
Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training
Graduation Dates 2023

Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation Dates 2023 marks a significant milestone for many recruits
who have undergone rigorous training to prepare for their service in the United States Army. Located in
the Missouri Ozarks, Fort Leonard Wood is a premier training installation that plays a pivotal role in
transforming civilians into soldiers. Graduation ceremonies here are not only a celebration of individual
achievement but also a momentous occasion for families and friends who gather to witness their loved ones
don the uniform and take the next step in their military careers. This article will provide detailed
information about the basic training graduation dates for 2023, what to expect during these ceremonies, and
how families can prepare for the event.

Overview of Basic Training at Fort Leonard Wood

Fort Leonard Wood hosts the Basic Combat Training (BCT) for several Army branches, including the
Army, Army Reserve, and Army National Guard. The BCT program is designed to instill discipline,
teamwork, and the fundamental skills needed to serve effectively. The training typically lasts for about ten
weeks, and it is divided into three phases:

Phase 1: Red Phase

- Duration: Approximately 3 weeks
- Focus: Basic soldiering skills, physical fitness, and introduction to Army values and history.
- Activities: Drill and ceremony, physical training, and classroom instruction.



Phase 2: White Phase

- Duration: Approximately 3 weeks
- Focus: Weapon training, marksmanship, and advanced soldier skills.
- Activities: Live-fire exercises, land navigation, and tactical training.

Phase 3: Blue Phase

- Duration: Approximately 3 weeks
- Focus: Field training exercises and preparation for graduation.
- Activities: Team-building exercises, final evaluations, and preparation for the Army’s future challenges.

Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation Dates 2023

Graduation dates at Fort Leonard Wood are scheduled throughout the year based on the training cycles.
For 2023, the graduation dates are as follows:

January 2023
- January 6
- January 13
- January 20
- January 27

February 2023
- February 3
- February 10
- February 17
- February 24

March 2023
- March 3
- March 10
- March 17
- March 24



- March 31

April 2023
- April 7
- April 14
- April 21
- April 28

May 2023
- May 5
- May 12
- May 19
- May 26

June 2023
- June 2
- June 9
- June 16
- June 23
- June 30

July 2023
- July 7
- July 14
- July 21
- July 28

August 2023
- August 4
- August 11
- August 18
- August 25



September 2023
- September 1
- September 8
- September 15
- September 22
- September 29

October 2023
- October 6
- October 13
- October 20
- October 27

November 2023
- November 3
- November 10
- November 17
- November 24

December 2023
- December 1
- December 8
- December 15
- December 22

These dates are subject to change based on various factors, including weather, training schedules, and other
logistical considerations. It is crucial for families to stay informed through official channels.

Preparing for Graduation Day

Graduation day is a time of pride and celebration, but it also requires careful planning to ensure everything
goes smoothly. Here are some tips for families and friends to prepare for the big day:



Travel Arrangements

1. Book Early: If you plan to stay overnight, book accommodations well in advance, as nearby hotels can fill
up quickly around graduation dates.
2. Transportation: Consider renting a vehicle or arranging for transportation to and from the base if you're
flying into the area.

Understanding the Ceremony

- The graduation ceremony typically lasts about an hour.
- It usually includes speeches from commanding officers, the presentation of awards, and the singing of the
Army song.
- Families will get a chance to take photos with the newly graduated soldiers after the ceremony.

Dress Code and Conduct

- Dress appropriately: Business casual attire is recommended for family members attending the ceremony.
- Respect the environment: Remember that this is a military installation, and proper decorum should be
maintained throughout the event.

Post-Graduation Activities

After the ceremony, soldiers often have a limited amount of time to spend with family. Here are some
ideas for post-graduation activities:

1. Celebratory Meal: Plan a special meal at a local restaurant or a family gathering.
2. Explore the Area: Fort Leonard Wood is surrounded by beautiful natural landscapes and historical sites
worth exploring.
3. Connect with Friends: Many soldiers will want to reconnect with friends and share their experiences.

Conclusion

Fort Leonard Wood's Basic Training Graduation Dates for 2023 represent a significant turning point for
recruits and their families. Graduation ceremonies bring together loved ones to celebrate the hard work,
dedication, and perseverance that soldiers have demonstrated throughout their training. Understanding the
dates, preparing for the event, and knowing what to expect will help make this day memorable. As



soldiers transition from training to their next assignments, the skills and values they have acquired will
serve as the foundation for their military careers. Thus, the journey continues, and each graduation
signifies the start of new adventures in service to the nation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the graduation dates for Fort Leonard Wood basic training in
2023?
The graduation dates for Fort Leonard Wood basic training in 2023 vary by company, but typically occur
every Friday. Specific dates can be found on the official Fort Leonard Wood website or by contacting the
training unit directly.

How can I find the exact graduation date for my recruit at Fort Leonard
Wood?
To find the exact graduation date for your recruit, you can check the official Fort Leonard Wood website or
contact the recruitment office or the recruit's training unit for the most accurate information.

Are there any special events during the Fort Leonard Wood graduation
ceremonies in 2023?
Yes, Fort Leonard Wood often includes special events during graduation ceremonies, such as troop
formations, speeches from commanding officers, and the traditional pass in review. Specific details can vary,
so it's advisable to check closer to the date.

What time do graduations typically start at Fort Leonard Wood?
Graduation ceremonies at Fort Leonard Wood typically start at 9:00 AM, but it's important to arrive early
to find parking and go through security.

Can family members attend Fort Leonard Wood basic training
graduations?
Yes, family members are encouraged to attend graduation ceremonies at Fort Leonard Wood. However,
they must adhere to security protocols and may need to register in advance.

What should I know before attending a graduation at Fort Leonard
Wood?
Before attending a graduation at Fort Leonard Wood, it's important to familiarize yourself with the base's



security procedures, dress code, and available accommodations. Additionally, check the weather and plan
for parking.
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Discover Fort Leonard Wood basic training graduation dates 2023. Stay informed about schedules
and plan your visit to celebrate this important milestone. Learn more!
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