
First Apology Of Justin Martyr

First Apology of Justin Martyr is a seminal work in early Christian
literature, written by one of the most influential apologists of the second
century. Justin Martyr, a philosopher and a convert to Christianity, sought
to defend the faith against the prevailing skepticism and persecution faced
by Christians in the Roman Empire. His First Apology, composed around 155-157
AD, serves as both a defense of Christian beliefs and a critique of the moral
and philosophical failings of pagan society. This article will delve into the
context, themes, and significance of the First Apology, shedding light on its
enduring legacy in Christian thought.

Historical Context

Early Christian Persecution

The First Apology was written during a time of increasing hostility towards
Christians in the Roman Empire. Following the death of Emperor Nero in 68 AD,
Christians faced waves of persecution, often fueled by misconceptions about



their practices and beliefs. The Great Fire of Rome in 64 AD, for example,
was famously blamed on Christians, leading to brutal crackdowns.

The Role of Philosophy

Justin Martyr was well-versed in Greek philosophy, particularly in the
teachings of Plato and Stoicism. His background in philosophy played a
significant role in shaping his arguments in the First Apology. He believed
that reason and faith were not mutually exclusive but could coexist
harmoniously. His work aimed to demonstrate that Christianity was the true
philosophy that fulfilled the search for truth and moral goodness.

Structure of the First Apology

The First Apology is divided into several sections, each addressing different
themes and concerns. Below is an outline of its primary components:

Introduction

- Purpose of the Apology: Justin introduces his work as a defense of
Christians against false accusations.
- Call for Justice: He appeals to the Roman authorities to examine the
evidence against Christians fairly.

Critique of Pagan Practices

- Moral Failings: Justin points out the moral inconsistencies in pagan
worship and rituals.
- Comparison with Christian Practices: He contrasts the ethical teachings of
Christianity with the often immoral behaviors associated with pagan deities.

Defense of Christian Beliefs

- The Nature of God: Justin articulates a monotheistic view of God, arguing
that Christians worship the true God, unlike the pantheon of gods in
paganism.
- Christ as Logos: He presents Jesus Christ as the Logos (Word), connecting
Christian beliefs to Hellenistic philosophical concepts.

Examination of Christian Practices

- Worship and Sacraments: Justin describes the Christian practice of worship,
including the Eucharist, emphasizing its significance.
- Moral Teachings: The moral code of Christians, which emphasizes love,
charity, and forgiveness, is highlighted as superior to pagan ethics.

Conclusion

- Appeal to the Emperor: Justin concludes with a plea for tolerance and
justice, urging the Roman authorities to reconsider their stance on
Christians.



- Promise of Reward: He asserts that those who embrace the truth will be
rewarded in the afterlife, contrasting with the temporal pleasures of pagan
worship.

Major Themes

Rational Defense of Faith

One of the central tenets of the First Apology is Justin's insistence on the
compatibility of faith and reason. He argues that Christianity is not a blind
faith but is based on rational thought and philosophical inquiry. Justin
asserts that:

- Reason leads to truth: He believes that the pursuit of truth through reason
ultimately leads to the acknowledgment of Christ.
- Philosophers as Predecessors: Justin posits that some philosophers, such as
Socrates and Plato, had glimpses of the truth that Christianity embodies,
albeit imperfectly.

The Nature of God and Christ

In the First Apology, Justin articulates a clear theological foundation. He
emphasizes:

- Monotheism: Justin defends the belief in one God, contrasting it with the
polytheism prevalent in Roman society.
- Christ as Divine: By identifying Christ as the Logos, Justin connects
Christian doctrine with philosophical traditions, arguing that Christ is the
pre-existent Word through whom all things were made.

Moral Integrity of Christians

Justin defends the moral character of Christians against the accusations of
immorality and subversion. He highlights:

- Love and Charity: Christians are characterized by their love for one
another and their commitment to charitable acts.
- Moral Code: The ethical teachings of Jesus, which call for selflessness and
forgiveness, are presented as a higher moral standard compared to the often
hedonistic practices of pagan worship.

