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FRAGMENTS — EXERCISE 1

Directions: Read each short passage that follows. Determine which part is the fragment.

Check FOUT ANEWETS with the interactive version of the exercise

1. A Maria was not watching her plate of barbecue very carefully. 8150 Santana, the
family beagle, snatched a chicken leg hanging over the edge, ) As baked beans and

potato salad slid onto Maria's new samdals,

2. W Ever since Andre peeled at Melissa's paper during the biology exam. (8} Guklt has
consumed him. i° Even the blueberries Noating in his cerval bowl secm like the

accusing eyes of Professor Gregory, his Biology instructor.

3. W James opened the door of his cluttered refrigeraror. 8 Which caused a pint of
blueberries to fall to the Aoor. 15 The fruit bounced and rolled everywhere inan

cxplosion of indigo

4. (M Richie loves to walk his friends’ dogs at Lake Eola Park. [® For example, Kim's
Labrador retriever Murphy or Gary's bulldog Kembo. € Beautiful women, Richie has

learned, gravitate toward guys with cute dogs

(Al Head down, Lela stared at the textbook on her desk. (B She understood the

[}

Iragment practice that Professor Markham was reviewing in class, ) But was oo shy

to raise her hand to volunteer an answer.

6. M oshua found the pressure from the gas in his stomach unbearable. ) Although he
did not want to be rude in the middle of geology dass. (C An explogive beleh erupted

fram his mouth

Fragments exercise 1 answer key is a critical component for anyone looking to enhance
their understanding of sentence structure and grammar. Sentence fragments are
incomplete sentences that cannot stand alone as they lack a subject, a verb, or a complete
thought. Understanding how to identify and correct these fragments is essential for
improving writing clarity and coherence. In this article, we will explore the concept of
sentence fragments, provide exercises for practice, and offer a comprehensive answer key
for exercise 1.

Understanding Sentence Fragments

Sentence fragments occur when a group of words is punctuated as a sentence but does not
fulfill the requirements of a complete thought. Recognizing and correcting fragments is



crucial for effective communication. Here are some important points to consider:

What Constitutes a Complete Sentence?

A complete sentence must contain the following elements:

1. Subject: The person, place, thing, or idea that the sentence is about.

2. Verb: The action or state of being that the subject is doing.

3. Complete Thought: The sentence must convey a complete idea, allowing the reader to
understand the message fully.

For example, the sentence "The dog barked" is complete because it has a subject (the dog),
a verb (barked), and conveys a complete thought.

Common Causes of Fragments

Fragments can occur for several reasons, including:
- Dependent Clauses: A dependent clause cannot stand alone and typically begins with
subordinating conjunctions such as "because," "although," or "when." For example:

"Although the rain was heavy."

- Missing Subjects or Verbs: Sometimes, a phrase may lack a subject or verb. For example:
"Running in the park."

- Phrase Fragments: Phrases that begin with prepositions or gerunds can also be fragments.
For example: "In the middle of the night."

Identifying Fragments

To effectively address sentence fragments, it is crucial first to identify them in your writing.
Here are some tips and strategies:

Reading Aloud

Reading your writing aloud can help you catch fragments. If a sentence sounds incomplete
or awkward, it may be a fragment.

Looking for Key Indicators

Be on the lookout for the following indicators that might signify a fragment:



- Words that indicate a dependent clause (e.g., although, because, when).
- Phrases that begin with prepositions or gerunds without a main clause.

Using Grammar Tools

There are numerous online grammar checkers available that can help identify sentence
fragments in your writing. Tools like Grammarly and Hemingway Editor provide instant
feedback on sentence structure.

Practice Exercise: Fragments Exercise 1

To reinforce your understanding of sentence fragments, we will provide a practice exercise.
The exercise consists of a list of sentences, some of which are complete, and some are
fragments. Your task is to identify which sentences are fragments and which are complete
sentences.

Exercise: Identify the Fragments

1. Because | was late.

2. The sun sets in the west.

3. Running down the street.

4. She enjoys reading novels.

5. When we arrived at the party.

6. The cat slept on the windowsill.

7. Although it was raining.

8. He finished his homework.

9. To the store on Saturday.

10. The flowers in the garden bloom beautifully.

Answer Key for Fragments Exercise 1

Now that you have had the opportunity to work through the exercise, let's review the
answer key.

1. Fragment - Because | was late.

2. Complete Sentence - The sun sets in the west.

3. Fragment - Running down the street.

4. Complete Sentence - She enjoys reading novels.

5. Fragment - When we arrived at the party.

6. Complete Sentence - The cat slept on the windowsill.

7. Fragment - Although it was raining.

8. Complete Sentence - He finished his homework.

9. Fragment - To the store on Saturday.

10. Complete Sentence - The flowers in the garden bloom beautifully.



Correcting Fragments

Once you have identified fragments in your writing, the next step is to correct them. Here
are some techniques for addressing sentence fragments:

Combining Fragments with Complete Sentences

One effective way to correct a fragment is to combine it with a complete sentence. For
instance:

- Fragment: "Because | was late."
- Correction: "I missed the beginning of the movie because | was late."

Adding Missing Elements

If a fragment is missing a subject or verb, you can add these elements to create a complete
sentence. For instance:

- Fragment: "Running down the street."
- Correction: "l saw her running down the street."

Revising to Create a Complete Thought

In some cases, you may need to rephrase the fragment to convey a complete thought. For
example:

- Fragment: "Although it was raining."
- Correction: "Although it was raining, we went for a walk."

