public and private self:

- Public Facade: The character in the song pretends to be happy and carefree
while hiding their true feelings. This mirrors Mercury’s own experience as an
entertainer, where he often had to put on a brave face even when he was
dealing with personal turmoil.

- Search for Connection: The song captures the longing for genuine
connection, highlighting the loneliness that can accompany a life of
pretense. Mercury's own life, filled with fame and success, was often
punctuated by moments of isolation.



Loneliness and Vulnerability

Mercury’s life was marked by a struggle with loneliness, a theme that
resonates strongly in “The Great Pretender.” Despite his immense popularity,
he often felt disconnected from those around him. The song's poignant lyrics
encapsulate this sense of isolation:

- Emotional Depth: The portrayal of vulnerability in the song is striking.
Mercury’s ability to convey deep emotions through his music allows listeners
to connect with the underlying message.

- Relatability: Many people can relate to the feelings expressed in the
song—whether it’s the desire to fit in or the struggle to express one’s true
self. This universality is part of what makes the song timeless.

Legacy of "The Great Pretender”

Freddie Mercury's version of “The Great Pretender” has left a lasting impact
on both fans and the music industry. Its release added to Mercury's already
impressive legacy as a solo artist, showcasing his versatility beyond Queen.

Influence on Other Artists

Mercury’s interpretation of “The Great Pretender” has influenced various
artists across genres. His unique style and emotional delivery have inspired
countless musicians to explore themes of vulnerability and authenticity in
their own work. Some notable influences include:

- Pop Artists: Many contemporary pop artists have cited Mercury as an
influence in their approach to performance, particularly in how they express
emotion through music.

- Tribute Performances: Numerous tribute acts and artists have covered “The
Great Pretender,” citing Mercury’s version as a benchmark for emotional
authenticity and vocal prowess.

Enduring Popularity

Even decades after its release, “The Great Pretender” continues to resonate
with audiences. The song has appeared in various films, television shows, and
commercials, further cementing its place in popular culture.

- Cultural References: The song has been used in numerous media contexts to
evoke themes of love, loss, and the struggle for authenticity, demonstrating



its continued relevance.

- Streaming and Downloads: In the age of digital music, Mercury's version
remains a popular choice among listeners, often featured on playlists
celebrating classic hits or iconic vocal performances.

Conclusion

Freddie Mercury's rendition of “The Great Pretender” serves as a powerful
testament to his artistry and the complexity of his life. Through this song,
Mercury not only showcases his vocal genius but also reveals the depth of his
emotional experience. The themes of pretense, loneliness, and the search for
authenticity resonate profoundly with listeners, making it a timeless piece
that reflects the human condition.

As we continue to celebrate Freddie Mercury's legacy, “The Great Pretender”
stands out as a poignant reminder of the struggles we all face in the pursuit
of connection and the courage it takes to be truly ourselves. Whether you are
a long-time fan of Mercury or discovering his music for the first time, this
song offers a glimpse into the heart of an artist who was, in many ways,
always pretending to be something more while yearning for genuine connection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Great Pretender' in relation to Freddie
Mercury?

'The Great Pretender' is a solo single by Freddie Mercury, released in 1987,
which is a cover of a classic song originally by The Platters.

Why did Freddie Mercury choose to cover 'The Great
Pretender'?

Freddie Mercury was inspired by the emotional depth of the song and wanted to
showcase his vocal range and theatrical style through it.

How does 'The Great Pretender' reflect Freddie
Mercury's personal experiences?

The song's themes of loneliness and pretense resonate with Mercury's own
struggles with fame and his private life, making it a poignant choice for
him.



What was the reception of Freddie Mercury's version
of 'The Great Pretender'?

The track received positive reviews and was praised for Mercury's powerful
vocals, reaching high positions on music charts worldwide.

Did Freddie Mercury perform 'The Great Pretender'
live?

Freddie Mercury did not perform 'The Great Pretender' extensively in live
shows, but it was part of his solo repertoire and featured in his 1993 live
album.

What music video features Freddie Mercury singing
'The Great Pretender'?

The music video for 'The Great Pretender' showcases Mercury's flamboyant
style and theatricality, enhancing the song's dramatic essence.

How does 'The Great Pretender' differ from other
Freddie Mercury songs?

Unlike many of his rock anthems with Queen, 'The Great Pretender' is a more
soulful ballad, highlighting Mercury's versatility as a performer.

What instruments are prominently featured in 'The
Great Pretender'?

The song features a lush orchestration with strings, piano, and subtle
backing vocals, creating a rich musical backdrop for Mercury's lead vocals.

Is 'The Great Pretender' included in any of Freddie
Mercury's posthumous compilations?

'The Great Pretender' is included in various compilations of Mercury's solo
work, celebrating his impact as a solo artist alongside his work with Queen.

What impact did 'The Great Pretender' have on
Freddie Mercury's legacy?

The song solidified Mercury's status as a versatile artist, showcasing his
ability to convey deep emotion through music, and it remains a beloved part
of his legacy.
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