Significance of the First Apology

Influence on Early Christianity

The First Apology is significant for several reasons:

1. Foundation of Christian Apologetics: Justin's work laid the groundwork for
future Christian apologists. His method of rational discourse and appeal to
ethics became a model for later defenders of the faith.
2. Dialogue with Philosophy: Justin's integration of philosophical concepts



into Christian theology opened avenues for intellectual engagement between
faith and reason, influencing later theologians such as Augustine.
3. Historical Record: The First Apology serves as a valuable historical
document, providing insights into early Christian beliefs, practices, and the
sociopolitical context of the time.

Legacy in Christian Thought

The themes and arguments presented in the First Apology continue to resonate
within Christian thought. Key aspects include:

- Defense of Faith: The model of apologetics established by Justin remains
prevalent in contemporary Christian discourse.
- Engagement with Culture: Justin's approach encourages Christians to engage
with cultural and philosophical ideas, fostering a dialogue that remains
relevant in today's pluralistic society.
- Moral Imperative: The emphasis on ethical living and moral integrity as
central to Christian identity continues to challenge believers to live out
their faith authentically.

Conclusion

The First Apology of Justin Martyr stands as a testament to the early
church's struggle for recognition and respect in a world often hostile to its
beliefs. Through reasoned arguments and heartfelt appeals, Justin not only
defended the faith but also articulated a vision of Christianity that was
intellectually robust and morally compelling. His work laid the foundation
for future generations of Christians to engage thoughtfully with their faith,
ensuring that the dialogue between Christianity and the wider culture remains
vibrant and ongoing. The enduring legacy of the First Apology is a reminder
of the importance of defending one’s beliefs with both conviction and
compassion.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'First Apology' of Justin Martyr?
The 'First Apology' is an early Christian text written by Justin Martyr
around 155 AD, addressing Emperor Antoninus Pius and defending Christianity
against accusations of immorality and atheism.

What are the main themes discussed in Justin
Martyr's 'First Apology'?
The main themes include the defense of Christian beliefs, the critique of
pagan religions, the importance of reason in faith, and the ethical teachings
of Christianity.



To whom was the 'First Apology' addressed?
The 'First Apology' was addressed to Emperor Antoninus Pius, his sons, and
the Roman Senate.

Why did Justin Martyr write the 'First Apology'?
Justin wrote the 'First Apology' to defend Christians against false
accusations and to advocate for the protection of Christians from
persecution.

What arguments does Justin Martyr use to defend
Christianity in his 'First Apology'?
Justin argues that Christians are moral citizens, that their beliefs are
based on reason, and he compares Christianity favorably to pagan philosophies
and religions.

How does Justin Martyr address the concept of
prophecy in his 'First Apology'?
Justin argues that the prophecies in the Old Testament foreshadow the coming
of Christ, demonstrating that Christianity fulfills and transcends earlier
religious traditions.

What role does reason play in Justin Martyr's 'First
Apology'?
Justin emphasizes that faith should not be blind; he argues that reason is
integral to understanding and accepting Christian truths.

What impact did the 'First Apology' have on early
Christian thought?
The 'First Apology' significantly influenced early Christian apologetics,
setting a precedent for future theologians and philosophers in defending the
faith against pagan critiques.

What does Justin Martyr say about the moral conduct
of Christians in the 'First Apology'?
Justin highlights that Christians live virtuous lives, promoting values such
as love, charity, and justice, which contrasts sharply with the perceived
immorality of pagan practices.

How does the 'First Apology' reflect the socio-
political context of its time?
The 'First Apology' reflects the tensions between Christians and the Roman



Empire, particularly the misconceptions about Christianity, and it seeks to
establish Christians as loyal and ethical subjects of the state.
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