Conclusion

Understanding and correcting sentence fragments is essential for anyone looking to
improve their writing skills. By identifying fragments, utilizing practice exercises, and
implementing correction techniques, you can enhance the clarity and effectiveness of your
writing. Remember, a complete sentence conveys a clear and complete thought, allowing
your readers to fully grasp your message. With practice and attention to detail, you can
transform fragmented sentences into coherent and impactful prose.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the 'fragments exercise 1
answer key'?

The purpose of the 'fragments exercise 1 answer key' is to provide students with the
correct answers for exercises focused on identifying and correcting sentence fragments.

Where can | find the 'fragments exercise 1 answer key'?

The 'fragments exercise 1 answer key' can typically be found in educational resources such
as textbooks, online learning platforms, or teacher-assigned materials.

How can | use the answer key effectively for learning?

You can use the answer key effectively by first attempting the exercises on your own and
then comparing your answers with the key to identify any mistakes and understand the
correct structure.

What types of questions are included in 'fragments
exercise 1'?

The 'fragments exercise 1' usually includes questions that ask students to identify sentence
fragments, correct them, or rewrite them into complete sentences.

Are there any common mistakes to look out for when
using the answer key?

Common mistakes include overlooking context, misinterpreting fragment definitions, or
applying corrections that do not align with grammatical rules.

Can the 'fragments exercise 1 answer key' be used for
self-study?

Yes, the 'fragments exercise 1 answer key' can be a valuable resource for self-study,
allowing learners to assess their understanding and track their progress in mastering
sentence structure.
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FRAGMENT | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
Literary scholars are piecing together her last unpublished novel from fragments of a recently
discovered manuscript. The satellite will fragment and burn up as it falls through the earth's ...

FRAGMENT definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary
A fragment is a solid piece of something which has broken off from a structure, component, or
vessel. In the preliminary stages of rock crushing, the fragments are large and angular. The ...

FRAGMENT Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
fragment applies to a part produced by or as if by breaking off. Noun The dish lay in fragments on
the floor. I could only hear fragments of their conversation. Verb The party is fragmenting into ...

FRAGMENT Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com
Fragment most commonly refers to a part that has broken off rather than one that has been
separated gently or intentionally, as in The vase smashed into a million fragments.

Fragment - Definition, Meaning, Synonyms & Etymology
A small piece or section that has been broken off or separated from a larger whole. "small fragments
of pottery" "The vase shattered into a million fragments upon hitting the floor."

fragment - Wiktionary, the free dictionary
Jul 21, 2025 - fragment (third-person singular simple present fragments, present participle
fragmenting, simple past and past participle fragmented) (intransitive) To break apart.

Fragments - definition of fragments by The Free Dictionary
1. a piece broken off or detached: fragments of rock. 2. an incomplete piece; portion: fragments of a
novel.

Fragment Definition & Meaning | YourDictionary
An incomplete or isolated portion; a bit. Overheard fragments of their conversation; extant
fragments of an old manuscript.

Sentence Fragments | Robert Gillespie Academic Skills Centre

A sentence fragment is part of a sentence and cannot stand on its own as a sentence. It lacks a
subject or a verb or both. How to identify a sentence fragment? It only has a dependent clause ...

Fragment Definition & Meaning | Britannica Dictionary
The dish lay in fragments on the floor. I could only hear fragments of their conversation. The party is
fragmenting into warring factions. These issues are fragmenting our society. We live in an ...

FRAGMENT | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
Literary scholars are piecing together her last unpublished novel from fragments of a recently
discovered manuscript. The satellite will fragment and burn up as it falls through the earth's ...

FRAGMENT definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary
A fragment is a solid piece of something which has broken off from a structure, component, or
vessel. In the preliminary stages of rock crushing, the fragments are large and angular. The ...

FRAGMENT Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
fragment applies to a part produced by or as if by breaking off. Noun The dish lay in fragments on
the floor. I could only hear fragments of their conversation. Verb The party is fragmenting into ...



FRAGMENT Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com
Fragment most commonly refers to a part that has broken off rather than one that has been
separated gently or intentionally, as in The vase smashed into a million fragments.

Fragment - Definition, Meaning, Synonyms & Etymology
A small piece or section that has been broken off or separated from a larger whole. "small fragments
of pottery" "The vase shattered into a million fragments upon hitting the floor."

fragment - Wiktionary, the free dictionary
Jul 21, 2025 - fragment (third-person singular simple present fragments, present participle
fragmenting, simple past and past participle fragmented) (intransitive) To break apart.

Fragments - definition of fragments by The Free Dictionary
1. a piece broken off or detached: fragments of rock. 2. an incomplete piece; portion: fragments of a
novel.

Fragment Definition & Meaning | YourDictiona
An incomplete or isolated portion; a bit. Overheard fragments of their conversation; extant
fragments of an old manuscript.

Sentence Fragments | Robert Gillespie Academic Skills Centre

A sentence fragment is part of a sentence and cannot stand on its own as a sentence. It lacks a
subject or a verb or both. How to identify a sentence fragment? It only has a dependent clause ...

Fragment Definition & Meaning | Britannica Dictionary

The dish lay in fragments on the floor. I could only hear fragments of their conversation. The party is
fragmenting into warring factions. These issues are fragmenting our society. We live in an ...

Unlock your understanding with our comprehensive guide to fragments exercise 1 answer key.
Discover how to master sentence structure today!
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